
ST. MATTHEW PRESENTS THE CHRIST 
HOME STUDY: FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2023 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Over the last couple of weeks, we have been working through the Sermon on the Mount in 
the Gospel of Matthew as a congregation. We have been doing this in a sermon, a few 
Sunday morning and Wednesday night Bible studies, and home studies. We learned about 
the Kingdom of Heaven in Jesus’ teachings up on this mountain. We followed Jesus up the 
mountain, and now we follow Jesus to the next part of his ministry. We follow the Lord 
down from the mountain, and see him put that Kingdom in bright neon, put it on display, 
and see the glory of this King who comes down to bring healing to his people. 
 
TODAY’S READING 
In your Bible, read Matthew 8:1-4. As you are reading this section, make a note of any items 
that surprise you, or jump out at you in some way. 
 
At the end of chapter 7, Matthew ends with writing, “And when Jesus finished these 
sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who 
had authority, and not as their scribes” (7:28-29). The crowds marveled at Jesus, but they 
only marveled. The crowds did not show that they believed in Jesus as their Lord, but only 
as a teacher. From these crowds, however, emerges someone who shows he has begun to 
believe in the divine power of Jesus: a leper.  
 
In 8:2, Matthew marks the beginning of this surprising scene with “behold.” Matthew (and 
other Biblical authors) uses this term to point out something noteworthy and significant. In 
this case it’s the man who comes out of the crowds and distinguishes himself from them by 
his trust in Jesus and his authority. The startling thing about this man is that he is a leper. 
This is noteworthy for a couple of reasons. The first is that Old Testament Law required 
lepers to live apart from the community of Israel and keep themselves at a distance from 
others (read Leviticus 13:45-46). Leprosy was not a contagious disease itself, but the 
problem arose when they would touch someone. When they would touch someone, they 
would transmit their ritual uncleanness to others. Holiness in Israel was symbolized by 
being whole—or “normal,” as God defined it. Uncleanliness negated that state of being 
normal/whole. Nevertheless, this man approaches Jesus, close enough that Jesus could 
touch him. How do you picture the crowds reacting to this leper being among them so 
close? How would you have reacted? 
 
The leper gets closer to Jesus and kneels down. Why did the leper kneel before Jesus? What 
did that action mean for him?  
 
The words that he speaks to Jesus reveal the second remarkable thing about the leper’s 
approach. Read these words again in verse 2. Why do you think he asked to be made clean 
rather than to be healed?  
 



We can place ourselves in the shoes of this leper, too. In our sinful lives we often feel 
broken or dirty. Whether that horrible feeling in our gut is our fault or not, it still hurts. Just 
like the leper, we have the opportunity to kneel before Jesus and lay our brokenness and 
dirtiness at his feet. We have the opportunity to ask for his help. Many of us do this 
whenever we kneel at the communion rail. We ask for God to cleanse our sin and 
brokenness with his forgiveness through his body and blood. Jesus acknowledges our faith 
and cleanses us just like he did for the leper. 
 
Read verse 3 again. Jesus responds to the request of the leper with words that are 
matching. Wonderfully, the deed matches the need. In other words, Jesus stretched out his 
hand and touched the leper. Why did a holy person like Jesus touch an unclean person? 
Wouldn’t that defile Jesus? The unclean man who was forbidden to touch anyone is touched 
by the person who is fully clean and fully God. This extraordinarily powerful gesture is a 
gesture of love and acceptance. Not only that but the reverse happens than what would 
normally happen. If someone were to touch or be touched by the leper, then they would be 
made unclean as well. But Jesus touches this leper and the leper is made clean since Jesus is 
clean! Wow! Imagine how the man would have felt. How would you have responded to 
Jesus cleansing you? 
 
Take a look again at verse 4. Here Jesus instructs the leper to say nothing to any and 
instead go to the temple to show the priests and make a sacrifice. If the man had been 
cleansed by Jesus, why did he still need to go and offer a sacrifice?  
 
In order for the man’s life to be returned to normal and for him to be accepted by the 
community he would have to go and submit himself to be examined by a priest. The priest 
would pronounce him to be clean. Then the man would offer up a sacrifice at the temple in 
grateful acknowledgement that his cleansing has taken place. Not only that, but Jesus tells 
him to say nothing about his healing to anyone. That’s a bit strange. Perhaps we can read 
this as Jesus telling the man, “Don’t do this, but rather do that.” Jesus said this for the 
benefit of the man himself. Following the miracle, he could have been so eager to tell others 
the good news that he might have neglected the important process (and lengthy journey!) 
of traveling to the temple in Jerusalem for the priestly verification, offering, and being 
received back into the community. Jesus does not need the leper to speak about his mighty 
deed; his mighty deeds will speak for themselves.  
 
PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, gracious Lord, thank you for the gift of life each and every day. Thank you for 
your love through the highs and lows of life. I/We pray for all of those who are afflicted by 
disease and illness. Give them strength and peace as they navigate these difficult times. 
I/We also come to you with all of my/our brokenness and dirtiness. I/We lay them at your 
feet and humbly ask you for healing and cleansing. Thank you for the gift of grace and 
forgiveness through your sacrifice on the cross once and for all. Amen. 


