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March 2 & 5, 2023  

 
Action Required - Week #10 
Lessons from the Fig Tree 

 
Mark 11:12-21 (NIV) 
The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in 
the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he 
reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for 
figs.14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus 
entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were buying and 
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
benches of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry 
merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he 
said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”  18 The chief priests and 
the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for 
they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 
19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 20 In the 
morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the 
roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you 
cursed has withered!”  
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Lessons from the Fig Tree: 
 

1. Pruning precedes fruitfulness! 
 
John 15:1-2 (NIV) 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch 
in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. 
 

• In order to bear fruit, you must get pruned! 
 

• What is the fruitless activity in my life? 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 (NIV) 
Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 
 

2. Hypocrisy ruins the harvest! 
 

• Judgement occurs when we choose selfish appearance over spiritual 
fruit. 

 
• Living for appearance is living horizontally vs vertically. 

 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV) 
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient 
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. 
 

• When the image we are projecting doesn’t match the Savior we are 
professing judgement is soon to follow. 

 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is the outward evidence of the inward 
working of the Spirit in our lives. 
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• In what areas of my life are there merely leaves and no fruit? 

 
3. No spiritual fruit reveals either spiritual decay or spiritual death. 

 
Galatians 5:19-26 (NIV) 
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery;  20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and 
the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and 
self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since 
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking and envying each other.  
 
Matthew 7:15-20 (NIV) 
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize 
them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears 
bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear 
good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 
 

• What does my lack of fruit reveal? 
 

4. Intimacy with God, not activity for God, is the key to fruitfulness! 
 
John 15:4-5 (NIV) 
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
 

• Intimacy with God will result in the right activity for God! 
 

• Am I trying to produce fruit or bear fruit? 
 


