
WELCOME  TO  YOUR  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  OF  VERO  BEACH  
 

THE  THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY  JANUARY  22 ,  2023 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

"Les Béatitudes" oil on canvas by Joseph Matar, sourced from Lebanonart.com 

 

   

   



WELCOME  TO  WORSHIP  
*Please rise in body or spirit. Bold text indicates congregational participation. 

10:15 a.m. worship is live-streamed and images of the chancel, congregation, and campus may appear on 
the Church Website and social media. Families are always welcome to worship together. 

Nursery Care is available for children under the age of four during Sanctuary worship. 
   

PRELUDE  "Pastoral" 
Theodore Dubois 

Andrew R. Galuska, organ 

BRINGING  IN  THE  L IGHT    
   

COMMUNITY  WORDS   Rev. David W. Johnson 
THE  CHIMING  OF  THE  HOUR 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP   Rev. Elizabeth B. Johnson 
   

OPENING  HYMN "Praise to the Living God" 
DIADEMATA 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
   

L ITANY   Robert Baker 
One:   Blessing comes when our spirits are empty, when we mourn, and when we are cast off 

or overlooked. 
   All:    For that is when God is closest to us. 
One:   Blessing comes when our hearts are pure, and when we hunger for what is right and 

good. 
    All:   For that is when we can see God's work in the world and in us. 
One:   Blessing comes when we extend mercy and when we build bridges of peace. 
   All:    For then we receive love and grace as children of God. 
One:   Blessing comes when we live for God on the inside and out.  
   All:    For then God's kingdom will be our dwelling place. 
One:   Please pray with me...   



UNISON  PRAYER  OF  INVOCATION   Robert Baker 
Righteous God, we give thanks for Your blessing that comes to us even when it feels like 
we have nothing to offer, as well as when we get it right and live according to Your 
ways. We give thanks for Your grace and mercy that comes to us when we fall short of 
Your righteousness, and for Your peace that comes when we keep faith with You. Bless 
us now with Your presence here at worship, and send us out with pure hearts to live for 
You. Amen 

   

*G LORIA  PATRI    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen 
   

*PASSING  THE  PEACE   Rev. David W. Johnson 
 

At this time, children grades pre-k to 5 are invited to join Lia Peters in the Narthex for Sunday School. 
   

ATTENDING  TO  GOD 'S  WORD    
ANTIPHONAL  READING  OF  PSALM  63  Clergy of the Church 

   

   

   

Cantor and Congregation   
 

O God, you are my God; I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a 
dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
beholding your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips 
will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live.; I will lift up my hands and call on your 
name.  
   

Cantor and Congregation   
 

My soul is satisfied with you as a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
when I think of you on my bed and meditate on you in the watches of the night, for you 
have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. My soul clings to you; 
your right hand upholds me.  
   

Cantor and Congregation   
 

But those who seek to destroy my life shall go down into the depths of the earth; they 
shall be given over to the power of the sword; they shall be prey for jackals. But the king 
shall rejoice in God; all who swear by him shall exult, for the mouths of liars will be 
stopped.  
   

Cantor and Congregation   



A READING  FROM  THE  GOSPEL  OF  MATTHEW   Rev. Elizabeth B. Johnson 
Matthew 5: 1-10, 17-20 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven… 
 

...Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do 
the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven." 

   

RESPONSE    
One:   Jesus challenges his followers to consider righteous living through our heartfelt 

intentions, as well as our external behaviors. 
   All:   We pray for hearts that are focused on the way of Christ. 
   

ANTHEM  "Blest Are They" 
David Haas 

Chancel Choir 
 

Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled. 

 

Refrain: Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

Blest are they, the lowly ones, they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst, they shall have their fill. (Refrain) 

 

Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart, they shall see God! (Refrain) 

 

Blest are they who seek peace, they are the children of God.  
Blest are they who suffer in faith, the glory of God is theirs.  (Refrain) 

 

Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see. (Refrain)  

   

SERMON  "Off the Hook?" Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 
   

CHORAL CALL TO PRAYER "May the Peace of God Surround You" 
Gary Matheny 

Chancel Choir 

   



PASTORAL  PRAYER  AND  THE  LORD 'S  PRAYER      Rev. David W. Johnson 
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen    

   

 THE  GREAT  THANKSGIVING    
   

Robert Baker INVITATION  TO  OFFERING     
   

MUSICAL  OFFERING  "Light of the World" 
Karen Marrolli 

Chancel Choir 

   

Light of the world you loose the bonds of night. 
Once we walked in darkness; now bursts forth your light. 

Christ in your glory, come to light the way; teach us how to follow. 
 

Light of our paths, you walk with us in strife. 
Where conflict darkens, bring the light of life. 

Christ in your mercy, come to show us love. Teach us how to follow! 
 

We must be your hands, lent to heal and bless. 
We must be your light, rending wide the darkness. 

Christ in your image, we will greet the world; this is how we follow. 
 

Light of our days, we feel your dawning call;  
send us forth to serve and bring your light to all! 

Christ, you have claimed us; you have made us one. We will always follow!  
   

UNISON  PRAYER  OF  DEDICATION      Robert Baker 

Gracious God, receive our offerings and use them to bless those who mourn and 
grieve, those who hunger for your presence, and those who work for peace. And use 
them to bless us as we seek your righteousness in our hearts, minds, and actions. Amen  



RECEPTION  OF  NEW  MEMBERS  (10:15 A.M.)         
   

INVITATION Mary Simon Streep 

Frances G. Laserson 

James & Gina Ughetta 

Dennis & Cyndie Edling 

Jimmy Vogt (C2) 

Clergy of the Church 

QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES       
   

*SHARING OF THE COVENANT      Clergy, Candidates, & 
Congregation 

   

In the presence of God and these witnesses, we give ourselves unreservedly to God’s 
service, and take this to be our church.  
 

Ever mindful of the welfare of our fellow members, we promise to walk with them in 
Christian faithfulness and love.  
 

We further promise that so far as we are able: we will attend the services of the church 
regularly, observe its rites and sacraments, and share in its work; accept positions of 
leadership, service, and duty within the range of our talents and the needs of the 
church; support the church’s expenses and benevolences regularly as stewards of 
God’s blessings; teach and cherish, in accordance with the precepts of this church any 
children whose nurture and training may come within our responsibility; and endeavor 
in every way, to make this fellowship a fruitful body of Christ, a genuine church family.    

   

PRAYER OF BLESSING   



THE  SENDING  FORTH   
   

*C LOSING  HYMN  "O For A World" 
AZMON 

 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 
 

*POSTLUDE "Fiat lux" (Let There Be Light) 
Theodore Dubois 

Jill C. Truax, organ 

IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
 

DEACON :   Robert Baker 
 

TODAY  WE  REMEMBER . . .  
Steve Davis, who passed away on Sunday, January 15. 

Penny Odiorne, who passed away on Tuesday, January 17. 
 

THE  A LTAR  F LOWERS  TODAY  ARE  DEDICATED  TO  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD  AND  G IVEN . . .  
by Trip Baldwin in loving memory of  

his Mom Loel Baldwin and his "Step Mom" Penny Odiorne. 
 

by Joan Ohl in loving memory of  
Dorothy Eschenbach, mother of Joan Ohl and Barbara Ruddy. 

We invite you to enjoy cookies and coffee in the Courtyard following worship today. 



ADULT  M IN ISTRY  
 

Caregiving: A Three-Week Series January 24: Karen 
Mulder, author of "122+ Ways to Care Well" will lead 
us in a three-week series about caregiving. 
Tuesdays, January 24, 31, and February 7 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Supper and Book Study January 25: The discussion 
on "The Underground Church" by upcoming guest 
speaker Rev. Robin Meyers concludes Wednesday, 
January 25 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in Community 
Hall. A supper of fettuccini alfredo and salad 
(vegetarian option offered) will begin at 5:00 p.m. 
Please RSVP as soon as possible. Call the Church 
Office today! 
 

Guest Speaker and Preacher February 4-5: Please 
join us for inspiration from Rev. Meyers, who will be 
with us on Saturday, February 4 at 10:00 a.m. in 
Community Hall and give the sermon in 8:30 and 
10:15 a.m. worship on Sunday, February 5. 
Distinguished author and theologian, Rev. Robin R. 
Meyers, Ph.D. will speak at The Community Church 
of Vero Beach. Robin Myers has authored eight 
books about religion and American culture. He 
believes "religion at its best should be biblically 
responsible, intellectually honest, emotionally 
satisfying, and socially significant." He is a retired 
minister of Mayflower Congregational UCC Church 
of Oklahoma City and is a tenured distinguished 
professor Social Justice Emeritus in the Philosophy 
Department at Oklahoma City University.   
 

Men's Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. in 
Community Hall and Zoom with Rev. David. 
 

Women's Bible Study: Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. in 
Community Hall and Zoom with  
Rev. Elizabeth. 
 
 

SUNDAY  GOSPEL ,  WEEKDAY  FAITH  



WELLNESS  
 

Sacred Pause Mondays on Zoom Mondays on 
Zoom at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Life-Long Fitness: Meets Mondays & Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. 
 

Sunrise Gratitude: Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. at Jaycee 
Park. 
 

Qigong: Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.  
  

For more information about Wellness Ministries, 
contact Elaine Matthes at 772-643-6644. 
 
M ISS ION  
 

Mission Caravan Thursday, February 2: Mission 
Caravans are a great opportunity to see what your 
mission dollars are accomplishing in our 
community. We leave from Community Church at 
9:00 a.m. and “caravan” to three different agencies. 
Our first of three caravans will set off on Thursday, 
February 2, and will visit a Habitat for Humanity 
worksite, Hope for Families shelter, and Kidz Closet. 
Mission Caravans are a wonderful way to see the 
amazing work being done in our community, and 
to discover places to volunteer time. Please 
contact the Church Office to let us know if you plan 
to attend. 
 

FAMILY  & COMMUNITY  L I FE  
 

Acolyte Orientation: The word Acolyte means to serve, assist, or help. Lighting the candles 
for worship service is symbolic of Jesus’ coming into the presence of the worshipping 
community. When the Acolyte returns at the end of the service they relight the candle 
lighter before extinguishing the altar candles. They then carry the light back into the world 
to symbolize Jesus going out into the world that we are called to serve. Families with 
children 3rd grade or above are invited to attend our Acolyte Orientation with Rev. Elizabeth 
and Ms. Lia in the Sanctuary following 10:15 a.m. worship next Sunday, January 29.  
 

 

SUNDAY  GOSPEL ,  WEEKDAY  FAITH  



SUNDAY  GOSPEL ,  WEEKDAY  FAITH  
Meal Prep Returns! January 29 at 4:00 p.m.:  
Get your knife and cutting board ready to prepare 
four meals with Sarah Gnade. We will measure, 
chop, mix, and fellowship with one another while 
"prepping" four delicious recipes. You may reserve 
your table on or before Wednesday, January 25. 
Reservations are $25 per table. This Month's Menu is 
Honey Garlic Chicken Thighs, Glazed Chicken 
Kebabs, Peanut Chicken Satay, Chickpea Wild Rice 
Soup. 

 

70 x 7:  Forgiven & Forgiving." March 10-11:  Over the 
course of our time together, we will explain what it 
means to be forgiven, who forgiveness is for, and 
the interplay between forgiveness and memory. 
The retreat begins Friday evening at 6:00 p.m. with 
light supper and opening worship. Saturday will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. with continental breakfast and 
conclude with worship at 2:30 p.m. Contact the 
Church Office on or before Tuesday, February 28. to 
register. Registration is $50.  
 

YOUTH  M IN ISTRY  
 

Save the Date-14th Annual Community Cup: Dust 
off your Golf shoes and mark your calendar for the 
14th Annual Community Cup  Golf Tournament on 
Saturday, March 18 at Sandridge Golf Course. 
Whether you are a "Putt-Putt" champion, or a 
seasoned "Ace," all are welcome to participate in 
this annual Youth Ministry fundraiser.  To learn how 
you can participate in this yearly event, contact Charlene Applegate at 
charlene.applegate@ccovb.org. 
 

LEADERSHIP  
 

Annual Meeting February 1 at 6:00 p.m.  The Annual Congregational Meeting of your 
Community Church of Vero Beach is Wednesday, February 1 at 6:00 p.m. in Community Hall.  
 

 
 
 



Annual Leadership Retreat February 4: The Annual 
Leadership Retreat for all returning and newly 
elected ministry members and staff takes place on 
Saturday, February 4 from 8:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Your presence is requested as together, we chart 
our course for this 100th year of Community 
Church.  
 

We encourage all members and friends of 
Community Church to attend the talk given by Rev. 
Robin R. Meyers from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in Community 
Hall. 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

"ANGELS' ATTIC" RUMMAGE SALE: Save the dates for 
our fabulous sale! Our fashionistas will be 
presenting a "Seas the Day" luncheon and fashion 
show, followed by exclusive shopping on Thursday, 
February 23 at 12:00 p.m. Tickets are $25 and will be 
available beginning January 26. The sale will open 
to the public on Thursday evening, February 23 
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. and continue on Friday, 
February 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and 
Saturday, February 25 from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m. Jewelry 
donations only are welcome at any time at the 
Church Office. For all other donations, drop off 
hours will be Monday, February 20 through 
Wednesday, February 22 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and Thursday from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. Please contact 
Susan Kramer for more information or to volunteer. 
 

MUSIC  & F INE  ARTS  
 

The Queen's Six Concert February 18: The Queen's Six repertoire ranges from austere early 
chant, florid Renaissance polyphony, lewd madrigals, and haunting folk songs, to upbeat 
Jazz and Pop arrangements.  Join us in welcoming this ensemble from Windsor Castle to 
Community Church and Vero Beach. Tickets are $40 each and may be purchased in 
advance online or at the door. Visit the Church Website ccovb.org or scan the QR code in 
the image above to buy online. 
 

 

SUNDAY  GOSPEL ,  WEEKDAY  FAITH  



772-562-3633 1901 23RD ST. VERO BEACH, FL INFO@CCOVB.ORG WWW.CCOVB.ORG 

We invite you to experience this community of God's people, who follow Christ's 
way, worship in Christ's name, welcome and love all, serve widely and joyfully, to 

transform our lives and world by reflecting God's living Spirit. 
 

We extend Christ's welcome to all people, regardless of creed, age, race, or sexual 
identity. The invitation to join our congregation in worship and membership is 

always open, as we allow our lives to be shaped by the loving outreach of Christ. 

SUNDAY  GOSPEL ,  WEEKDAY  FAITH  
Lenten Poetry & Organ February 23: The spoken 
word and organ improvisation has enriched our 
Lenten season since 2017. Each season we invite 
recognized and accomplished poets from across 
the country and around the world to share with us 
their approach to the themes and emotions that 
the season of Lent can evoke. Our first recital will be 
Thursday, February 23 at 11:00 a.m. with poet Brandi 
George. Brandi has had several collections and 
books published since 2015 and teaches writing at 
FSW in Fort Myers, FL. 
 

Jazz Vespers New Date February 26: A previously 
printed bulletin listed our February Vespers as 
February 19 in error. Our February Jazz Vespers will 
be on Sunday, February 26 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Courtyard or Community Hall. Join our clergy and 
Jazz Combo as we offer this unique worship 
experience of prayer, psalms, poetry, prose, 
refreshments, and jazz music, surrounded by 
candlelight. 
 

FORMATION  
 

Mahjong Organizational Meeting: For anyone interested in being part of a monthly Mahjong 
Group, we are holding an organizational meeting after church next Sunday, January 29th. 
We will meet briefly at 11:30 in the Garden Room to pick a date and time to play that works 
for the group. All levels are welcome, including anyone interested in learning how to play 
the fun and challenging game of Mahjong! If you are interested but cannot make the 
meeting, contact Joy Lambert at 772-778-4763 or JoyALam@comcast.net. 


