
Sharing Faith and 
Celebrating Melissa
by Dr. James R. Brooks, 
Senior Minister

Twenty years ago… 
Kelly Clarkson won 
the first American 
Idol contest; Salt 
Lake City hosted the 
Olympics; the Euro was 
introduced; and gas 
cost $1.61 a gallon. Best 
of all, Melissa Houston 
joined our staff!

Melissa has been the 
“first impression” of 
our office for two decades. Faithfully, she has 
answered countless phone calls, emails, letters, 
faxes, texts, etc.  Graciously, she has received 
members, guests, the lost, and vendors who come 
through the door. An estimated 30 staff have been 
on the team throughout her tenure.  

I am the third senior minister whose ministry has 
benefited from her service. She has connected 
the dots when I ask about who is related to who 
and how. Her input in staff meetings is lively, 
especially as she leads us through the upcoming 
calendar items. Her audio cues for each holiday 
and season are always festive, except for Daylight 
Saving Time which is a nemesis. Melissa is the 
“go to” for chocolate-related advice.

I remember the first time I met Melissa. Quickly, I 
knew it would be a joy to serve with her. Melissa’s 
work ethic is wonderful. What I appreciate the 
most about Melissa is her care and passion for 
the members of our church. I am inspired by her 
holding each of you in her heart.

Congratulations to 
Melissa Houston upon 
the completion of 20 
years of service on staff 
with our congregation!  

Mel’s 20th Anniversary 
Reflections

“I am more of 
a ‘present’ and 
‘immediate future’ 
person. Remembering 
the past gets fuzzy. 
Of course, there are 
moments in my life that 
I remember ‘like it was 
yesterday…’

I do remember 
feelings, emotions. 
What I remember 
from the past 
20-years is the 
love, the caring, 
the concern, 
the sadness, the 
happiness, the 
friendship that 
we have shared. 
I remember our 
laughing, crying, 

mourning and laughing again, together.  

I remember your faithful prayers, your love of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, and your service to Him. 
This faith and love shown, helps strengthen my 
faith and love for Christ. I am blessed to have two 
church families.

I would be remiss in not mentioning that some of 
you have learned of my deep enjoyment of good 
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Melissa’s 20-Year Anniversary continued 
dark chocolate. This knowledge has been used to 
bribe me into doing extra projects. More often, 
this knowledge is used to bestow a scrumptious 
gift. 

For all this and much more, I am truly thankful;  
I am immensely grateful. With much love, Mel”

“Melissa was hired and worked for Eagle 
Newspapers at our Eagle Web Press location in 
Northeast Salem for a number of years in the late 
90’s. Due to some cutbacks and staffing changes, 
she left our employ in the early 2000’s. I knew at 
that time that a job was going to become available 
at the church and kept thinking that Melissa 
would be a good fit. It took quite a while to get 
the two sides together, but once that occurred, the 
magic began. She has and continues to be such an 
invaluable resource for the entire church, a true 
blessing from God.” Doug Johnson 

“Melissa Houston is a gem! She blesses us day 
in and day out with her kindness, her patience, 
her extraordinary skills and help. Thank you, God, 
for Melissa! Thank you, Melissa, for radiating 
God’s love to us for the last twenty years.”  
Carol Talley       

“Melissa is extraordinary! Because of her 
expertise, knowledge, and caring our office runs 
smoothly.  She is efficient, kind, and friendly. I 
am blessed to call her my friend and hope she 
continues here for many more years.”  
Penny Blackwell

Farewell Celebration 
for Dr. Brooks and Amy
As Dr. Brooks and Amy 
prepare for their calling 
to a new ministry at 
First Christian Church, 
Hagerstown, Maryland, 
the Transition Team 
and the Caring Team 
are planning a Farewell 
Celebration to bless 
them and say “Good-bye” 
as they conclude their 
ministry at Salem FCC.

On Sunday, February 19th, there will be one 
Worship Service at 11:00 am. All are invited to 
worship in this combined service. A luncheon at 
12:30 pm and a program at 1:00 pm will follow. 

We ask that you RSVP for the luncheon by calling 
the church office, 503-363-9273 or emailing: 
info@salemfcc.org. More information will follow 
in the next Scroll.

Joyce Richter Work Schedule Changes
When I took this part-time job in March of 2021, 
it was a step towards retirement, providing me 
the best of both worlds. Now, I have decided to 
reduce my working hours even more. Starting 
March 1, my new schedule will be to work every 
other week on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,  
to coincide with The Church Scroll. On Monday 
and Tuesday, I will work on site, and Wednesday, 
I will work remotely. Each month’s schedule will 
be posted on my office door. 

Please keep in mind how this may affect you or 
your ministry’s communications projects. You will 
need to plan at least two weeks ahead for Sunday 
slides, Facebook/Instagram posts, printed flyers, 
or posters. I will continue to create your event 
support material, but not at the last minute.

I truly enjoy my job at Salem FCC and the people 
I work with. I was delighted that my proposal 
was accepted. In this new phase of my life, I am 
grateful to keep one foot in these church doors 
while committing more of my time to family.

Joyce Richter, Communications Director
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Celebrating Birthdays from January 18-31

Scott Bigham ........................................ January 20

Deana Costello ..................................... January 20

Bruce Gilbertson .................................. January 22

Lorna Johnson .......................................January 23

Caden Melzer ........................................January 23

Joe Resch ............................................. January 24

Mia Bledsoe ......................................... January 26

Kathy Boles .......................................... January 26

David Decker ....................................... January 29

Myrna Phillips ..................................... January 29

Mary Lou Hazelwood ........................... January 30

Bob Olson .............................................. January 31

Worship Attendance
January 8 in-person online
8:30 ......................23
9:30 ......................37 ..................... 127
11:00 .....................92 .................... 86

January 15 in-person online
6:30 ...................... 16
9:30 ......................20 .................... 91
11:00 .....................87

Prayers for ...
Bob Adams, stage 4 cancer
Paul Freeman, move to Mill City home
Kaiden Harris-Gloyer, healing from tooth 
removal
Betty Patterson, healing from a fall and broken 
arm
Phil Patterson, adjusting to living in Memory 
Care
Mike Stebbins, healing from surgery

Memorial Service for Judy Brown
Judy Brown passed away on December 30, 2022.  
A memorial service is planned for Saturday, 
January 28th, at 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

Flower Calendar 2023
Please consider sharing your 
celebrations and memories with  
the congregation by providing 
Sanctuary flowers for Sunday 
worship. The calendar is posted  
on the bulletin board by the  
church office. 
Thank you.

Request for Active Military Members
If you are, or know a church member who is an 
active member of the military, please let us know. 
You may call the church office (503) 363-9273 or 
email: info@salemfcc.org.

Resurrection!
The time has come to have our Spring FCC  
All-CHURCH Women’s Retreat - “I Am My 
Father’s Daughter.”
Save the Date: 

Saturday, March 4th
9:00 am - 12:00 noon
Fellowship Hall
Hosted by the Caring Team

Contact Kim Resch for volunteer opportunities - 
503-507-7205 or kimmiejoresch@gmail.com.

Interim Minister Search Committee
If you have questions during the 
process of searching for an interim 
minister, please contact someone on 
the search committee:  
Orin Bruton (Chair), Lisa Barnes, 
Penny Blackwell, Doug Johnson, Thalia 
Lazarus, Wayne Smith, Carol Talley 
and Colleen Vawter. 
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Upcoming Book Sale
CWF’s annual Book Sale 
is February 3 - 5. Please 
help us be successful by 
bringing your books, puzzles, 
games, CD’s, DVD’s, and 
office supplies as soon as 
possible. We do not accept 
VCR tapes, cassettes, 
encyclopedias, magazines, 
records or Reader’s Digests. 
We currently need many 
more items to make our sale 
successful, so let your family 
and neighbors know about 
it, too. Our proceeds support 
local non-profits.

Prayer Collage Workshop “Vision for 2023”
Saturday, January 21 
9:00 am-12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall
Rev. Michelle Harris-Gloyer will guide us in a 
simple process for dreaming and writing down 
some personal goals. We will lift those goals in 
prayer, asking for God’s leading in our purpose 
and priorities. Then we will each create a “vision 
board” collage for 2023— to visualize some of our 
hopes and dreams!
There is no cost for this workshop. 
Supplies and snacks provided. 
Registrations help us to set space 
and supplies. Invite a friend! 
Children (old enough to handle 
scissors) and youth are welcome, 
too! Please REGISTER HERE by 
January 18. ~ FCC Praying Ministry Team

Moms’ Lenten Group 
Fridays, February 10 through March 31
7:00-8:30 pm, Church Library
Moms’ Group 
is for moms of 
children (infants 
through school 
age). We gather 
for connection, 
study, and prayer.
Lent is the 
special time of 
getting ready for 
Easter. Maybe you want to give 
up worrying for Lent this year. 
Maybe you don’t particularly 
struggle with worry or fears, but 
this seems like a good season 
to “dig the well before you are 
thirsty” (Chinese proverb) and 
connect with other moms.
We’ll do a study on “Joshua: Winning the Worry 
Battle” by Barb Roose. The participant workbook 
is available in hard copy, Kindle, and on Audible 
(audio book). Get your own favorite form, or 
notify Pastor Michelle if you’d like a hard copy 
provided. RSVP to michellehg@salemfcc.org.

All-Ages Game Night 
Friday, January 27
6:00-8:00 PM
Salem FCC Fellowship Hall

Dominos, Dice, Dance Dance Revolution…  
What’s your game?  
Pinochle, popcorn, people of all ages…  
Find friends, fun, and fellowship at Game Night!
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Remodel Progress: exterior 
and interior ramps...

The Serving Ministry is hosting Souper Bowl of Caring,  
a canned food drive to benefit the  
Marion Polk Food Share. 

Bring your canned food items to the Food Share barrel at  
Salem FCC located in the Chalice entry.   

We’re asking EVERYONE to participate.  
The final collection date is Super Bowl Sunday,  

February 12, after the 11:00 am worship service. 

Most needed donations are high-protein food like canned tuna, peanut butter, 
and dairy. Healthy foods, like canned fruit and  

vegetables, rice, beans, and pasta, are also in high demand.

“Be a Game Changer and Tackle Hunger!” 

Help us exceed our goal of 250 cans by February 12th!

How the Souper Bowl  
of Caring began...

In 1990, a simple 
prayer: “Lord, even 
as we enjoy the Super 
Bowl football game, 
help us be mindful of 
those who are without 
a bowl of soup to eat” 
was delivered during a 
church service at Spring 
Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Columbia, 
SC. This gave birth 
to an idea. Why not 
harness the energy and 
enthusiasm of Super 
Bowl weekend to unite 
the nation for a higher 
good? More than 30 
years later, people of 
all ages are tackling 
hunger to help support 
local hunger relief.

CLICK HERE to learn 
more about the Marion- 
Polk Food Share.

Break-out groups by ministry team at the annual 
Board Retreat, Saturday, January 7th
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address label

685 Marion Street NE
Salem OR 97301-3729
(503) 363-9273

Salem First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ)
685 Marion Street NE, Salem OR 97301-3729
(503) 363-9273 | website: salemfcc.org  
email: info@salemfcc.org

Salem First Christian Church STAFF

Senior Minister: Rev. Dr. James Brooks

Associate Minister: Rev. Michelle Harris-Gloyer

Associate Minister: Rev. Matthew Harris-Gloyer

Office Manager: Melissa Houston

Keeper of the House: Mark Ridings

Praise Team Leader & Custodian: Brian Smith

Communications Director: Joyce Richter

Accountant: Karina Reddaway

Music Director: Lisa Gallagher

Accompanist: Melissa Davey

Handbell Choir Director: Kendall Jacobsen

Nursery Coordinator: Teri Garland

Nursery Assistant: Ann Krummel

Security: Shawn Hill & Terrance Jull

We are proud members of:

oidisciples.org emoregon.org

The chalice symbolizes the 
central place of communion  
in worship for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  
The X-shaped cross of the 
disciple, Andrew, is a reminder 
of the importance of evangelism 
and the ministry of each person.

disciples.org

https://salemfcc.org/
https://www.oidisciples.org/
https://emoregon.org/
https://disciples.org/

