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“Table Restoration”

e Undeserved love is rooted in grace.

| Samuel 19:1-5 (CSB)

Saul ordered his son Jonathan and all his servants to kill David. But Saul’s son
Jonathan liked David very much, ?so he told him, “My father, Saul, intends to kill
you. Be on your guard in the morning and hide in a secret place and stay there. 3 I'll
go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are and talk to him about
you. When | see what he says, I'll tell you.” 4Jonathan spoke well of David to his
father, Saul. He said to him, “The king should not sin against his servant David. He
hasn’t sinned against you; in fact, his actions have been a great advantage to
you. ° He took his life in his hands when he struck down the Philistine, and
the Lord brought about a great victory for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced, so why
would you sin against innocent blood by killing David for no reason?”

e Love stands in the gap.
e Love befriends the unlikely.

John 15:12-15 (CSB)



“This is my command: Love one another as | have loved you. 3 No one has greater
love than this: to lay down his life for his friends. 4 You are my friends if you do what
| command you. ¥*| do not call you servants anymore, because a servant doesn’t
know what his master is doing. | have called you friends, because | have made
known to you everything | have heard from my Father.

e Unmerited love requires an unlikely response.

Il Samuel 9:1 (CSB)
David asked, “Is there anyone remaining from the family of Saul | can show
kindness to for Jonathan’s sake?”

Il Samuel 9:2-3 (CSB)

There was a servant of Saul’s family named Ziba. They summoned him to David, and
the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” “I am your servant,” he replied. 3 So the king
asked, “Is there anyone left of Saul’s family that | can show the kindness of God to?”
Ziba said to the king, “There is still Jonathan’s son who was injured in both feet.”

Il Samuel 9:4 (CSB)
The king asked him, “Where is he?” Ziba answered the king, “You’ll find him in Lo-
debar at the house of Machir son of Ammiel.”

Il Samuel 9:5-7 (CSB)

So King David had him brought from the house of Machir son of Ammiel in Lo-debar.
¢ Mephibosheth son of Jonathan son of Saul came to David, fell facedown, and paid
homage. David said, “Mephibosheth!” “I am your servant,” he replied. 7 “Don’t be
afraid,” David said to him, “since | intend to show you kindness for the sake of your
father Jonathan. | will restore to you all your grandfather Saul’s fields, and you will
always eat meals at my table.”

e Love was given, when death was expected.
Il Samuel 9:8 (CSB)
Mephibosheth paid homage and said, “What is your servant that you take an

interest in a dead dog like me?”

Il Samuel 9:9-10 (CSB)



Then the king summoned Saul’s attendant Ziba and said to him, “I have given to
your master’s grandson all that belonged to Saul and his family. ° You, your sons,
and your servants are to work the ground for him, and you are to bring in the crops
so your master’s grandson will have food to eat. But Mephibosheth, your master’s
grandson, is always to eat at my table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty
servants.

¢ Love of the King redeems and restores.

Il Samuel 9:11-13 (CSB)

Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do all my lord the king commands.” So
Mephibosheth ate at David’s table just like one of the king’s sons. 1 Mephibosheth
had a young son whose name was Mica. All those living in Ziba’s house were
Mephibosheth’s servants. 13 However, Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem because he
always ate at the king’s table. His feet had been injured.

e Undeserved love invites us to the table, and we can’t help but invite
others to the table.

Il Corinthians 5:14-21 (CSB)

For the love of Christ compels us, since we have reached this conclusion, that one
died for all, and therefore all died. > And he died for all so that those who live should
no longer live for themselves, but for the one who died for them and was raised.
1 From now on, then, we do not know anyone from a worldly perspective. Even if
we have known Christ from a worldly perspective, yet now we no longer know him
in this way. ¥ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
passed away, and see, the new has come! 8 Everything is from God, who has
reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation. *° That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and he has committed the message of
reconciliation to us. ?° Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is
making his appeal through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to
God.” 21 He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

Luke 2:4-14 (NIV)



So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. ®> He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the time came for the baby
to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 1° But the angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 1! Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in
a manger.” 33 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, ** “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favor rests.”



