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March 9 & 12, 2023  

 
Action Required - Week #11 

The GOAT 
 
Mark 12:28-34 (NIV) 
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that 
Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the 
commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The most important 
one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is 
one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all 
your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When 
Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more 
questions. 
 

1. Love must be received! 
 

• We cannot obey the command to love God and love others without 
first receiving His perfect love for ourselves. 
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1 John 4:10 (NIV) 
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 

• God’s love must be received and not achieved. 
 

• Because God is one, He can take our broken lives and make them 
whole. 

 
• Because God is one, our love for Him must be undivided. 

 
2. Love must be released!  

 
• Love is a fruit that we bear! 

 
• Love is a command to obey!   

 
1 John 5:3 (NIV) 
In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are 
not burdensome, 
  

• Love is a choice backed by action! 
 

• Love is releasing the grace and mercy we have received from God to 
others created in the image of God! 
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1 Corinthians 13:1-8a (NIV) 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only 
a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess 
to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why are we called to release love?   
 

1. Because it’s the brand! (John 13:35; 1 John 4:12) 
 

2. Failing to release love is hypocritical! (1 John 4:11; Ephesians 
4:32) 

 
3. God’s love is perfected in us by loving others! (1 John 4:12) 


