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INTRODUCTION 
In the book of Jonah, God uses the prophet Jonah to bring his message of repentance to the 
city of Nineveh. The people in the city of Nineveh had been committing wicked acts, and 
were liable for judgment from God. In Bible reading for today, God has a similar message 
for unbelieving cities. The message of repentance that is seen throughout the Old 
Testament is carried along with the preaching and teaching of John the Baptist, and now 
with Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
TODAY’S READING 
In your Bible, read Matthew 11:20-24. As you are reading this section, make a note of any 
items that surprise you, or jump out at you in some way.  
 
In Jesus’ ministry, he spent some time traveling around teaching and performing miracles 
in a number of different cities in Galilee. In verse 20, however, Matthew’s audience learns 
about the vast indifference to Jesus’ teaching and miracles. The repentance and faith that he 
desires from some cities has not happened. They have not repented from their ways and 
turned towards God in faith. How would you define repentance?  
 
In verse 21 we get into the words of Jesus directly. Jesus announces “woe” to two specific 
cities. What do you think Jesus’ purpose is in denouncing these cities? What did he want His 
audience to understand?  
 
When Jesus announces “woe” to these cities he is briefly explaining that judgment awaits 
the people of these cities. So, try reading verse 21 again and replace “woe” with “judgment 
awaits you (insert city name).”  
 
Jesus announces this judgment to the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida. The “mighty works” 
that had been done in these cities (and other cities) had the sole purpose of bringing 
witnesses to repentance and faith in Jesus as Lord. However, Jesus’ words tells us that 
people from these two cities did not do so. They continued their sinful ways. In your life, 
has God ever confronted your sinful ways? Did you continue these sins or did you change 
your ways?  
 
Jesus goes on to compare these two cities and their inhabitants to two other cities. In the 
second half of verse 21, Jesus mentions these other cities: Tyre and Sidon. These two cities 
were home to some pagan people. They were unbelievers. But Jesus explains that if the 
same “mighty works” had been done in those cities, then they would have repented long 
ago! How are unrepentant sinners similar to unbelievers?  
 
We are similar to the citizens of Chorazin and Bethsaida because we, too, do not want to 
always repent. We would rather do what is easy and fun. And sin often falls into those 
categories. Without the Holy Spirit helping us, we would never turn from our sinful ways 



and there would be nothing but “woe” spoken unto us as well. But, thanks to the Holy 
Spirit, we can fully and regularly acknowledge our sin, repent, and live Godly lives like Jesus 
envisions.  
 
Jesus continues his comparison with Tyre and Sidon. Read verse 22 again. Jesus does not 
mean that these cities (Tyre and Sidon) and other enemies of God will escape judgment. 
Instead, all unbelievers will still be condemned on the Last Day. Whether you are a citizen 
of Tyre/Sidon or Chorazin/Bethsaida, the end result is unpleasant. The same goes for an 
unrepentant sinner and an unbeliever.  
 
In verses 23 and 24, Jesus shifts to a brief comparison of the city of Capernaum and the city 
of Sodom. Capernaum is a famous city where Jesus' ministry and mighty works took place. 
As for Sodom, it was destroyed with Gomora in Genesis, and was known for the 
homosexual acts that took place within its walls. Jesus explains that even Sodom would 
surely still be standing if Jesus had performed his mighty works there! Then he adds that 
Sodom will be tolerated more than Capernaum will be on judgment day.  
 
Even though these words are directed towards a certain audience and certain failures, 
there are still some important gleanings from this reading. The Holy Spirit works in our 
hearts to produce a life that is pleasing to God. We are aware of our sinful ways, we repent, 
we work to be better, and we give thanks and praise to God who saved us from the 
punishment for sin. Jesus communicates the faith he intended to stir up in witnesses and 
people who hear the Word. We know that that faith has affected our lives in the way that 
Jesus has intended.  
 
PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, my/our deliverer and teacher, I/we thank you for your wisdom and your call to 
live a better life. I/we ask that you continue to work in my/our hearts to guide my/our 
conscience toward your example. Thank you for your victory on the cross that saved me/us 
from punishment. Without Calvary, I/we would be lost and estranged from you and your 
love. In your name I/we pray. Amen.  


