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A STUDL OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER

When God Seems Silent — Week 3
“Remaining Faithful When You Feel Forgotten”

Esther 2:21-23 (NIV)

During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the
king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King
Xerxes. 22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported
it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. 22 And when the report was investigated and found
to be true, the two officials were impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of the
annals in the presence of the king.

Esther 3:1 (NIV)
After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating
him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles.

Romans 8:13 (NIV)
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live.

Esther 3:2 (NIV)

All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had
commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor.
Gods hand orchestrating events)

Esther 3:3-5 (NIV)

Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s
command?” 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told
Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them



he was a Jew. > When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor,
he was enraged.

Esther 3:6 (NIV)

Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only
Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a wayto destroy all Mordecai’s people, the
Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.

Romans 9:1-5 (NIV)

| speak the truth in Christ-I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit-
2| have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For | could wish that | myself were
cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people
of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. ° Theirs are the patriarchs, and
from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever
praised! Amen.

Esther 3:7 (NIV)

In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is, the
lot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the
twelfth month, the month of Adar.

Proverbs 16:33 (NIV)
The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.

Esther 3:8-15 (NIV)

Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed among the peoples
in all the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their customs are
different from those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the
king’s best interest to tolerate them. ° If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy
them, and | will give ten thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal
treasury.”° So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. ' “Keep the money,” the king said to
Haman, “and do with the people as you please.” 2 Then on the thirteenth day of the first
month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province
and in the language of each people all Haman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors
of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in the
name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 13 Dispatches were sent by
couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews-
young and old, women and children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. ™ A copy of the text of the edict was to be
issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every nationality so they



would be ready for that day. 1° The couriers went out, spurred on by the king’s command,
and the edict was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but
the city of Susa was bewildered.
Remaining Faithful When You Feel Forgotten

1. Be thankful for God’s past faithfulness.
Psalm 143:5 (NIV)
| remember the days of long ago, | meditate on all your works and consider what your hands
have done.

2. Stay at your post.

e Those who stay at their post will see God’s power.

Revelation 22:12 (CSB)
“Look, | am coming soon, and my reward is with me to repay each person according to his
work.

3. Realize God is up to something far greater.

e The cross screams that you are not forgotten.

e Jesus was forgotten for a moment so you could be remembered forever.



