
ST. MATTHEW PRESENTS THE CHRIST 
HOME STUDY: Friday, February 3, 2023 
 
INTRODUCTION 
How strong are you? Are you physically able to lift extremely heavy objects? Do you have 
the physical strength you used to? What about spiritual strength? Do you have the power to 
do everything you need to do, in the spiritual parts of your life? Fortunately, none of us 
have to rely on our own spiritual strength, when it comes to getting right with God, or even 
when it comes to facing up to the trials and temptations of life. Jesus came to be our friend, 
our advocate, our strength-giver! 
 
TODAY’S READING 
Read Matthew 9:27-31. Make note of anything in this reading that you find unusual, 
surprising, or hard to figure out. 
 
Why do you suppose the two blind men called out to Jesus the way they did? 
 
What must they have heard about Jesus previously? 
 
By referring to Jesus as “Son of David,” they were giving him respect as the promised 
descendant of David who would rule on his throne forever – in other words, the Messiah. 
From what you’ve read so far in St. Matthew’s Gospel, was this a commonly-used title for 
Jesus? 
 
Why do you suppose these two blind men were so bold as to use this Messianic title for 
Jesus? 
 
Verse 28 indicates that Jesus kept moving, after hearing the blind men’s call; but they 
somehow followed him into a building. What do you make of this detail in the story? What 
does it suggest about the blind men’s level of faith? About their level of desperation? 
 
Jesus asks them a very direct question in verse 28. What a great question!  
 
Imagine you submit a prayer request via our church’s website today, for something huge 
and life-changing – and then Jesus appears before you, looks you in the eye, and asks you 
the very same question he asked of those two blind men. What would your honest answer 
be? 
 
Is it easier to believe that Jesus has the power to do small things, and perform small 
miracles, than it is to believe that he can pull off the bigger things? Why is that? 
 
After they’re healed, with their sight restored, why do you suppose Jesus warns the two 
men not to share their news? Do you think he senses that many people won’t really believe 
in him for who he is, but will only believe in the miracles he does? What’s the difference, 
and why’s it important? 



What do you suppose was the Lord’s reaction to what happened in verse 31? Anger? 
Disappointment? Understanding? 
 
Now read Matthew 9:28-34. 
 
Jesus demonstrates his divine power even over the forces of evil, by casting out a demon 
from a man. Satan is always looking to control God’s children. Sometimes he does this in 
frighteningly powerful ways, such as by possessing a person (like the man in the story); 
and sometimes he does this is subtle, almost-unnoticeable ways.  
 
Which method do you imagine Satan uses most often in our lives? Is that method just as 
dangerous, and just as deadly, in the end? 
 
We all need to rely daily on the divine power of Christ to be able to resist temptations, and 
to lessen Satan’s influence, in our own lives. Right? It’s not something we can do on our 
own. 
 
So, answer these questions honestly.  
 

 Do you believe that Jesus is able to help you resist temptations? 
 Do you believe that Jesus has the power to lessen Satan’s influence in your life? 
 Do you believe that you’re not able to go it alone, when it comes to spiritual 

warfare? 
 Will you pray daily for the Lord’s strength, power, and guidance in your life, when it 

comes to battling temptations and struggling against evil influences? 
 
Finally, compare the crowds’ reaction in verse 33 with the Pharisees’ reaction in verse 34.  
 
Which group seems to be on the right pathway, when it comes to understanding who Jesus 
really is? Which group seems to be heading in the wrong direction? 
 
The Pharisees seem to be hardening their hearts about Jesus, don’t they? Do you think that 
Satan was leading them along, influencing them little by little, in their interactions with 
Jesus? Very sad … but let us not be so influenced ourselves. Rely fully on the divine power 
of Jesus! 
 
PRAYER 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your faithful people. Keep 
me/us steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort me/us in all temptations, defend me/us 
against all enemies, and bestow on your whole Church your saving peace. In Jesus’ strong 
name, Amen. 


