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INTRODUCTION 

Common sense isn't always as natural as it might seem. When experiencing heightened 

emotions, common sense for some is the first thing to be thrown out the window. This very 

natural human approach usually ends badly for most of us. Once we get our wits about us 

again, we feel silly for jumping to wild conclusions. For some, as we get older and have 

lived enough life, we can pause before reacting, but others keep this coping mechanism for 

life. However, there are also times when common sense can't help us, no matter how strong 

or steadfast we are. In those moments, it is faith that sees us through. The Scripture we are 

looking at today shows how the Pharisees' lack of faith and increased emotions led to them 

throwing all common sense out the window.  

 

TODAY'S READING 

Read Matthew 12:22-45, and take note of the dramatic interaction between Jesus and the 

Pharisees. 

 

In verses 25-32, Jesus talks about how, if a house is divided, that house will fall. This calls to 

mind the popular motto, "United we stand, divided we fall." Jesus explains that when there 

is division or warring in a kingdom, city, or household, they will fold in and fall. He uses this 

teaching to help understand why it makes no sense to accuse him of being a demon. Why 

would he cast out a demon if he were a demon? It would be turning on his own kind, 

ultimately leading to his demise. Maybe the Pharisees didn't see the irony of their 

statements, given their strong self-centered attitudes. When you only look out for yourself, 

you miss out on the ability to stand firm as a group. 

   

Jesus then explains the severity of the consequences of choosing to stand against the Son of 

God. He says in verse 30, "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather 

with me scatters abroad." There is no grey area with Jesus. Either you are with him or 

against him. He further explains that being against him and speaking against the Holy Spirit 

is unforgivable. He says this is not just for the people he is talking to that day but for all the 

ages to come.  

 

But let's not skip over the grace. He offers a safe place in his care to be gathered among 

him. God's one and only, holy, perfect Son allows us to be gathered with him. God's 

goodness and grace through the sacrifice of Jesus will ultimately enable his children to be 

gathered together in heaven. This grace and love are things we don't deserve and cannot 

earn. 

 

In verses 38-45, the Pharisees continue to question Jesus and ask him for a sign. As if 

healing a man from demons isn't sign enough, they want him to defend himself further.  



Jesus doesn't take to this too kindly. He rebukes them and talks about stories from the Old 

Testament that parallel him. Jonah was in the belly of the whale for three days, just like he 

would be dead for three days.   He makes it clear that he is greater than the temple, the 

prophet Jonah and greater than King Solomon.  

 

In the last section of the passage (verses 43-45), Jesus shares a parable with the Israelites 

to show the position they are putting themselves in. By not believing in Jesus and turning 

from him, they open themselves to pain even more extraordinary than they know. He uses 

the idea of the man he healed, saying that if he returns to his old ways of sinning, he will be 

tortured by seven more demons, which will be a far worse existence than before. Without 

faith in Jesus and the salvation he freely offers, nothing on this earth will be as dreadful as 

the eternal pits of hell.  

 

Knowing that God is for us and wants to gather us to himself is our greatest joy. The 

Israelites needed to see their own lack of common sense and their lack of faith. Don't be 

like the Israelites; trust in the one true God who created heaven and earth and provided a 

Savior to rescue you. Don't ask for proof like the Pharisees but look at all the evidence he 

has already provided you.   

 

This week focus on the areas where you may want God to prove himself to you. How can 

you change your mindset to that of trust and faith? Spending time in his Word allows for 

growth and change in your life that can have eternal positive consequences.     

 

PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to this world to live among the most wretched of us and 

willingly giving up your life to save us. I/we pray that I/we can focus learn more from your 

Word and see the many ways God foretold and prepared us for your arrival. Help me/us 

also know that the proof of your love and power was revealed on the cross for all humanity. 

As I/we await your second coming, Lord, please help me/us see how you still impact this 

world today, and help me/us see the opportunities you give me/us to share your love with 

others. In your name I/we pray. Amen. 


