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Prayer: God of glory and mercy, before his death in shame, your Son went to the mountain top and you revealed his life 
in glory.  Where prophets witnessed to him, you proclaimed him your Son, but he returned to die among us. Help us 
face evil with courage, knowing that all things, even death, are subject to your transforming power. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE TRANSFIGURATION STORY 
 
Today we reflect on the story of Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain top. In the story, not only do we hear God’s 
voice saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him, but we, like Jesus, are at a turning point. Up to this point in 
the gospel of Luke, Jesus has been ministering in Galilee: teaching, preaching, healing, and gathering a community. 
Soon after this story, Luke writes that Jesus steadfastly points his face toward Jerusalem. 
 
Jesus is at a pivotal moment. Every day Jesus had the choice of being the Messiah or walking away from it all. This 
story is a heightened moment of that ongoing decision. When he points his face toward Jerusalem, he is pointing himself 
toward all that is intended for him there: betrayal, arrest, torture, and crucifixion. Yet Jesus heeds God’s call and 
continues the journey. Today, as we are gathered in worship and prepared to celebrate the Eucharist, we are asked if we 
will continue the journey. We’ll walk with Jesus to the mountain top. Will we walk with him to the cross and beyond? 
 
The Transfiguration is theatrical. It is drama at its finest. The mountain peak as the stage of the performance, the 
appearance of the greatest drama known to Israel, Moses and Elijah, a moving cloud center stage and the booming voice 
of God from on high. It is a scene of heavenly marvel which is accompanied by the all too fearful bumbling of our 
human frailty. Peter, Jesus’ rock and entertainer of a disciple, tugging on Jesus’ sleeve, “I don’t know what to say Jesus, 
but maybe I could build a tent for each one of you guys, if you think that is a good idea.”  
 
Peter represents the elements of a tragicomedy. Most of us can relate to his impetuous tomfoolery borne out of an 
insecurity of not knowing how to act in certain circumstances. I know I can! It is amusing in this instance, but this same 
suddenness foreshadows his tragic denial of Jesus when his insecurities will get the best of him at Jesus’ arrest. Again, 
sadly for me, a wholly relatable impulse towards self-preservation.  
 
The transfiguration or “metamorphosis” as indicated by the Greek word is a curious event. It is magnificent and 
confounding at the same time. The three companions of Jesus are so moved by the experience and its affirmation of 
Jesus’ identity that they fall down and worship him. Yet, how confounding that these men, who just heard Peter confess 
Jesus as the Christ at Caesarea Philippi, are commanded to tell no one what they saw and heard on the mountain until 
Jesus has endured his passion.  
 
Why not allow them the freedom to testify to the truth of Peter’s confession which God had affirmed for them on the 
dramatic stage? 
 
Perhaps part of the answer to that lies in the trajectory of Jesus’ glory. One would imagine that Peter, James, and John 
having seen what they did would make every effort to elevate Jesus to a place of earthly power. They certainly had their 
suspicions as to his uniqueness. After the transfiguration, there were no longer any doubts. Muster the troops and usher 
in God’s kingdom. However, Jesus’ plan for victory did not entail collecting a band of armed insurrectionists who 
would rally behind his promising charisma as previous and later messianic wannabes. His elevation to power would 
come through suffering.    
 
We need to dial back to the beginning of the play to understand this scene. 
 
The first act of Jesus’ ministry starts in the muddy waters of the Jordan with an equally divine affirmation of his 
worthiness. From there he is thrust into the temptation in the wilderness and his subsequent ministry to human misery. 
Jesus’ final act will start with his exaltation on the mount of Transfiguration and roll downhill into his humiliation on 
the hill of calvary. The beloved Son will become the messianic martyr. The divinely appointed king will march through 
the valley of the shadow of death to enter into his glorious dominion.  
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Peter, James, and John are not fully capable of understanding the irony and apparent contradictions of the transfigured 
and crucified one in that moment, but they will in time. His resurrection will prove his victory and explain his 
humiliation. For now, they are told to wait to witness that which none of them can fully comprehend. When all is said 
and done, though, the transfiguration will become a centerpiece of Peter’s witness, “…we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty…for we were with him on the holy mountain” (2 Peter 1:16-18). 
 
Our liturgical calendar is part of how we walk with Christ. By re-telling these sacred stories the expectation of Advent, 
the celebration of light in the darkness with the incarnation at Christmas, the stories of realizing Jesus as the Messiah 
during Epiphany, the journey to the cross during Lent, the glory of the resurrection at Easter, and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, plus the growth of faith and life during the season after Pentecost we are drawn into the events 
themselves, made a part of the action. We act out the stories, and the stories act upon us. Through telling and re-telling 
this salvation history we are present with Christ on the journey. We journey with Christ to the cross, but the journey 
does not end with death. No! Mere death, simply dying, cannot contain the love of God, the holiness, the otherness of 
the Gracious Creating God. We journey with Jesus to and through the cross to stand in the presence of the risen Lord. 
Indeed, we are perpetually an Easter people, steeped in the resurrected life of Jesus. In the resurrection we find true joy, 
happiness, and peace. It is a glorious moment that lasts an eternity. 
 
Now when we are caught up in this glorious moment, this mountain-top experience, we can be tempted like Peter, to 
set up camp. We can want to take up residence on the mountain top. We can’t blame Peter for wanting to stay up there 
in the glorious presence of the transfigured Jesus, Elijah, and Moses. We can’t blame him because at the bottom of the 
mountain is the chaos and the mess of normal life. Just after the story for today, we hear of a boy that needs healing and 
an expectant crowd waiting for Jesus to descend from the mountain top. The boy and the crowd represent the mess of 
life, the reality into which the Good News needs to be proclaimed. 
 
Peter, James, and John do descend the mountain. They do follow Jesus to Jerusalem. They experience the original Holy 
Week, the resurrection, and receive the power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. They ascend the mountain as disciples. 
After the resurrection, they are sent out as apostles emboldened by the Holy Spirit to found the church, to heal, and 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
 
On Easter Sunday, and indeed, on every Sunday, and anytime we gather around God’s table for communion, when we 
come into this house of God, we journey to the mountain top with Jesus. The altar we gather around is our liturgical 
Holy of Holies, our mountain top, our Jerusalem. We gather around this table and in the simple elements of bread and 
wine we consume the presence of Christ. We ingest the grace of God, not for solace only, not for our own providence 
or satisfaction, not even for our personal salvation. We wallow in the presence of the Almighty so that we might go 
back down the mountain into the world, into the mess of life as the body of Christ. We come to the altar as disciples, 
then we are sent out as apostles, bearers of the Good News of Jesus, and emboldened by the Holy Spirit to proclaim 
that good news. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we are invited on that journey to the mountain top today, and throughout the year. We are invited 
to bask in the presence of God so that we can then go out into the world a healed and renewed people, a strengthened 
and embolden people to heal the sick, feed the hungry, proclaim release to the captives, and proclaim the year of our 
Lord’s favor. Disciples of our Lord Jesus, come to the altar for the feast and receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ. 
Then, as apostles of the Good News, go out into the world and be the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 


