April 2, 4 and 5, 2026
Easter

PORTRAITS OF THE KING
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Matthew: Portraits of the King - Week 16
Victory of the King
The Ultimate “l Told You So!”

Matthew 28:1-6 (NIV)

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went
to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.3 His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.# The guards were so afraid of him that they shook
and became like dead men. ° The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.

Matthew 16:21 (NIV)

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

Matthew 28:6-10 (NIV)

He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go
quickly and ftell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him.” Now | have told you.” 8 So the women hurried away from the
tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. °Suddenly Jesus met
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. ° Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”



Big idea: The victory of the King happened just as He said and since that is true, everything He
said can be trusted.

1. Easter says: The tough “I told you so’s” are true.

The tough “I told you so’s:”

John 16:33 (NIV)
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”

Hebrews 9:27 (NIV)
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

Romans 3:23 (NIV)
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

2. Easter says: The good ‘I told you so’s” are true.

1 Corinthians 15:57 (NIV)
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

e We live from a place of victory, not hoping for victory.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!

3. Easter says: Even the impossible “| told you so’s” are true.

Matthew 27:65-66 (NIV)
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” %6 So they
went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.



Daniel 6:17 (NIV)
A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own
signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.

e The victory of Jesus breaks the unbreakable.

Ephesians 4:30 (NIV)
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Romans 10:9-10 (NIV)

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. 19 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.



