October 17 & 20, 2024

When in Romans Part 1, Week 4
“How Did We Get Here?!”

Romans 1:18-27 (NIV)

The wrath of Godis being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 1° since what may be
known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. ?° For since
the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse. 2! For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 2% and exchanged the
glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds
and animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 2% They
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather
than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them
over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for
unnatural ones. ?7 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other
men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.



Romans 1:32 (NIV)

Although they know God'’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who
practice them.

How Did We Get Here?
1. Suppressing the truth starts the slide!
e Suppression is not the same as ignorance.
e Suppression says | know but | don’t want to know!
Romans 1:19-20 (NIV)
since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to
them. 2° For since the creation of the world God'’s invisible qualities—his eternal power

and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been
made, so that people are without excuse.

e Truth suppressed always increases personal darkness.

Romans 1:21 (NIV)
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him,

but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.

e True enlightenment comes as a result of true worship.

e Truth suppressed creates disordered desires.

Romans 1:24 (NIV)
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for

the degrading of their bodies with one another.

Disordered Worship = Disordered Thinking
Disordered Thinking = Disordered Desires
Disordered Desires = Disastrous Decisions



2. Giving approval where God does not.

Romans 1:32 (NIV)

Although they know God'’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who
practice them.

e We can’t approve what God condemns.

Romans 2:1-4 (NIV)

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at
whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass
judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do
such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on
them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?* Or do
you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing
that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?

3. Choosing binoculars over a mirror.



