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Sermon for the Feb 12, 2023 

Fifth Ave West Bend 

Scripture : The beatitudes  

Old Testament – Micah 6: 8  

 

Greetings to Fifth Avenue  

Continued reflection on Black History Month  

Today, we reflect further on Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel. 
Moses received the LAW on the mountain; Jesus shared LOVE on two mountains 
(the teaching mountain and the mountain called Calvary). LOVE-making is the 
most amazing gift Jesus shared with the community. If you want to be in the 
business of LOVE-making, come to the mountain today, and listen to the 
Beatitudes. Come in the spirit; you will receive the gift of LOVE.  

Let me say a few words on blessedness; it is a calling to leave the worldly way of 
acquiring happiness. The world acquires happiness by accumulating wealth and 
power. People try their best to accumulate, yet they are unhappy.   

I have seen most of the JOY in my life among the poorest and marginalized. They 
are simple. They live simple lives, and they have nothing to lose but everything to 
gain from the LORD. They genuinely pray to God, “Give us today our daily 
bread.” I have learned a lot. They are called the POOR of the LORD. Still, millions 
of them exist in the world. I have met JESUS in their lives. 

Does worshiping wealth and power make you happy? Some think yes. That was 
called eudaimonia in Greek times, a lifestyle achieved by solely satisfying the 
pleasures of the flesh and making merry all of the time. You and I can become 
trapped in this wickedness in the twinkling of an eye. Our church can become 
trapped in this as well. 

Those who can be in the race will have it (wealth); those outside of the rat race will 
be the losers, according to some thinkers. You have it, or you lose it. 

Jesus preached a radically different Gospel and called followers to live a very 
different lifestyle—one based on the Gospel values of LOVE, MEEKNESS, 
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PEACE, and SHARING.  Jesus wanted us to be part of his Kingdom by being a 
sign of the Kingdom of God. 

Friends, no one cared about Jesus’s message. People ignore it, rejected it, and 
crucified it. But—and it’s a big BUT—LOVE is resurrected and comes alive today 
with that message again and again and again. 

Jesus called us to become part of that Blessed Community. This is called 
MAKARIOS in the Bible. It is the Hebrew word for “BLESSING.” God called 
Abram and said, “I will bless you, and you will be a blessing to all of the nations.” 
Are we? Time to examine our hearts. 

“You are Blessed so that you can be a Blessing to others” is the foundation to 
building a blessed community. Be a blessing to your neighbor always, a blessing to 
the ones in the margins always, a blessing to the little ones always, and a blessing 
to the brokenhearted always.  

You must embrace radical differences if you would like to be a part of the Blessed 
Community. What are they? 

No selfishness; rather, you need a selfless attitude, and you must be willing to take 
selfless action. Remember the story of feeding 5,000 people? Look at the boy who 
brought the fish and loaves he had to Jesus: the whole crowd was blessed. 

No place for egocentrism and pride; rather, you must think of others above 
yourself and stay meek and humble always. Look at the following ancient wisdom: 

Proverbs 11:2 “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with 
humility comes wisdom.” 
 
Perhaps our world, our church, needs this more than ever before. 

 
Some think I am happy because I have more wealth and money, power and control; 
Jesus challenged us to embrace radical change in this area. With Jesus, “I am 
blessed because I give and share. I serve and share. I bless others with every little 
thing God has given to me. Small is big when God comes into the picture. Blessed 
people never crush humble people. Instead, I lift them up and grow my meekness 
along with them.  

Have a serious look at the Magnificat. In my mind, this is whom the Lord is 
making his blessed community:  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2011.2
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He scattered the bluffing braggarts, He knocked the tyrants off their high horses 

He pulled the victim out of the mud, The starving poor sat down for a Baquet  

The callous rich is left out in the cold. 

Today, I would like to call attention to the two Beatitudes, which serves as the 
heart and foundation of all of the other Beatitudes.  

Blessed are those who mourn and they shall be comforted 5: 4 Here this use 
of paraclete, Matthew 5:4 should be translated as, “Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be advocated on behalf of.”  
 
That is, “blessed are those who mourn, because someone will advocate for them.” 
 
There is absolutely nothing wrong with offering comfort to victims of oppression. 
In fact, it might often be the first helpful response. But if someone consistently 
substitutes comfort for advocacy, we need to be asking this question: Whose 
interests are served in the process?  
 
And whose needs are undermined? As Walter Brueggemann says in a 
recent Church Anew piece, “We should refuse to be comforted in the face of social 
failure.” 
 
If we apply his insight to the Beatitudes, it would mean refusing to be in the 
business of comforting the oppressed when they actually need something more 
than comfort. If we consistently privilege comfort over advocacy, we will end up 
comforting the oppressor rather than the oppressed. Turning one’s weeping into 
joy takes advocacy. Not advocacy instead of comfort, but in addition to it. 

( refer to the African American siblings and their struggle for full freedom)  

Blessed are the POOR in spirit. The root word is ANAWIM (in the Hebrew Bible, 
THE POOR). The Bible reveals the hearts of these Anawims. Let’s explore their 
hearts some more. 

The first Anawims are the Children—the little ones to him belong, the little flock 
of the Lord. A child always depends on the father and mother. If no father is 
present, then the child depends on the guardian, the adopted parents, or the 
goodwill of an adult. Children: They tell stories about topics ranging from silly 
things to great things to their parents; they are free. They like to play, dance, sing, 
and create things.  
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Are you able to see that in children; do you see the blessedness in the hearts of the 
little ones, the little flock? Do you realize why Jesus said: “Truly I tell you, unless 
you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven”? 

Are we ready to change?  This change is hard. This is a U-turn within ourselves, 
but that is what Jesus wanted us to do. If we want to be part of the Blessed 
Community, we have to be like Anawims—like Children, the poor in spirit. 

The other Anawim community highlighted in the Bible is the brokenhearted. Here, 
the “broken-hearted” means those who seek forgiveness from God and forgiveness 
from one another.  

Look at the Psalmist’s (51) experience: 

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Anawims are also brokenhearted for others’ sins and ones who are ready to 
repent—their ancestors, the nations, and even churches. 

Never underestimate our Lord’s aim at the cross: Father Forgive them. 

If you have ever found yourself in this place, you are blessed, and you will be a 
blessing to others. We are hiring the ANAWIMS! Come! 

The poor spirit of a child, the poor spirit of a sinner, the poor spirit of the 
brokenhearted (the ANAWIM spirit) leads you to be a part of the Blessed 
Community, Jesus’s community, the beloved community.  

For sustenance, YOU (an Anawim), like a little child, will ask for bread and fish, 
or fish fry, from Abba Father every day. Unlike the wicked, who give stones and 
snakes to their kids, Abba Father gives you real bread, the BREAD of life, and 
fish. He will give you real fish fry. He will give you good things; among them, 
forming you to become more and more like an Anawim, poor in spirit. 

If you are an Anawim, a broken-spirited one, you will ask for LOVE and PEACE. 
Abba Father gives you LOVE and SHALOM. Unlike the wicked, he will not 
maintain grudges or hatred. He will invite you to his LOVE party.  

 


