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                          Harvesting Joy & Faithfulness 

As autumn arrives at Fifth Avenue UMC, we will see the beautiful harvest 
all around us. I desire to see also a bountiful spiritual harvest in the spirits of 
our church family too. This season let us be reminded of the fruits of the  
Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23 states; "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. The law is not against such things.” The Greek language of fruit  
expresses it as one fruit, but as we read, it represents a  
cluster of multiple qualities or characteristics as written above. Let’s think 
together on two qualities of the fruit, which will encourage us on our  
journey.  
 
First, Joy! What a precious fruit of the Spirit! Unlike happiness, which  
depends on circumstances, spiritual joy is like a river that runs deeper. It's a 
settled assurance that God is in control, a confidence that ultimately  

everything will work together for good (Romans 8:28). So, joy doesn't deny life's difficulties but transcends 
them. Think of Paul and Silas singing hymns in prison (Acts 16:25). This joy isn't about plastering on a smile 
when we're hurting, but about finding delight in God's presence even in challenging seasons. Methodist  
founder, John Wesley, experienced this transformative joy at Aldersgate when his heart was "strangely 
warmed." That joy became the energy of his ministry, sustaining him through persecution, rejection, and  
exhaustion. 
 
Alongside joy, the Spirit cultivates faithfulness in us. Which is steadfast quality of remaining true to our  
commitments and convictions. Faithfulness means showing up day after day, whether in sunshine or storm. 
The Bible celebrates faithful people: Ruth refusing to abandon Naomi, Daniel continuing to pray despite the 
lions' den. Faithfulness isn't about perfection but more about persistence. It's about getting up when we fall, 
returning when we stray, and continuing to trust God's promises when evidence seems scarce. 
 
How do we cultivate these fruits in our lives? Unlike the natural autumn harvest, spiritual fruits grow  
continually as we remain connected to the vine (John 15:5). To nurture joy, fill your heart with gratitude by 
seeing the situation and yourself through the eyes of God. Meditate on God's promises. There is no suffering 
without promise. I want to add one thing more. Open your eyes to the beauty of the season in a more  
contemplative way. Your soul will be nourished by the beauty, and you will be filled with the presence that 
fills our hearts with divine nourishment! 
 
To develop faithfulness, I encourage you to think about one person who can be a friend of faith, and to be  
accountable to each other. You can share life regularly for prayer, love, and care for each other. 
 

Grace and Love,  
 

Pastor Hae-Jeong 
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Our Vision:  
A welcoming faith community that makes devoted  

followers of Jesus freely sharing their belief. 

October 5 World Communion Sunday  Speaker: Rev. Michael Morning 
 

October 12 Theme:  The Beauty of a World Without a “Why”   Speaker: Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

 Scripture:  Song of Songs 4: 1-7  
 

October 19 Theme:   From Beauty to Compassion and Justice Speaker: Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

 Scripture:  Isaiah 52: 7-10  
 

October 26 Theme:   Humble Faith  Speaker: Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 

  Scripture:   2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

5 WAYS TO GIVE TO FIFTH AVE UMC  

IN-PERSON BY  
CASH OR CHECK 

BY MAIL ONLINE AT 
FAUMC.ORG/GIVE 

VANCO  
MOBILE APP 

AUTOMATIC 
DEDUCTION 

   
OCTOBER MEMORY VERSE:  Galatians 5:22-23 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,  

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The law is not against such things.” 

Sermon 
Series 
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For the November Newsletter  

All Articles  

Are Due By October 15th  

THANK YOU!  

Pastor's Fund 

We have a Pastor's Fund that can financially help church 

members or other residents in Washington County.   If you 

are in need of such assistance, please contact Pastor  

Hae-Jeong in the church office, 262-334-2059. 

If you would like to contribute to this fund, please make 

check payable to FAUMC and mark "Pastor's Fund" in the 

memo section. Thank you for supporting this ministry. 

Thursday 

October 23rd 

6:30 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary 

GOD  

IS THE  

HEALER! 

Exodus 15:26 

DO YOU NEED HEALING? 

September 1 – October 31 
 

The Youth Group is collecting 
shoes for the needy. Shoes  

donated can be new or gently 
used and will be sent to  

countries in need.  
 

The Shoe Container is  
outside by the North Entrance. 

 

Gently Worn  
Shoes or  

New Shoes We are at war. It’s a war we feel deep inside our own chests: we are at war 
with lies. Live No Lies is brilliant, deep, scriptural book,  and it will equip 
you to face the enemy and fight. 
 
The problem isn’t so much that we tell lies but that we live them. We let 
them into our bodies, and they sabotage our peace. All around us in the 
culture and deep within our own body memories are lies: deceptive ideas 
that wreak havoc on our emotional health and spiritual well-being, and 
deceptive ideas about who God is, who we are, and what the good life 
truly is. The choice is not whether to fight or not fight, but whether we 
win or surrender. 
  
In this provocative and practical book, bestselling author John Mark  

Comer combines cultural analysis with spiritual formation. He identifies the role lies play in our  
spiritual deformation and lays out a strategic plan to overcome them. 
  
Do you feel the tug-of-war in your own heart, the inner conflict between truth and lies? The spirit and the 
flesh? The Way of Jesus and the world? It’s time to start winning. It’s time to live no lies… 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2025—Page 2 of 2 

 

Trustees: Brett Barnett (continued) 
F: Flood Damage: The south entrance down stairs was flooded .  Water also went into some Sunday School 

rooms and the Sunday School office. There was also a leak in the roof were it was recently patched. 
G: New Sweeps: will be installed on some doors. Brett will do this. 
 

Technology Team: No report at this time (Reported by Kaonou). 
 

Memorials & Missions: Thomas Thomas  
There hasn’t been a meeting since the August ALB gathering. Request for blankets for the homeless was  
approved up to $2,000. It was noted that requests have to be made before items for a project are purchased.  
Thomas will meet with Tom Bast to make the yearly monetary distributions and to set the 2026 budget. 
 

Christian Education: Kathy Schneider  
A. Fall Sunday School curriculum has been ordered.  
B. The 1st Sunday of each month will be a “Family Service” – kids will stay in church. 
C. Teachers and curriculum are in place. 
D. Youth Fellowship will be the 2nd Sunday of each month, starting in October. 
E. Sunday School will start September 14th. 
F. Soles for Souls will be held September 1st—October 31st. Shoes will be shipped to those in need. 
G. There will be two families in Confirmation Class. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC): Kaonou Latham 
A. Background checks continue to be done. 
B. Discussion of salary for staff was discussed for 2026. Discussion of Pastor’s Salary was discussed after  
 Pastor Hae-Jeong left the meeting which is the normal protocol. An increase was approved for the staff. 
 

Pastoral Report: 
A. Carol Flanders passed away. Funeral service still pending. 
B. Nursing Home ministry continues: The Waterford on 1st Monday, Ivy Manor on 3rd Monday and the  

Samaritan Health Center on 4th Monday. 
C. Homeless Winter preparation in partnership with Casa Guadalupe. Our church will prepare blankets. 
D. Fifth Avenue Neighborhood Table will be held on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays. Food Served: 5:00-5:30 p.m., 

Evening Ends: 6:30 p.m. 
E. Fall Bible Study will start Monday, September 22nd and Wednesday, September 24th for six weeks. 
F. Audio Devotions started for 40 days about God’s love. 
G. A Leadership Conference will be held in Kansas City, October 1-3. Rev. Michael Morning will preach on 

World Communion Sunday, October 5th. 
H. A Healing Service will be held on Thursdays, September 25th and October 23rd at 6:30 p.m. 
I. A meeting with the conference team REVIVE will be held on Tuesday, September 23rd. We will exam 

whether we want to work with REVIVE. Doug, Brett, Dean, Ellen and Pastor will meet. A discussion will be 
held regarding building usage, ministries, stewardship practices, finance, and the congregation. 

J. The Rally Day Picnic was a success. At a staff meeting, it was decided that we should have a Potluck every 
quarter.  The next one will be December 14th.  

 
Beguiled by Beauty 

By Tom and Sandy Blumenberg 
 
In the August Newsletter, Coming Soon to a Pew, Fellowship Hall, or 
Feeding Site Near You!, recycling was addressed. Recycling is an  
important component in maintaining the beauty of this Earth. 
 
Following that introduction, here are some guidelines about recycling 
which were provided by Green For Life, the waste/recycling contractor 
for West Bend. 
 
Around the church building you find receptacles identified as  
recyclables. Remember: 

 Glass: bottles and jars only (clear or colored) 
 Aluminum: cans only 
 Tin and steel: food cans only 
 Plastics: milk, soda, juice, water bottles 
 Paper and cardboard 
 All items should be clean and dry.  
 Used paper cups, or plates with food residue are NOT recyclable. 

 
Detailed descriptions of these categories will follow in coming months. 

 
The Spirit of God Has Been Given to Me 

  
“The Spirit of God has been given to me, 

For God has anointed me 
and sent me to bring good news to the poor: 

To proclaim liberty to the captives; 
To the blind, new sight; 

To set the downtrodden free, 
To proclaim the year of God’s favor.” 
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MEMBER UPDATES 
 

Barbara Simmelink 
1080 Anchor Ave #310, West Bend 53095 

C: 262-357-1096 UWF Meeting, 9:30 a.m. 
Fireside Room 

Wednesday, October 1st 

 

Sewing Day, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, October 22nd 

DEATHS 
 

Carol Flanders passed away 
on September 7th. She was a 

member since 1990.  
 

Alice  Zettler, mother of Nancy 
(Larry) Kritz, passed away on September 4th.  

A service will be held in May of 2026. 
 

Wallace Ritterbusch, passed away on  
September 11th. He was a member since 2005. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD MEETING 
September 9, 2025 

 

Opening Prayer and Devotion:  Pastor Hae-Jeong discussed Chapter 1 in the study book “Holy Currencies, 6 
Blessings for Sustainable Missional Ministries” by Eric H.F. Law. She talked about how the cycle of nature and 
humans relate to each other. Members of ALB will take a chapter each month: Chapter 2: Brett Barnett, Chapter 
3: Ellen Johnson, Chapter 4: Alana Dalton, Chapter 5: Eric Peters, Chapter 6: Doug Fitzgerald, Chapter 7: Kathy 
Schneider, Chapter 8: Kaonou Latham, Chapter 9: Thomas Thomas, Chapter 10: Ellen Johnson, Chapter 11: Pas-
tor Hae-Jeong, Chapter 12: Doug Fitzgerald, Chapter 13: Eric Peters, and Chapter 14: Betty Clement.  This book 
study will conclude in October 2026. 
 

Finance Report: Doug Fitzgerald 
Doug Fitzgerald reminded chairpersons that Budget Requests need to be turned in by October 3rd.  Extra forms  
are available. There is a conversation between the WI Foundation and Finance Committee regarding the Betty 
Nelson Memorial Fund. The discussion is how to invest these funds. Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Eric Peters 
Eric Peters provided financial summaries for August 2025, as well as financial statements (all on file). 
 

Income: The YTD (2025) total income gain is $140,747 with a budgeted amount for the entire year of $395,825. 
This is 35.56% of the budgeted amount for the current year. Note:  the YTD percentage will likely not reach 
100% since we budget for future expenses and not income. 
 

Expenses. Total YTD (2025) expenses are $262,832 with a budgeted amount for the year of $395,825. This is 
66.4% of the budgeted amount for the current year. 
 

Booked Income: The booked income YTD (2025) loss is -$122,085. 
 

Investment Income: YTD foundation withdrawal is $210,424. YTD Foundation Deposits are $0. Current  
checking has a balance of $18,897 as of August 31, 2025. 
 

Parsonage Fund: YTD Parsonage withdrawal is $6,000. YTD parsonage total deposits $0. We are using  
money to pay utilities and maintenance with this fund. Current balance in 40213 is $3,383. August 2025  
Utilities/Maintenance amount for Parsonage was $156. 
 

Notes from Eric: 
*Stock Market was up for August 2025. 
*Expenses were better in August – 3rd out of 8 months. 
 

Motion was made by Brett Barnett, seconded by Doug Fitzgerald, to approve the report. Motion Carried. 
 

Trustees: Brett Barnett 
A. Blinds and Light Fixtures: Both are needed in the youth room upstairs off the balcony. Cost will be  
 approximately $800. Doug Fitzgerald and Eric Peters made a motion to take these expenses from  
 Maintenance/Repairs (Acct #60S26). All in favor agreed.  
B. Printer/Copier: was installed in the church office today, September 9th. There will be a great savings. This 
 company deals with non-profit organizations.  
C. Senior Dining Rent: Their monthly rental has increased from $100 per month to $500 per month. The  
 biggest reason is because of extra trash pick-up needed each month.  
D. Trash Removal: Brett stated that the church will be going to Waste Management. They are currently using 
 GFL which costs $650/month. 
E. Carpeting in Lounge and Sanctuary: Still on hold. Ellen Johnson will talk to Polly Bertelsen and Sandy  
 Blumenberg to check on status. 

 

FALL BIBLE STUDY 
 

Unbinding Your Heart 
Mondays 

September 22nd—October 27th 
6:30-7:45  p.m.—Fireside Room 

 

 This fall’s  Bible Study will be UNBINDING YOUR 
 HEART: 40 Days of Prayer & Faith Sharing  
 written by Martha Grace Reese. It will be  
 facilitated by Pastor Hae-Jeong. It is a brilliant 
 book—witty, engaging, and grounded in a four-
 year Lilly Endowment Study.  
 

 The Unbinding Series has been enthusiastically 
 endorsed by eight heads of denominations,  
 Brian McLaren, George Hunter, Becky Garrison, 
 Richard Peace, and countless pastors and 
 church leaders.  
 

 Please register with Aimee in the church office 
 at: 262-334-2059 or church@faumc.org 
 

 Book Cost is $10 



  

 

- 11 - - 6 - 

 11 Mary Lou Himes 

 17 Jade Rogge 

 21 Samantha Loomans 

 22 Sheila McGinnis 

  

OCTOBER 
If your name is not on this list, please call  

the church office at 262-334-2059. 

A N N I  V E R S A R I  E S  

 1 Nobi Sacia 

 2 Lilah Pusateri 

 3 Katie Glaser 

 3 Brandon Gokey 

 8 Guy Liepert 

B I  R T H D A Y S  

 25 Cheryl Bast 

 27 Eric Scharenbrock 

 28 Michael Krajna 

 28 Tom Latham Food Donations - October 5   
 

On the first Sunday of every month, our 
church collects nonperishables for the Full 
Shelf Food Pantry in West Bend. Please bring 
your items and place in the  baskets in the 
North Entrance. You may also write a check 
payable to Fifth Ave UMC and indicate Food 
Pantry on the memo line.  

 

A Prayer for October 

Gracious God, master gardener of our souls, we open ourselves to your  Spirit's work. Cultivate in us 
the fruits of joy and faithfulness that we might be witnesses to your goodness in all seasons of life.  
Help us to remain rooted in you, drawing nourishment from your Word and your presence. May our  

lives produce a harvest that brings glory to you and nourishment to others.  
In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 
Our Rally Sunday Worship Service  

& Potluck was a tremendous success!  
So many positive comments regarding  
the event. Sharing a meal  together is  
beautiful, so we have decided to do it 
quarterly Please mark these dates  

on your calendar! 
 

SUNDAY POTLUCK DATES 
December 14, 2025 

January 4, 2026 
March 8, 2026 
June 14, 2026 

September 13, 2026 
December 6, 2026 

 1 Jon & Sheryl Ward  24    Leslie & Alana Dalton 

 5 Tom & Kaonou Latham 29    Tim & Linda Bodden 

 12 Roger & Mary Rogge  30    Leo & Eileen Mattmann 

A Call for Peace in the Midst of Conflict in the Mideast 
As Bishops of The United Methodist Church, we stand  
united in our pursuit of peace and our commitment to the 
sacredness of human life, guided by the Scriptures and our 
Social Principles. The scriptures and the Social Principles 
affirm the sacred worth and dignity of every person, empha-
sizing the importance of resolving disputes peacefully and 
promoting justice, equality, and compassion. 
 

In light of the recent escalation of tensions in the Middle 
East, we echo the timeless wisdom of the prophet Micah, 
who implored us to “act justly, love mercy, and walk  
humbly” (Micah 6:8). Our Social Principles remind us that 
“war is incompatible with the teachings of our Lord  
Jesus Christ” (§ 166.A), and we urge all parties involved to 
prioritize diplomacy and dialogue over violence and aggression. 
 

The Bible reminds us that “blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 
We are called to be peacemakers, seeking solutions that promote understanding and reconciliation. A continued 
conflict in the Middle East would have devastating consequences, causing irreparable harm to innocent lives and 
destabilizing the region and affecting communities throughout the world. 
 

In this critical moment, we call on all United Methodists to join our efforts in advocating for peace. May God guide 
us toward a hopeful future, where nations and peoples can live in harmony and mutual respect. Together, let’s 
join in this prayer: 
 

God of justice and compassion, we lift our voices in prayer for peace in the Middle East, that all hearts may 
turn from violence to understanding and from fear to hope. Guide your leaders with wisdom and courage to 
pursue the path of peace, rooted in the dignity and sacred worth of every person. May our prayers rise as a 

witness to your hope and healing for all nations. 
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OCTOBER 1st: 

A FREE DINNER 

FIFTH AVENUE NEIGHBORHOOD TABLE 

323 S 5th  Ave,  West  Bend 53095  

OCTOBER 15th: 

5:00-5:30 p.m.  Food Served 
6:30 p.m.  Evening Ends 

 

 Garlic Parmesan Chicken 
 Corn 
 Garden Salad 
 Dinner Rolls 
 Cherry Pie 

 Butter Chicken 
 Rice 
 Green Beans 
 Garden Salad 
 Cookies 

Looking Forward to  Seeing You There!  

Friends,  
 
Every day Aimee is sending one Audio Devotion with Bible Readings. I hope it 
helps your spiritual journey. When I listened to the recordings again, some 
background sounds are okay, some are not. I am trying to improved them. 
Please come with anticipation and nourish your soul.  
 
Pastor Hae-Jeong 

Pastor Appreciation Day 
Sunday, October 12, 2025 

Please let Pastor Hae-Jeong know  
how much you appreciate her!  

NEIGHBORHOOD TABLE  
 

In May, our church began a new outreach mission, Neighborhood Table, serving a 
free Community Meal the 1st Wednesday night of the month. Neighborhood Table 
was started for the homeless, the struggling, or isolated members of the West Bend 
community. All are welcome to enjoy a bountiful hot meal and the warm friendship 
of church members as “table friends”. We are off to a good start with regular guests 
and consistent numbers for each meal. As of September, we offered this Communi-
ty Meal twice a month on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays.  Fifth Avenue Neighborhood Table 
will be held on the first and third Wednesdays, October  1st and 15th  and so on. 
 

We want to offer bakery items for our guests to enjoy beforehand or to take with 
them for the following days.  This request is based on a need several guests brought 
to our attention.  We are asking for your help with homemade or store-bought bakery 

items (cookies, bars, desserts, sweet goods, bread, etc.).  Bakery items may be dropped off in Fellowship Hall 
by 2pm on each Wednesday that Neighborhood Table is held.   
 

Also, we are in need of volunteers to help with kitchen clean-up from 5:30-7:00 p.m. Join us for a delicious 
meal, then stay to work with fellow church members on this event. 
 

Finally, Are you a Thrivent Financial member?  If so, then please lead a Thrivent Action Team.  One of our church 
members did and was able to secure a $250 debit card, which was used to purchase grocery and other items for 
one night’s meal preparation. Please check out your Thrivent Financial log in website for details. 
 
Thank you for your support of Fifth Avenue Neighborhood Table and for your prayers for our guests. 
 
Linda Smeaton 
Fifth Avenue Neighborhood Table  
Team Member 
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W I N T E R  P R E P A R AT I O N  D I S T R I B U T I O N  E V E N T  

Pictured: Kathy Welch, Mary Rogge, Jean Krell, Barb Johnson, Sue Fowell, Jenny Korbar, Shirley Simmons, 
Barb Groth, Pastor Hae-Jeong, Kathy Schneider, Fay Lewis and Aimee Liepert (not pictured). 

For Our Neighbors In Need  

 
Event Set-up in Fellowship Hall  

Friday, October 17th  
2:00-4:00 p.m.  

Multicultural Center Inc. 
Saturday, October 18, 2025 

F i f t h  A v e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  
3 2 3  S  5 t h  A v e ,  W e s t  B e n d ,  F e l l o w s h i p  H a l l  ( l o w e r  l e v e l )  

1 : 0 0  -  4 : 0 0  p . m .  

 
 100 NEW Blankets have been sewn by members of the 

United Women in Faith, Community and Sewing Group  
 

 9 NEW Tents for the Homeless  

 Accepting NEW or Gently Used Clean Winter Jackets  
and Boots  
 

 Drop-off donations between now and October 17th,  
M-F 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  

Casa Guadalupe and Fifth Ave UMC have 

partnered to help serve the homeless and 

people in need in our community. 


