October 19 & 22, 2023

Confronting Christianity - Week #6
Is the Bible Anti-Gay?

Matthew 19:1-10 (NIV)

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into
the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed
him, and he healed them there. 2 Some Pharisees came to him to test him.
They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every
reason?” 4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator
‘made them male and female,’ ® and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one
flesh’?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate.” 7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses
command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her
away?” 8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. ° | tell you
that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries
another woman commits adultery.” 1° The disciples said to him, “If this is the
situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.”

1. A Biblical response to homosexuality is always full of grace and
truth!



John 1:14 (NIV)
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

John 8:10-11 (NIV)

Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?” " “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do | condemn
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

e Both affirming sin and alienating the sinner are the most unloving
things a person can do.

Matthew 7:1-2 (NASB)
“Do not judge, so that you will not be judged. ? For in the way you judge, you
will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

1 Timothy 1:8-10 (NIV)

We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. ® We also know that the
law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly
and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who Kkill their fathers or
mothers, for murderers, 1° for the sexually immoral, for those practicing
homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever
else is contrary to the sound doctrine

2. The Bible says we are all broken and in desperate need of God’s
grace!

Romans 3:23 (NIV)
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 1:18-27 (NIV)

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness
and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their
wickedness, " since what may be known about God is plain to them,
because God has made it plain to them.?® For since the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse. 2! For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish



hearts were darkened. 2?2 Although they claimed to be wise, they became
fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to
look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. ?° They
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of
this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. #” In the same way the men also
abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one
another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in
themselves the due penalty for their error.

e When our worship is distorted, we exchange God'’s pattern for our
lives for our preferences.

3. The Bible declares that no one is out of reach of the grace of

God!

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV)

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor men who have sex with men 19 nor thieves nor the greedy nor
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.
" And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.

e Self-denial, not self-expression, leads to true fulfillment!

e (God’s acceptance is the power that liberates us from sin, not the
reward for having liberated.



