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Phileo Friendship
Sarah Dibbern | Oak Hill Kids & Youth Minister

I want to tell you about my friend Sarah. Sarah has been my friend 
since we were born. I have almost 33 years’ worth of stories about 
the two of us and the adventures we’ve been on. What I appreciate 
the most about her is how we’ve experienced all of life’s seasons 
together. Sarah and I have celebrated new jobs and exciting moves. 
Sarah walked through darkness with me as my dad was dying and 
mourned with me after he passed. Sarah and I have also sat around 
and have done absolutely nothing together. 

One of the Greek words for love is “Phileo” which is a brotherly or 
close friendship type of love. This is the type of love we see in biblical 
relationships like David and Jonathan, Moses and Aaron, Ruth and 
Naomi. The type of love where you completely do life together. 

Who is your “Phileo Friend”? Who is your friend that has experienced 
life with you…the good, the bad, and the mundane. Call them up this 
week. Tell them how thankful you are for them and how different your 
life would be if they weren’t in it.  



There is a whole lot of conversation in our culture 
about love, where to find it, what it feels like, who 
can experience it etc. To best understand love, we 
need to go to the origin of love which is God Himself. 
In the English language we have one word for love 
and that word is love. The ancient languages of 
Hebrew and Greek differentiate among sexual, 
brotherly, and familial love, and also the kind of love 
that God has for creation and that we may have for 
Him. In order to get a full picture of what love is we 
have to put all the pieces together.

Eros love is where we get the English word erotic, 
and it involves sexual love. Phileo love is the 
brotherly love that exists between close friends. 
Storge love is a family or tribal love that indicates 
a deep affection. Agape love is the kind of love that 
God demonstrates toward us. A great example of 
agape love is found in 1 Corinthians 13. Agape love 
is the goodwill and benevolence of God shown in 
self-sacrifice and an unconditional commitment 
to us. This is the kind of love that Jesus desires to 
permeate the lives of His followers.

Love involves affection, compassion, care, and 
self-sacrifice. When you put these all together 
Love works. To see how love works we see how Love 
originates in the Triune Godhead, within the eternal 
relationship that exists among the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (1 John 4:7–8)

In 1 John 4:9-11, 19 the disciple John gives us a 
beautiful picture of love:

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another.… We love 
because he first loved us.” 

May our lives be more and more marked by God’s 
love.

Following Jesus, 
Pastor Tom

What Is Love?

Loss of Loved One - WLC’s Grief 
Class
Losing a loved one is one of the hardest things a person 
experiences in life. The pain associated with grief can 
endure far beyond what might be expected. 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, whether it is a 
recent loss or a loss from some time ago, you are invited 
to attend WLC’s latest grief class on Tuesday evenings 
starting February 7 at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room of 
the Valley Creek Campus.  

Please let Pastor Tim know of your desire to attend.  He 
can be reached at 651-739-5144 x221 or marshallt@
woodburylutheran.org
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Philadelphia is known as the “City 
of Brotherly Love”. Most of us have 
probably heard that before. Some 
of us may have even know that 
the root of that word comes from 
the Greek word, “Fileo” or “Phil-
eo”. “Phileo” is brotherly love, and 
it is an essential concept in our 
[Disciple] LIFE as followers of Je-
sus. 

The Bible teaches that brotherly 
love is not just a nice idea, but a 
vital part of living a fulfilling LIFE. 
This form of love, one of several 
types, is a fundamental aspect 
of our relationship with God and 
with others. It is a call to put the 
needs and well-being of others 
above our own, to work together 
in unity and harmony, and to ex-
tend love to even those who may 
be difficult or hostile towards us. 

In 1 John 4:20-21,  “Those who say, 
‘I love God,’ and hate their broth-
ers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sis-
ter whom they have seen, can-
not love God whom they have not 
seen.” This passage makes it clear 
that our love for God is directly 
connected to our love for others, 
particularly our brothers and sis-

ters in faith. In other words, if we 
claim to love God but do not show 
love to others, our love for God is 
not genuine. 

When we gather for corporate 
worship gatherings, we have an 
opportunity to nurture this sort of 
living by being brought into close 
proximity with people who are not 
members of our own family… and 
many of whom may not even be 
within our circle of friends. When 
we are exposed to different wor-
ship styles that we wouldn’t have 
otherwise chosen, we learn to ap-
preciate the unique perspectives 
and talents of our fellow believ-
ers. It allows us to see beyond our 
own preferences and to recog-
nize the value of diversity within 
the body of Christ. 

The apostle Paul, in Philippians 
2:2-4 says, “complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full ac-
cord and of one mind. Do noth-
ing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more sig-
nificant than yourselves. Let each 
of you look not only to his own in-
terests, but also to the interests 
of others.”  When believers come 

together to worship God, they are 
reminded of their shared faith 
and the love they have for each 
other as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. They are encouraged to 
support and lift each other up, to 
pray for one another, and to serve 
one another. Corporate worship 
gatherings also provide a plat-
form for believers to share their 
struggles and to receive support 
and encouragement from others. 
In this way, corporate worship 
gatherings can help believers to 
build stronger relationships with 
one another and to grow in their 
love for God and for others.

This mindset of mutual respect 
and appreciation can lead to a 
deeper understanding of one an-
other and a stronger sense of uni-
ty within the community… and we 
can see that Brotherly Love Works 
in Worship.

Brotherly 
Love Works in 
Worship
Joel Wetzstein | Director of Worship



Sarah Dibbern | Oak Hill Kids & Youth Minister 

Teenage culture is an ever-evolving thing. From social 
media to clothing trends to even the vernacular, 
one day it’s in and the next, it’s out. But right now, 
one of the most popular social media platforms to 
be on amongst teenagers is the app called BeReal. 
The idea behind BeReal is that everyone on this app 
gets a notification at the exact same time and they 
have two minutes to take two pictures-a front facing 
(or selfie style) and a rear facing picture at the same 
time. The notification time is different every day and 
if they miss that two-minute window, they can post 
a late BeReal but they can’t see anyone else’s posts 
until they post their own. Seems like a silly idea but, 
let me tell you what this app has shown me about 
how teenagers do life together and how they love 
each other. 

I have been on BeReal since late August and if 
I look through my friends on this platform, all but 
five are students of mine that are either currently 
in youth ministry at one of our campuses or have 
graduated. And as I scroll through the posts 
each day, our students, who all go to different 
schools, are often spending time with each other. 
Sometimes it’s pictures of them doing homework 
together, sometimes it’s pictures of them playing 
together, and sometimes it’s just them hanging out 
together. Through this random app, I get to see the 
students of Woodbury Lutheran experiencing and 
showing this Phileo or brotherly love that’s shown 
throughout the Bible. 

The Bible does a really good job of showing that life is 
better when you’re in relationship with those around 
you. The Bible tells stories of people sharing meals 
together. Of people who walk through darkness 
with each other. Of people who speak truth into one 

another. Now this brotherly love takes relationships 
to a deeper level. These types of relationships are 
people who experience all of life’s seasons with 
each other. They eat together, work together, play 
together, they spend time together, they challenge 
and encourage each other. I love how good our 
students are at this. 

I have often said that we can learn so much from 
teenagers. I’ll admit that some of the things we 
learn from them are a bit ridiculous but take note 
from the youth of WLC on BeReal: do life with the 
people around you. Share meals with your friends, 
play with your friends, but also just get together 
and do nothing with your friends. Make it a point 
this month to be real with your people because, like 
we say around here literally all the time: “life is done 
better together.”  

BeReal

Each campus will celebrate a meal together each 
week during Lent.  Lent meals will begin on 2/22 
and continue through 3/29.  Meal time will be from 
5:30-6:45pm.  All meals are free will donation with a 
suggested donation of $7/person and a max of $25/
family. 

Come and eat at your campus and be in community 
with fellow believers over a meal during Lent! Invite 
a friend to eat too!

Lenten Meals (All Campuses)



Sara Mulso | WL Preschool Director

“Your mom packed your favorite today, right?” As two of our 
preschoolers were sitting by each other and getting their lunch out of 
their lunch box, one child asks his friend this. It’s comments like this 
that make me realize that the hours that our teachers spend creating 
a classroom family is worth each minute.  
As we begin the month of February, we are often acutely aware of 
Valentine’s Day and how we appreciate and recognize those who we 
love. We have a calendar month for celebrating love but when the 
Bible mentions love between 300 and 600 times depending on the 
translation, we are clearly called to show and recognize love more 
than during just one month. I want to share a bit about how love 
looks in our classroom families. I think you will be surprised at the 
connections it has to love among our own families as we prepare 
children for this big world.
F is for Feelings - We all have feelings -and lots of them during 
the course of each day. When our environment is safe and we are 
connected to others, we can express our feelings. Learning to name 
different feeling and work through different ways to respond to 
feelings is important. It’s a skill that we all need to continue to work 
on to have healthy relationships with others.
A is for Appreciate - In 1 Corinthians 12, we read about the body 
having many different parts, each with an important job to do!  
We help children see and appreciate skills in each other. And it’s 
wonderful when they acknowledge this and ask for help from a 
friend with skills in a particular area. This is a reality of how we all are 
successful and thrive in this world.  
M is for Magnanimous - this is a big fancy word for generous and 
forgiving.  We practice this A LOT in the classroom. Teachers are often 
reminding children to say I’m sorry and how we practice forgiveness.  
But what happens when we get out of a setting where there is 
someone to remind us. Do we regularly practice this attitude with 
those we love?
I is for Include Others - No one likes to be on the sidelines! Inviting 
others and including them is a mindset that needs to be fostered 
early. The other person always could say no, but it feels good to 
ask someone if they would like to join in. The other aspect that we 
notice is that children are far more accepting of differences: skin 
tones, accents, and preferences. In a world that can be so divided 
to, establish positive experiences with people who are different is 
critical!
L is for Love - What’s it like to love 
others? As you can see, there are 
lots of things that you already do and 
that you can continue to ask God to 
strengthen in you to love others and 
see them through His eyes!
Y is for You - Messaging begins 
early for children on doing one thing 
or another to be liked or cool or 
accepted. The message that we want 
children to hear is that God made you 
perfectly! He made you with gifts and 
talents and He has big plans on how 
He will use YOU! You are loved!  You 
are called!  You are chosen and You 
are His!  These are the words that all of 
us need to be reminded of each day.  

Building a Family in the 
Classroom

Share Love on 
Valentine’s Day
Nancy Schubbe | Director of Kids Ministry

Valentine’s Day is right around the corner.  
We want to share a few simple ways your 
family can make this holiday special. 

Valentine Dinner
Celebrate the day (or the day before/af-
ter- whatever works for your family) with a 
Valentine’s Day themed family dinner. Be 
corny. Be fun. Be unexpected. Have your 
kids help, plan, cook, decorate, or even help 
just order a heart shaped pizza. Maybe this 
is an event you can repeat each year!

Love Bomb Your Neighborhood! 
Pick one or more ways to show your neigh-
borhood some love:  
• Post-It notes with encouraging words
• Paint love rocks.
• Make heart shaped cookies.

God’s Word
What does God’s Word tell us about love? 
Read 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7. (Depending on 
the age of your child, you can read more or 
paraphrase). Talk about how love isn’t just 
how you FEEL, but love is about what you 
DO.
• When your brother or sister is taking 

your toy or annoying you, LOVE IS PA-
TIENT.

• When you see a person who is alone or 
doesn’t have a friend, LOVE IS KIND.

• When you see someone with something 
you want, LOVE DOES NOT ENVY.

• When you win the game or contest, 
LOVE DOES NOT BOAST.

Love where you live and bless those in your 
home and around your neighborhood!



Short-Term Missions Teams 2023 
GET OUT … you’re invited to join Jesus and his mission around the world!! 

To apply or for more information go to Missions.WLC.Church 
Potential financial support is available. Contact Brad Miller for more info: brad@woodburylutheran.org 

Mission site Jamaica - Robin’s Nest Quito, Ecuador – Youth World Kake, Alaska 

Dates June 18-25 June 19-29 July 7-16* 

Leaders Sheryl & Todd Breiholz Phyl Burger & Brad Miller Sandi & Brad Miller 

Mission 
Description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  

Team size – 
16 maximum 

per Team 

The team will go as learners... 
partnering with our friends at 
Robin's Nest Children's Home. 

The mission of Robin’s Nest is 
to provide a nurturing, loving, 
safe, Christ- centered 
atmosphere in which all 
children can become the 
person God intended them to 
be. 

The Team will be supporting 
the needs of children and staff, 
encouraging, serving and 
working on projects. 

robinsnestchildrenshome.org 

The team will go as 
learners...partnering with our 
friends at End Slavey Ecuador, a 
ministry of Youth World, that 
brings healing, freedom and 
purpose in Christ to women and 
their kids in vulnerable situations. 
The teams’ main priority is to build 
relationships, bring encouragement 
and provide training to the 
multicultural Staff. We will also 
support the ministry through 
practical projects & supporting 
outreach events for women & 
children.  
endslaveryecuador.com 
Instagram: @endslaveryecuador 

The team will go as 
learners...partnering with our 
friends at Kake Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. Our goal is that 
we would be part of the people of 
Kake experiencing the love of Jesus. 
Developing relationships, kids’ clubs 
and sports/games, men’s and 
women’s events, community meals 
and work projects in the community 
are some of the ways that we love 
and serve. *Note: waiting on the 
ferry schedule Date and price could 
change.  

www.kakepres.org 

Online 
Application 

dates 

January 29 – February 26 
(deadline!) 

January 29 – February 26 
(deadline!) 

January 29 – February 26 
(deadline!) 

Who can go? Adults, college students, youth 
ages 12+ (with a parent) and 
17+ (without a parent) 

Adults, college students, youth 
ages 16+ (with a parent) and 18+ 
(without a parent) 

Adults, college students, youth ages 
15+ (with a parent) and 17+ 
(without a parent) 

Total cost $1,640.00 $2,740.00 $1,990.00* 

Deposit info $150 with application (non-
refundable once accepted) 

$150 with application (non-
refundable once accepted) 

$150 with application (non-
refundable once accepted) 

1st Team 
training 

March -TBA  March - TBA March – TBA 

For more 
info contact 

Todd: tabreiholz@gmail.com 

Sheryl: slbreiholz@gmail.com  

Phyl: peburger@gmail.com  

Brad: brad@woodburylutheran.org  

Sandi: sandi.g.miller@gmail.com   

Brad: brad@woodburylutheran.org  

 



Jesus Walked With People 
and Loved People

Gargage Sale 
Treasurers Needed!
Looking for a way to tackle the winter 
blues? Start a garage sale stash for 
the Youth Garage Sale! The youth will 
be collecting those slightly used “trea-
sures” for the upcoming Lions Garage 
Sale held on May 11-13. Collection dates 
will be May 9 and May 10.

Sale proceeds help offset some of the 
participant costs for youth attending 
our Middle School Mission Experience 
in Rochester and our High School Mis-
sion Experience in Kansas City, MO. If 
you have any questions please call/text 
Shanna Salzman at 612-859-1365 or 
email at ssalzman1@comcast.net.

Items that sell well: gently used furni-
ture, clothes, shoes, household items, 
baby things, puzzles, toys. 

Items we won’t take: electronics, tube 
televisions, worn furniture, dirty or bro-
ken items.

Diana Vander Pas | Director of Small Groups

Jesus walked with people along the road, he ate with them, 
he attended a wedding, cried at a funeral, and he often 
asked thought-provoking questions to those who were in-
terested in him. Jesus loved people well.

What would it be like for Jesus to come along with you 
through your day? Think about that for a moment. Does 
that change how you see the activities of your day? What 
do you think Jesus would celebrate with you? What do you 
think he would ask you? What would he notice? Would you 
see what he sees? Jesus lived in community as he walked 
this earth and we are better together as well. Sometimes we 
need another person to walk alongside of us in our every-
day life and to be “Jesus with skin on.”

In February WLC launches its next round of Together Mento-
ring Ministry with mentors and mentees paired together to 
grow in prayer, and as a Jesus follower in the [Disciple] LIFE. 
In their on-line training, the WLC Mentors learned about the 
four pillars of mentoring: Love, Listen, Encourage, and Pray. 
These mentors will look to pour into the lives of their men-
tees and point to Jesus as they get to know each other and 
pray together. 44 men and women will begin meeting in this 
intentional prayer-focused, one-on-one relational disciple-
ship ministry. The ministry provides a little bit of structure” 
with a guidebook and a lot of freedom and flexibility to fit 
busy schedules. This is a great way to notice what Jesus is 
doing in your life, to share it with someone, and to be en-
couraged.   

To learn more about Together Mentoring go to: https://wlc.
church/connect--next-steps/together-mentoring/. If you 
are interested in finding out more about being a mentee, 
email Diana Vander Pas at vanderpasd@woodburyluther-
an.org or Kim Hughes at kim.hughes1671@comcast.net.
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You are invited to join us on a spiritual journey back 
to the days of Noah on a fascinating four-day mo-
torcoach tour to Ark Adventure in Kentucky. We’ll 
also explore the Garden of Eden at the amazing 
Creation Museum, and meet “Ebenezer,” a world-
class 30-foot long Allosaurus. We’ll visit interest-
ing exhibits that tell the story of the Flood and 
detailed Biblical and scientific truths about how 
we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Then we 
will climb aboard a life-size replica of Noah’s ark 
at Ark Encounter. Inside there are three decks of 
interactive exhibits that allow you to travel back 
in time and imagine what life may have been like 
for Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. 
We’ll also enjoy a fantastic Bavarian dinner and 
entertainment at the Hofbräuhaus in Newport, 
Kentucky, and have some leisure time in down-
town Galena, Illinois!

Make plans for this wonderful getaway, leaving 
May 15 and returning May 18, 2023. Your tour in-
cludes deluxe motorcoach transportation, fine 
hotel accommodations, sightseeing admissions, 
five meals, and a professional tour director. Be 
sure to register at https://tri.ps/K3Vy0 by Febru-
ary 22 to reserve your seat. Need more details?  
Please contact Pastor Dennis Bohren, a member 
of Woodbury Lutheran Church, at 503-460-7733 
or dennis.bohren@comcast.net, or visit https://
tri.ps/K3Vy0 to get more information on this ex-
citing opportunity.  Hope you can join us!  

Ark Adventure

NEXT: Pizza with the Pastor
What’s your NEXT Step at Woodbury Lutheran? If you’re new to WLC 
and wondering how to get connected into this church family, this is 
the perfect place to start!
Sunday April 16 (after services) on all campuses
• Wakota Ridge Campus: 10:30-11:45am
• Oak HIll Campus: 11:45am-1pm
• Valley Creek Campus: 11:45am-1pm
Come, have some pizza, and get connected!
Find more info and register at info.woodburylutheran.org.

Pastor Paul & Rhoda, and Pastor Tom & Stepha-
nie Pfotenhauer are now taking registrations for 
a pilgrimage to the Seven Churches recorded in 
the Book of Revelation. 

These churches were Apostle Paul and Apostle 
John’s primary focuses of ministry in Asia Monor, 
now Turkey. We will also discover the internation-
al, modern city of Istanbul. The trip will be Octo-
ber 2-14, 2023.  

If you are interested in registering for the trip, 
please contact Pastor Paul at paulrhoda@com-
cast.net or call 651-261-3416 or 651-707-7144.

Pilgrimmage with the 
Pfotenhauers

https://tri.ps/K3Vy0
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February Birthdays
1 Gene Brusehoff
 Jennifer Conway
 Heather Dahle
 Cory Ellis
 Samuel Figilmiller
 Sue Horning
 Timothy Lopez
 Jan Miller
 Austin Schoenberger
 Alex Schreiner
 Mike Slaughter
 Oliver Weisbrich
 Lauren Wess
 Cheryl White
2 Don Hartinger
 Toni Loeffler
 Bree Matysik
 Quinn Sand
 Roger Swanson
 Sharon Wuggazer
 Diana Wutke
3 Cary Arneson
 Jeremiah Corredor Parker
 Kathy Girgen
 Michael Haut
 Mitchell Hunt
 Marlys Kuehnast
 Kaye Larson
 Kevin Redington
 Pam Stafford
 James Stebbing
 Parker Taylor
 Richard Wachal
 Edison Yee
4 T.J. Cartier
 Benjamin Gannon
 Shane Lombard
 Brian Michlitsch
 Arlene Schindeldecker
 Steve Schreiner
 Reed Siegling
 Jodee Watanabe
 Nicholas Zilge
5 Gary Anderson
 Don Brocker
 Pamela Clark
 Oliver Finnegan
 Rich Horacek
 Kylee Jacobson
 Millie Lodahl
 Duncan MacLeod
 Diana McHenry
 Tom Pfotenhauer
 Carrie Pieper
 Daniel Quiros
 Gary Tourville
 Karen Wolterstorff

6 Melanie Anderson
 Bob Benson
 Caylee Charlson
 Margaret Dalbec
 Valerie Freeman
 Emma Gage
 Niko Hasapopoulos
 Susan Krinke
 Finn Minerich
 Matthew Mortenson 
 Elizabeth Radecki
 Stuart Strachan
 Janice Swanson
 Don Volbrecht
7 Dennis Bock
 Julie Horn
 Aaron Jenkins
 Brenda Kavanagh
 Henry Larscheid
 Alyson Nelson
 Jennifer Reinhard
 Landon Stoffel
 Kris Sweet
8 Jacob Bloom
 Michael Ehnstrom
 Loren Opdahl
 Peter Rowcliffe
 Brett Wilkie
9 Dorothy Blaisdell
 Freyja Brothen
 Kaylee Dahl
 Ethan Flotterud
 Greta Hansen
 Ricardo Lopez
 Samuel Miner
 Nathan Norman
 Jocelyn Norring
 Jean Rock
 Joel Symmank
10 Caleb Anderson
 David Beseman
 Laura Cloose
 Lincoln Daniels
 Arthur Grant
 Nancy Kaldor
 Jennifer Krueger
 Kathleen McNeely
 Brooklynn Meissner
 Monte Michel
 Brian Short
 Anna Wagner
11 Lon Berven
 Zach Droel
 Margo Garven
 Tanner Ignaszewski
 Vanessa McClure 
 Sue Montgomery

 Nick Rheinberger
12 Camden Diekmann
 Penelope Fowler
 Cindy Johnson
 Jay Olson
 Addi Strohfus
13 Linda Amey 
 Craig Bettman
 Jessica DCamp
 Margaret DeBerg
 Gerald Dittmann
 Clair McReynolds
 Alec Michel
 Chloe Rathousky
 Kim Scibak
 Kathleen Searles
 Andy Smialek
 Tom Speckhard
 Michael Theis
 Marc Turner
14 Lindsey Carciofini
 Muriel Gimble
 Sherri King
 Larry Lombard
 Mallard Olson
 Matthew Rodemeyer
 Elsie Thomas
15 Jecoah Cedarbloom
 Bev Diederich
 Bennett Johnson
 Roy Klasinski
 Molly McNeely
 Kristin Printon
 Hal Shaver
 Lyn Wilkie
 Sophie Young
16 Julia DeMaris
 Harold Easley
 Ed Erickson
 Todd Klusmann
 Denise LaFontaine
 Alyssa MacLeod
 Alvin Michlitsch
 Jonas Michlitsch
 Sandy Petrich
 Barb Vik
 Jan Zeller
17 Jennifer Doehrmann
 Daniel Johnson
 Dan Meyer
 Nathan McGuire
 Lynn Rizzardi
 Meg Simon
 Keeva Zilka
18 Harmony Anderson
 Konnie Harstad
 Debbie Hukee

 Sarah John
 Addison Johnson
 Andrea O’Keefe
 Erin Reberg
 Tony Reberg
 Steven Widen
 Nate Williams
19 Diane Baran
 Donna Greenlee
 Eric Harre
 Cindy Hoffbeck
 William Kosanke
 Carter LaMott
 Pam Meissner
 Adalyn Mueller
 Rachel Mueller
 Colleen Schuldt
  Marge Thoele
 Fiona Vopat
 Lauren Young
20 Marit Brothen
 Sandy Edwards
 Janice Masanz 
 Terri Swanson
21 Greg Avenson
 Aron Howard
 Julie Huber 
 Isabelle Kurth
 Gail Mullaney
 Amanda Nelson
 Mark Reed
22 Karen Boatman
 Kaye Bradshaw
 Amiah Casselberry
 Cole Horak
 Dominic Ortiz
 Riley Perryman
 Ruby Salewski
 Jeanie Yee
23 Raquel Beucler
 Jeanne Carlson
 Dean Danner
 Peggy King
 Nicole Nelson
 Paula Powell
 Aubrey Strohfus
 Nick Yee
24 Hadley Burger 
 Wesley Dittman
 Adrien Everest
 Roger Jensen
 Carri McGuire
 Mirabelle Morri
 Owen Perlt
 Tina Pokrandt
25 Theodore Charpentier
 Michelle Hartinger

 Kim Hughes
 Jim Jensen
 Peter Karlstrand
 Annabel Kush
 Emma McNally
 Bjorn Prestegaard
 Mavis Shriver
 Roger Strharsky
 McKenzie Voyda
 Cathy Yee
26 Aria Bowes
 Thomas Camilli 
 Audrina Conley
 Julie Grieger
 Stella Oxton
 Michael Peter
 Mike Pokrandt
 Erin Powell
 Elaine Southward
 Carter Wyeth
 Dean Wohlhuter
27 Bethany Breiholz 
 Julia Fog
 Dylan Granholm
 Mya Lomnes
 Jack Mathisen
 Madison Nystel
 Ivy Pertzsch
 Daniel Runge
 Tara Schlattman
 Hazel Spaeth
 Quinn Stoerzinger
 Alex Thao
28 Ellyn Barker
 Nora Barney
 Adeline Burger
 Kaylee Contreras
 Paul Cronin
 Bennett Fitzgerald
 Elly Lutz
 Nicholas Muenstermann
 Sam Muenstermann
 Megan Twait
 Tony Vik
 Charlotte Vossen
29 Bob Menge
 Isabella Riehle
 Isaiah Riehle

February Anniversaries
1 Dan & Aleesha Berkman
2 Bruce & Gail Avenson
 Mike & Debbie Heggernes
 John & Beth Welsh
3 Perry & Kelly Rogotzke
 Mike & Holly Rollefson
 Eric & Kim Sandrock
6 John Jeevanandam & Sarah John
7 Ivan & Angie Niezgocki
8 Timothy & Kathleen McNeely
10 Dan & Jane Rose
14  Dan & Jamie Anderson

 Dave & Midori Howard
 Joel & Lori Mohlenhoff
 Wayne & Gywnn Pepin
 John & Jean Rock
 Jeff & Sarah Yonkovich
15 Steve & Kelly Frisque
 Mike & Carrie Steffel
16 Dave & Suzette Hegg
 Robert & Elsie Thomas
 Jim & Sandy Tobin
17 Mark & Linda Erickson
19 Ben & Kate Griffin

 Elliott & Paula Walther
24 Steve & Kris Carlson
 Troy & Krista Hobot
25 Steve & Elaina Hane
 Dan & Peggy Krause
26 Andres & Carolyn Hernandez
 Cal & Kathy Janacek
27 Aaron & Miranda Everson
28 Harold & Elaine Easley
 Adam & Kimberly Jorgenson 



Worship Baptisms Deaths

Marriages

Woodbury Lutheran Church - Council Meeting
Tuesday, January 10, 2022 
6:30-8:30am

Meeting Highlights
2022 Budget:
We finished 2022 with an income of roughly $4.05 Million and expenses 
of roughly $3.95 Million. We missed our budgeted goal of $4.2 million, 
but income increased form 2021 by roughly $500k. With the surplus of 
roughly $88k we will put portions toward missions, long term capital, 
future multi-site and the endowment.

2023 Budget Narrative:
In Follow our goal was to raise 9 million dollars over 2 years. In 2021 we 
had a significant surplus in income that we moved into long term capital 
and future multisite as a part of Follow. Our 2023 budget is lower than 
hoped at $4.16 Million and with increases in general expenses due to 
inflation, health, and additional staff we had to work hard to get it to that 
number and still hit some of our goals in Follow. One significant choice 
we made was to keep a payment to ourselves each month in place of 
the mortgage that will be moved monthly into the long-term capital 
dedicated account. 

2023 Financial and Annual Meetings:
The financial meeting will be a recording that is sent out to the 
congregation the weekend of January 22nd and the annual meeting will 
be held on the Valley Creek Campus on January 29th at 12:15.

Synod Nominations:
The Council approved the recommendations of Pastor Tom for Synodical 
nominations for President, First Vice President, and Regional Vice 
President. The Synod election and convention are coming up this summer 
in Milwaukee.

Meeting Highlights
Call to Order & Quorum Determination
Devotions/Prayer
Consent Agenda
• December Meeting Minutes
• December Financial Report
Discussion Topics
• 2022 Budget and 2023 Budget 

Preview

Informational Topics
• Sr. Pastor Report and December 

Dashboard
• Update on New Council Members
• Annual Meeting Agenda
• Nominations for Synod Elections
Closing Prayer
Adjourn

In order to continue to grow in our communication to the congregation, 
each month we will share an update from the previous month’s 
Council meeting. Full minutes can be found HERE (https://wlc.church/
resources/newsletter-and-council-minutes/) after the 10th of each 
month.

Church Council Update
Month

Online
Saturdays @ 5:00pm
Sundays @ 9:00, 10:30am 
Youtube OnDemand

In-Person
Sundays @ 9:00 (OH, WR & VC)
Sundays @ 10:30am (OH & VC)

Please visit our website for up- 
to-date worship information. 
woodburylutheran.org

Tatum Grace Vavra
Colette Quinn Snidarich
Molly Louise Fowler
Cayden Ray Metli

Greta Odegaard & Joshua Hansen
Brianna Connor & Bailey Pawlicki

Paul Larson, brother of Joanne Arndt
Pat Johnson, mother of Brad Johnson
John Lally
Janie Koehn
Julie Mittleholtz

https://wlc.church/resources/newsletter-and-council-minutes/


Staying Connected

Ready to Take Your Next Step?
The WLC Connection Center is available 
to help you determine what your next 
step might be on the Discipleship PATH. 
Whether you want to explore options or 
you already know what your next step will 
be, our Connectors would love to help. 
The Connection Center staff at each of 
our campuses is available for each wor-
ship service.  Come and say Hi! 

Giving at WLC
Thank you for your ongoing generosity 
that keeps the ministries of Woodbury 
Lutheran functioning. Giving may be 
done by texting WLCGIVE to 833-808-
4447, through our website, and through 
the WLC app (iOS | GooglePlay). Checks 
may be mailed to the church office at 
7380 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN 55125.

Stock Donations
There are many different ways to donate 
time, talents, and treasures to Woodbury 
Lutheran Church. One way some 
members choose to donate is through the 
transfer or donation of stocks. If you have 
questions or would like more information 
on how to donate stock, please contact 
Trecie Horner at 651-731-3349. 

Monday Afternoon Women’s 
Ministry
Would you be willing to knit or crochet 
shawls, soft chemo/Neuro surgery caps 
or baby caps/afghans which would be 
given to someone who is experiencing 
a life trauma, an illness, or loss? We 
would love to have you join us on Monday 
afternoons at the Valley Creek Campus 
at 1:00pm, or bring your completed 
items to us at the Valley Creek Campus. 

Call Shirley (651) 276-7224 or email 
sungrams1@gmail.com for more info on 
how to be connected with this ministry. 

Thrivent Members!
As a service to its members Thrivent pro-
vides support through you for various 
outreach and mission events at WLC. 
Your Thrivent Action Team benefit can 
bear fruit for God’s kingdom. Please con-
tact Brad Miller (millerb@woodburylu-
theran.org) if you want to help, or to learn 
more. Thanks!

High School Youth Summer 
Mission Experience
Our WLCYOUTH Summer 2023 Mission 
Experience locations were shared in 
November and posted on wlcyouth.org. 
If you have a current 8th-12th grader at 
your house, check out this high school 
opportunity. 

First Communion Classes Is Open
All 6th grade families and families of 
youth who’ve not yet been prepared for 
their First Communion are invited to reg-
ister for First Communion classes.  We 
have 2 groups, one that meets on Sun-
days at the Valley Creek campus at 1pm 
or Tuesdays at the Oak Hill campus at 
6:30pm.  Each youth attends with a par-
ent/mentor for 4 weeks during Lent (Feb 
26-Apr 6).  Families from all campuses 
can choose whichever day & campus 
fits your family’s schedule. Registration 
can be found at wlc.church/milestones/
first-communion/

All Campus Middle School Mania
February 24th, 6:30-8:00 PM (WR) We’ll 
be at the Wakota Ridge campus to have 

a grand old time! No RSVP necessary. 
No cost!  Friends are invited!  A delightful 
night of devotions, games, and fun!  

Looking for more information 
to stay connected? 

Scan the 
QR code above!

mailto:sungrams1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
http://wlcyouth.org
http://wlc.church/milestones/first-communion/
http://wlc.church/milestones/first-communion/
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Visit woodburylutheran.org

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125
Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082

Wakota Ridge Campus (W) 
255 W Douglas Street

South St. Paul, MN 55075

Afton Land
12122 40th Street South

Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144
Visit us on the web at  

www.woodburylutheran.org

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125
Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives

1 (O) Pastoral Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

1 (V,W) Women of the Word
Wednesdays, 9:00am 
Contact: Diana Vander Pas 
651-739-5144 x208

1 (V) Mitten Ladies
Wednesdays, 12:30pm 
Contact: Lyndis VanderLouw 
651-469-3313

1 (O,V) MS & HS Youth 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

2 (V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith  
651-308-9113 

3 (V) Kitchen Band
1st & 3rd Fridays, 9:00am
Contact: Margo Garven 
651-788-1713 

3 (O,V,W) All Campus Youth 
Tubing  
Friday, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

4 (V) Saturday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 7:00am 
Contact: Jeff Linert 
651-387-9428 

4  (O) Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 8:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

4 (V) Baptism Class 
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank  
651-472-1975 

5 (O,V,W) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 9:00am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

5 (V) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 10:30am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

6 (V) Monday Men’s Study 
Mondays, 10:45am 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

6 (V) Red Cross Blood Drive  
Monday, 1:00pm 
www.redcross.org

6 (V) Ladies’ Gathering 
Group 
Mondays, 1:00pm 
Contact: Shirley Mertens 
651-276-7224

7  (V) Grief Support Group 
Tuesdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

7 (V) WLC Choir Rehearsal 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Contact: Stephanie 
Pfotenhauer
561-504-5164 

22 (V) Ash Wednesday Noon 
Worship 
Wednesday, 12:00pm 

22 (0,V,W) Lenten Meals
Wednesday, 5:30pm

22 (0,V,W) Ash Wednesday 
Worship
Wednesday, 7:00pm 

February 2023 Calendar

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/calendar-events/calendar/
http://www.redcross.org

