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INTRODUCTION  
Not long ago we saw images in the news media about a house in the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina that collapsed into the ocean surf. This beachside home was undercut by the 
waves and tidal surge of a recent storm. The sand washed away, and the beams holding up 
the house fell down. Not only did the homeowner lose a valuable dwelling place, but pieces 
of that home were strewn along the beach, creating a dangerous situation for others.  
 
Jesus shares a similar image with us in today’s reading. But the Lord is not just talking 
about buildings and structures. He’s talking about our lives, and our relationships with God 
himself. As we read from Matthew’s Gospel today, may God’s Spirit help us to examine 
ourselves honestly, to examine sincerely the foundations upon which our lives (and eternal 
lives) are built. 
 
TODAY’S READING 
Read Matthew 7:24-29. What’s your first reaction to this reading?  
 
What is Jesus saying about your life?  
 
Do you see yourself as being more like the first man, or are you more similar to the second 
man? 
 
It’s interesting that Matthew records these words as the very end, or conclusion, of Jesus’ 
famous Sermon on the Mount. In what way is this conclusion a call to action? 
 
Do you think that it’s pretty easy for Christians to hear God’s Word, to assent to it 
intellectually, and even to believe it deep down in their hearts … but then to fail to do those 
words of God? Fail to live up to those words of God? Are you ever guilty of this type of 
behavior? 
 
We all fall short of God’s expectations and desires. Sin is part of our human nature always. 
It affects our daily living, and damages our connection with God. We may love God’s Word, 
and treasure its promises. We may believe the Bible, and honor it in our hearts. But, as the 
same time, we all have trouble living up to the Word of God, and we struggle to follow it 
faithfully. Is that true for you? Take a few moments and share a silent prayer of confession 
to the Lord. 
 
Here's the good news! God’s Word is not just a set of demands, and a condemnation for our 
failings. Yes, the Bible holds us accountable and makes the truth of our sins painfully 
evident. But the Bible also brings healing, renewal, mercy, and forgiveness. God’s Word 
reveals his Law for our lives; but the Word also brings the Gospel to our souls. In Christ 
Jesus, the Word made flesh, God’s grace has been shared with us. Through his death and 
resurrection, we have forgiveness – undeserved forgiveness, but real forgiveness! 



 
In every moment of our lives – and perhaps especially when we’ve stumbled into sin – we 
need to cling to the Word of God. Our only hope for forgiveness is in the sweet words of 
Jesus Christ. His mercy is our strength. His love is our foundation for living in this world, 
and for eternal life. 
 
What are some practical, day-to-day ways that you could actually live out the words of 
Jesus today? 
 
What is the one promise, or assurance, from God’s Word that gives you the most comfort 
today? 
 
When your last day comes, will you be confident that Jesus Christ died for you, and that 
your sins are truly forgiven? He gives you his Word that it is so! 
 
Build your life, today and forever, on the solid rock of Christ’s words! 
 
 
PRAYER      
Lord God, bless your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and peace to 
convert those not yet your own, and to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May 
your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the 
life; so that, as you have promised, your Word may achieve the purpose for which you send 
it. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. 
  


