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INTRODUCTION 
When you think about the people who you are closest with in life, who comes to mind? An 
immediate family member? A relative? Perhaps it’s a life-long friend, a co-worker, or a 
spouse. Who’s the first one you want to tell about what happened to you at work, or to help 
watch the kids for the night. Whether these people are related to you by blood or not, these 
people are truly part of your family, aren’t they?  
 
The bond you create with those around you isn’t necessarily based on a family tree, but 
because the relationships you share are strong. Through today's Bible study of Matthew 
12:46-50, we will discover what it truly means to be part of God's family. We’ll see what 
makes us brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
TODAY’S READING 
We all have our immediate family, the blood relatives we love and cherish. However, we 
also have those friendships and connections outside our nuclear family—those people who 
we chose to share life with and love to be with. As Christians especially, we are connected 
to the Church. We are called to be part of the body of Christ – God’s family.  
 
Read Matthew 12:46. 
 
This story might come as a shock. We don’t always think about Jesus having brothers and 
sisters. We know that the virgin Mary conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
that Joseph married her after an angel told him that Mary had not been unfaithful, but that 
she was going to bear God's Son. Today’s reading suggests that, after Jesus' birth, Joseph 
and Mary went on to have several children together. These were likely Jesus’ half-brothers 
and half-sisters.  
 
Read again the question Jesus asks in v. 48. 
 
Obviously Jesus knew who his earthly mother and half-brothers were. However, Jesus, the 
fantastic teacher he is, spoke to the crowd to make a point.  
 
Read v. 49-50 again.  
 
Essentially Jesus is saying that his true family is not those who are physically related to 
him. His true family are all those who believe in God. In other words, we, as Christians, are 
part of God’s family. We do not deserve to be a part of his gracious family. However, our 
Father sent his one and only Son to die on the cross for the sin that separates us from him. 
We are adopted into his family and connected to Christ through our baptism and faith.  
 
In light of this gracious adoption into God’s family, we need to ask ourselves, who is our 
true family? Who are the people you want close to you? Are they leading you in the right 



direction? Are they keeping their faith a priority? Are they bettering themselves and 
seeking to do God's will? How can you help with God's work in their lives?  
 
As Christians, we need to live in balance. On one hand, God has given us our vocations as 
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers in our biological families. God wants 
us to love and take care of our earthly families. Paul even goes so far as to say, “Anyone who 
does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever (1 Timothy 5:8).” On the other hand, Jesus tells us 
that our ultimate loyalty should be to him and our spiritual family. We need to get our 
priorities straight.  
 
So what does this look like in your life as a Christian? What does putting Jesus first look 
like? When should you prioritize your biological family over your church family, and vice 
versa? Do any situations come to mind? 
 
Can you think of any situations in your life currently where you’re struggling to find the 
balance between caring for your earthly family and caring for your church family? What do 
you think Jesus would do in your situation?  
 
The honest truth is that we will always struggle with this. We will mix up our priorities. 
Sometimes we will neglect our faith while tending to family affairs. Sometimes we will 
neglect our family duties while tending to spiritual ones. It is hard to find the right balance. 
The good news is that Jesus died for all sins, past, present, and future. We don't always have 
to get it perfect. We just need to turn to him for grace and forgiveness. Life is messy. 
Discipleship is messy. Thankfully we have a Savior who is not afraid to step into our mess 
and help us. He provides us with both earthly families and church families, and for that we 
should be thankful.  
 
PRAYER 
Gracious Father, thank you for letting me/us be a part of your glorious family. Please guide 
me/us toward the path and work you have planned for me/us. Help me/us prioritize 
my/our faith in you and help me/us take good care of both my/our earthly family and my 
church family. In your holy name, Amen. 


