
February 23 & 26, 2023  

 
Action Required - Week #9 

Denial for the Sake of Alignment 

• The manufacturer determines the correct alignment.  

• Our King, manufacturer Jesus, determines the best alignment.  

Mark 8:27-28 (NIV)  
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. 
On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”  28 They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.” 

• The world got it wrong about Jesus then, and the world still has 
it wrong about Jesus now.  

Mark 8:29-30 (NIV) 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, 
“You are the Messiah.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

• Peter’s confession was correct, but also inadequate. 

• Not being in alignment with who the King fully is will lead us to a 
place that does not reflect Him.  
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Mark 8:31-32 (NIV) 
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He 
spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 
  

• If we don’t see the King accurately, we will always find ourselves 
out of alignment.  

Mark 8:33 (NIV)  
But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 
behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns.” 

Mark 8:34-37 (NIV) 
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What 
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?  37 Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

• To be in alignment with the True King means you must deny 
yourself the throne. 

• To be in alignment with the True King means you must take up 
your cross.  

• To be in alignment with the True King means you must follow the 
True King.  
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