
~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS, & OURSELVES~ 
 
DOXOLOGY:            “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                   UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
All: Holy God, as we present our tithes and offerings in worship, we know we come from 
a world that is tearing itself apart due to division. Even among your followers, we find 
ourselves shutting down and closing ourselves to those who don’t think or act as we do. 
We need to be reminded that you desire unity and one mind from your children – not a 
church void of disagreement, but one where we work at listening in love more than 
working at speaking louder and winning the day. We dedicate not just our gifts but our 
minds to the work of your unifying love. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                                 “He Lives”                                          UMH 310 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      
 
*L: God has indeed made us Glad; for God will send us a Savior who will teach us how to live 
joyfully, peacefully, hopefully. Rejoice people of God, for such is God's great love for us. 
 
*Pastor: Be glad in the Lord always! Focus your thoughts on all that is true, all that is holy, all 
that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. And the peace of 
God— peace that goes far beyond anything we can comprehend—that peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. So go from here with confidence, joy and gentleness 
- to serve the Lord and your neighbor! 
 
*POSTLUDE                   “Processional for the New Year”                        George Blake   
  
Join us for Fellowship Time in the lounge after the service today.  Our Youth 
Fellowship will be hosting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIFTH AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
323 South 5th Ave. West Bend WI 53095 

Third Sunday After The Epiphany Sunday ~ January 22, 2023 
 

How many disasters have been averted 
because one person refused to buckle 
under the strain? It’s this kind of 
composure Paul is summoning when 
he says, “Let your gentleness be 
evident to all; the Lord is near.  
Do not be anxious about 
anything” (Philippians 4:5-6). 

The Greek word translated as 
“gentleness” describes a temperament 
that’s seasoned and mature.  It 
envisions an attitude fitting to the 
occasion, levelheaded and 
tempered.  This gentleness is “evident 
to all.”  Family members take 
note.  Your friends sense a difference. The church benefit from it. 

The gentle person is sober minded and clear thinking.  The contagiously calm person 
is the one who reminds others, “God is in control.”  Pursue this gentleness.  The Lord 
is near—you are not alone.  You may feel alone.  You may think you’re alone.  But 
there is never a moment in which you face life without help.  God is near—be 
anxious for nothing! 
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JOIN US IN PERSON OR ONLINE 
Sundays, 9:30 A.M.  



 
WELCOME TO FIFTH AVE. UMC 

Whether you’re just beginning to explore your faith or have been following Christ for 
years, you and your whole family can belong at Fifth Ave. UMC 

 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
PRELUDE: (Handbells)  “The Church’s One Foundation”  Kathy Schneider, Director             
 

~WELCOME~ 
 
GREETING: Today’s message is simple: Rejoice! On this, the third Sunday of advent we hear 
Paul’s words ringing down the ages- like Christmas bells: Rejoice: the Lord is near! In his letter 
to the Philippians, Paul tells us to celebrate! To be joyful – to let our hearts be at peace –to enjoy 
this day and be thankful we are alive and surrounded by people who love us. Paul encourages 
us to rejoice in God, together! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673; 
Email – rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com 

  
~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                           “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                      UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                   “God Walks Beside Me”                         by Lani Smith   
                                                         Deanna Gibeau, Organist                     
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
    Adapted from: When You Thought I Wasn't Looking by Mary Rita Schilke Sill 
 
L: In addition to rejoicing, Paul encouraged the Church to be known for gentleness, patience, 
and moderation. These lessons that persons learn from the church are “caught, not taught” 
because they’re “always watching.” 
 
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you hold the hand and give a hug to a sad and 
hurting person;  
 

 
P: and I learned that there are many ways to show caring and that there is nothing greater 
than love. 
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you leave food for the animals,  
P: and I learned that it was good to be kind to all of God’s Creations.  
L: When you thought I wasn’t looking I saw you give up your personal time to meet the need 
of the church and community, 
P: and I realized that serving God and people is a wonderful way to use my time. 
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I heard you say a prayer,  
P: and I knew that there is a God I can always talk to as I learned to trust in Him.  
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you make a meal and take it to a friend who was 
sick,  
P: and I learned that we all have to help take care of each other.  
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you take care of the church and the community,  
P: and I learned we have to be a good steward of all we have been given.  
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw how you handled your responsibilities, even when 
you didn't feel good and didn’t want to,  
P: and I learned that I would have to be responsible and accountable even when I get 
tired and weary.  
 
*HYMN                                        “Sanctuary”  (x2)                                              TFWS 2164   
 
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw tears come from your eyes,  
P: and I learned that sometimes people and things cause hurt, but it's all right to cry.  
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I saw that you cared,  
P: and I wanted to wholly be everything that God desires for me to be.  
L: When you thought I wasn't looking I learned that Gentleness is one of the Fruit of the Spirit 
that is manifested in a life that abides in Christ. 
P: Gentleness is an attribute that should be evident to all people; it suggests one who is 
kind and considerate, tender-hearted and compassionate, merciful and forgiving, good-
natured and sweet-tempered.  
L: When you thought I wasn’t looking… 
P: I learned from you many of life’s lessons that I need to make me a better person.   
L: When you thought I wasn’t looking… 
P: I saw how much you cared and I wanted to be more like you. 
L: When you thought I wasn't looking, 
All: I looked at you and wanted to say, 'Thanks for all the things I saw when you thought 
I wasn't looking.’ Amen. 
 
       (con’d on insert) 
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*PRAYING IN COMMUNITY: (Unison) 
All: Lord, in this world that values power over gentleness, and influence over meekness, 
I struggle to even want to be gentle. Yet, I do want my gentleness to be known to all, my 
conversations to be full of grace, and my presence to convey humility and kindness. 
Continue to produce Your Fruit, in abundance, in my life. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
L: Do not worry; the Lord is near. God hears our prayers with compassion and with steadfast 
love. Rejoice, for in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.  
 
*HYMN:                                            “Spirit Song”                                                UMH 347 
                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Philippians 4:4-7 ~ NRSV (Unison) 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR            “Sing! Shout! Alleluia!”                      Dave Bertelsen, Director             
 
SERMON:   “LET YOUR GENTLENESS BE KNOWN TO EVERYONE”   Pastor Clarissa  
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 
 

L: Lord in your mercy,                                       All: hear our prayer. 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
     (con’d on back of bulletin) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
Philippians 4:4-5 – Rejoice, God is Near! 
 
*Play a round of freeze tag.  
 
• How did it feel when you were frozen and there was no one around to help? 
• How did it feel when your teammate was able to help unfreeze you?  
 
Sometimes in life, hard times can make us feel stuck or frozen. But God promises to never leave 
us alone. He’s always with us, and can help us get unstuck. That’s something to celebrate!  
 
• At school, what is different about how your class behaves when the teacher is in the room or 
out of the room? 
• Have you ever seen a friend or sibling (or yourself) act one way in front of parents and then 
act differently when the parents aren’t looking?  
 
Most everyone tends to act a little different when we think no one is around. We might worry 
less about how we look or sound (burping and sitting around in our pjs!). Or, we might treat 
others unkindly if we don’t think an adult will find out about it. If we feel all alone, we might get 
pretty sad and grouchy too!  
 
The good news is that God never leaves us. Paul in the Bible was traveling pastor and missionary. 
He was thrown in jail for telling people about Jesus!  
 
• How do you think Paul felt?  
• Do you think he felt or acted any differently now that he was unfairly stuck in jail?  
 
Paul spent a lot of time thinking about and praying for his friends that he used to teach about 
God. Since he couldn’t teach them in person anymore, he decided to write them letters. Let’s 
read a couple verses from one of those letters. Read Philippians 4:4-5.  
 
Paul was stuck in prison because of serving God. But Paul didn’t seem to feel sorry for himself. 
Instead, he reminded his friends that they could “Rejoice in the Lord always!!”  
 
Why do you think Paul was able to rejoice? Paul knew that in the good times and in the bad 
times—even in prison—God was with him. That’s why he reminded his friends, “The Lord is 
near.” And these verses talk about two ways God’s presence can help Paul’s friends. 
 

First - We can rejoice because God is with us! We don’t ever have to be alone, and God loves 
us and helps us in every circumstance.  
Second - If God is with us, we should remember that someone always see the way we treat 
ourselves and others.  
 
Paul reminds his friends to be gentle and kind to each other, because even if you think no one 
is watching—the Lord is near! Amen. 
 
Study questions:  

• When is it difficult to rejoice? • How does it help to remember that God is with you? 
• What do you think of when you hear the word gentleness? Is it a positive or negative 

word for you—why? 
• When is it difficult to be kind and gentle to other people?  
• Recall a time when 

someone else’s gentleness 
was a blessing to you. 
What happened and what 
difference did it make?  

• Would people who know 
you well say that they see 
gentleness in you? How do 
you feel about what their 
response might be?  

• Proverbs 15:4 urges us to 
remember, “A gentle 
tongue is a tree of life, but 
perverseness in it breaks 
the spirit.” What does this 
verse tell us about the 
importance of any person’s 
speech and the words we 
use (read - Matthew 12:36-
37)? 

• How might it help to 
remember that God is 
right next to you?  
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