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We are delighted to welcome one and all to our church today! We gather 

from all walks of life, and we are an assembly of many different ages, life 

experiences, and backgrounds. Yet every one of us has the same inner 

need. We are God’s creatures, and our spirits need to be in unity with our 

Lord. Today we focus on the Word of God from St. John's Gospel, and we 

rejoice at the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ. As the Lord's people, we 

rejoice to be here together with you on this day. Welcome to Hope! 

SERVICE INFORMATION 
 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY   

Rev. Dr. Bill Harmon   President, Southeastern District LCMS 

Rev. Wayne Puls   Senior Pastor 

Rev. Devin Murphy   Associate Pastor 

Beth Agner     Lead Director of Christian Education 

 

INFORMATION
 

WORSHIP CHECK-IN. Please take a moment to check in online on the 

homepage of Hope's website (www.hopelutheranwf.org). A special 

welcome to guests and visitors today!  

 

OFFERINGS & TITHES. All are invited to make an offering today, as a 

worshipful expression of thanksgiving to God, and in support of the ministries 

of Hope Lutheran Church. You may place your gift in the offering plate next 

to the sanctuary exit doors as you leave. May God bless our offerings and 

tithes, and bless the ministry which these gifts enable!  



 3 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 21, 2024 ~ 8:30 & 11:00AM 

 

     
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & TIME OF GREETING 
 

INVOCATION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. We 
confess that sometimes our faith is weak, and we are indifferent to your will.You call us to 
proclaim your name, but we are silent.  You call us to do what is just, but we remain idle. You 
call us to live faithfully, but we are afraid. You call to us to be holy, but we are sinners. In your 
mercy, forgive us. Give us courage to follow in your way, that joined with those from ages 
past, who have served you with faith, hope, and love, we may inherit the kingdom you 
promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

  



 4 

HYMN  “Beautiful Savior” (LBW518) 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  “This Is The Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
C: Strengthen us by your Spirit and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

     
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Congregation is seated 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three 
days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called 
out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed 
God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster 
that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 

EPISTLE LESSON 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those 
who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though 
they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. 
For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

ANTHEM (11:00AM) “I Will Arise” 
 Senior Choir 
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Congregation stands 

ALLELUIA VERSE (8:30AM) “Alleluia! Alleluia!” (TCH365) 

HOLY GOSPEL John 6:16-24 
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the 
sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough 
because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 20 But he said to 
them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately 
the boat was at the land to which they were going. 22 On the next day the crowd that remained on 
the other side of the sea saw that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not 
entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from 
Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So 
when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the 
boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Congregation is seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                          Children may come to the front. 
Children ages 3 – Grade 2 may leave for Children’s Church immediately following the  

Children’s Message by Lead DCE Beth Agner. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (WOV731) 
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“JOHN” SERMON SERIES “The Broken Mentality” 
President, Southeastern District LCMS

Congregation stands 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

     
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

  

Communion Participation: As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ’s body and blood are truly 
present with the bread and wine, offering forgiveness of sins to all who believe in Jesus Christ.  We 
ask those who commune to share this unity of faith in Christ and understanding of the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. Since the Scripture teaches that we are to examine ourselves before eating of the 
bread and drinking of the cup (1 Corinthians 11:28), if you are not certain of the meaning of Holy 
Communion or have not been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith, please speak with the 
Pastor before communing.   
 
Communion Distribution Process: Please form two lines in the main center aisle, proceeding to the 
altar. After you have received communion, you may return to your pew via the side aisles. 
  

 
White grape juice is provided in the center of the trays. Individual cups may be placed in the baskets 
provided by the acolyte. Gluten-free bread is available upon request. 
 
Communion and Children: First communion is ordinarily offered at Hope to youth after instruction 
classes in the 5th grade.  Children and youth who have not been confirmed may come to the altar to 
receive a blessing. Children and non-confirmed youth should fold their arms over their chest to 
acknowledge they are receiving the blessing. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying:  “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 

The ministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

COMMUNION SONG “Eat This Bread; Drink This Cup” (WOV706) 

 Repeat 
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Congregation is seated 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS “Hark, The Voice of Jesus Calling” (LBW381) 
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“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” (WOV723)   

 

WORDS OF BLESSING 
 
Congregation stands 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P:  Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for equipping us in this meal as you send us forth from this 

place into your mission field. 
C:  Go with us, Lord, so that we may faithfully proclaim your Word and live out your love in our 

families and communities. In your name we pray and live. Amen. 
 

     
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BENEDICTION  
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CLOSING HYMN  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (LBW467) 

DISMISSAL  
P: The worship is ended. 
C: The service now begins. 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE         

   
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Selected hymns from Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress, Used by permission. Onelicense.net#A701721. 
Selected hymns from With One Voice © 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, Used by permission. Onelicense.net#A701721. 
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   
 

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION: DISTRICT MISSION. Join us this week as we have the 

special privilege of hearing from our Southeastern District President Bill Harmon, from 

9:45-10:45AM in Room 301, sharing some of the vision, mission, and resources he and 

his team have planned for churches in the Southeastern District. Come learn how we 

can help support and participate in that mission and what resources are available to 

us here at Hope. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY.  Hope members, join us today at 1:30 PM in the 

Sanctuary. Stay informed and vote on key issues. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE. Come join us at 5:30- 7:30 on Wednesday nights through 

February 7 for dinner and the continuation of a congregational study on the Gospel 

of John. Our WNA studies will pick up our verse-by-verse coverage of John that 

coordinates with our sermons, Sunday morning Bible studies, and home studies. Listen 

in as we explore the beautiful vistas of John’s Gospel and learn more about Jesus, the 

Word made flesh. Questions? dmurphy@hopelutheranwf.org. 
 

MISSION FAIR. Hope will be holding our Mission Fair today, after each service, in the 

Children’s Center, Leaders from Hope’s many ministries that serve in our local 

community will be available to share information and answer questions. Come learn 

all the ways you can be involved in proclaiming and living the word and love of Christ 

in our local community and beyond. There are opportunities for all to serve! 
 

KID’S MINISTRY: MADE WITH LOVE. Come to Hope’s annual Made with Love cooking 

event, on 2/3 from 2-4PM. Cost is $15 per family. It is important to make time for family 

always, but in February, we want to share the love and encourage families to come 

enjoy some homemade love. At this event, families will spend time together 

preparing a meal to bake at home. Register on the Kid’s Ministry page on the Hope 

website. Questions? bagner@hopelutheranwf.org. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL WINTER WONDERLAND PARTY. Come join us today at 3:30PM for a fun 

afternoon of winter-themed snacks and games. We will have a snowball fight, build 

igloos, and have fun “walking in a winter wonderland.” Cost will be $5. Sign up on the 

website. See y’all there. Questions? madamec@hopelutheranwf.org. 
 

BREW COLLEGE AGE. We will be meeting on 1/25. This meeting will take place at 

Village Deli in The Factory. We will be starting a series over the Sermon on the Mount 

this month. Questions? madamec@hopelutheranwf.org or 832-451-5441.  
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FLORAL TEAM. Members of the Floral Team create the altar flower arrangements seen 

in the sanctuary every week, and in doing so, give back a gift of beauty to the One 

who created us. Flowers are just so refreshing and beautiful. To know God has given 

us so many varieties to choose from is simply divine. The members of this team work in 

pairs and support each other with flower purchasing, arranging, and substituting 

during scheduling challenges. If you feel inspired to join this ministry or are simply 

interested in learning more about the Floral Team, please contact Dottie Reading at 

dottiereading@yahoo.com. No prior experience or training is required—veteran team 

members will show you everything you need to know about the process! 
 

EXTENDED CARE PRESCHOOL TEACHER. Hope Lutheran Preschool is a Christ-centered 

preschool looking for an enthusiastic, energetic Extended Care Teacher who loves 

working with children ages 2-3 years old. Experience working with children is required. 

Hours for this position are Monday through Friday, 11:30AM to 5:15PM. The position is 

available now. Please send your resume or inquire to Regina Fisher, Preschool 

Director, at rfisher@hopelutheranwf.org.  
 

THE 3 B'S (Bible, Beer, and Bourbon) Men's Small Group will be meeting 1/26 at 7PM 

at 1617 Heritage Links Drive, Wake Forest. This small group is a place where men 21 

and over can gather for devotions, discussions, and drinks. If you can make it, please 

text (818)642-7570 to let us know.  
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