CCC CHAPTERS 23 & 24
GROW
BY NYREIA HARRINGTON
LET IT RAIN
“Preparing for God’s Outpouring: Refreshing- Restoration- Harvest
“Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.” — Joel 2:23 (KJV)
Q. What happens when the rain comes?
Introduction
There is something powerful about rain. When the ground has been dry and the rain finally comes, everything begins to change. The soil is softened. Seeds that have been planted can begin to Grow. What looked barren can become fruitful.
The Bible often uses rain as a picture of what God does in our lives. Rain brings refreshing, preparation, growth, and ultimately harvest.
Joel 2:23 speaks about the former rain and the latter rain. In the natural, these rains were connected to the planting and growing season. Spiritually, we can see a picture of God preparing us His people, refreshing His people, and bringing us into a season of fruitfulness.
So when we say, “Lord, let it rain,” we're asking God to prepare us, refresh us, teach us, restore us, and bring forth fruit in our lives.
Also if you keep reading further in Joel 2:23–26 tells us that before God causes your harvest of wheat, wine, and oil to overflow, before He restores all the years you have lost, before you “eat in plenty and be satisfied,” God first gives you “the former rain faithfully.”
Side Note: And there is another beautiful thought connected with this passage:  The Hebrew word moreh can mean “Former rain” and is also associated with teaching/Instruction.,” while the word “faithfully” is tzedakah which means “righteousness.” Simply put, the latter rain will fall on you when you believe that your righteousness is not based on your works but is yours as a gift. The more you receive and believe this teaching of righteousness, the more you will have faith to ask Him for every need. Sin will lose its hold on you. And you will experience God’s amazing restoration, robust health, and family blessings in an unprecedented way!!! AMEN 
1. The Former Rain is: Preparation
In the agricultural setting, the former/early rain helped prepare the ground for planting and beginning the growing season.
Spiritually: God allow what is needed to prepare us. Sometimes God has to soften our hearts, prepare our minds, and get the ground of our lives ready before the harvest can come.
2. The Latter Rain — Preparation for Harvest
The latter rain came later in the Growing season and was associated with preparing the crop for harvest. (The rain is connected to the harvest).
The purpose isn't simply to get wet. The purpose of the rain is ultimately fruitfulness.
Hosea 6:3 — “He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.”
James 5:7 — “Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.”
3. “Let It Rain” Is Also a Prayer of Surrender
When we say “Lord, let it rain,” we're essentially saying:
“Lord, send what You know we need. Refresh us. Prepare us. Restore us. And make us fruitful.”
 But the rain can represent the process God uses to prepare us for what He wants to produce through us.
· Prayer positions us to receive what wants to give us. 
· Prayer allows him to intervene to make possible every impossible situation (Luke 18;7).
4. Joel 2 Is Bigger Than Just Rain (he also speaks of:)
· Repentance — Joel 2:12–13 
· Returning to God — Joel 2:12 
· God's mercy — Joel 2:13
· Harvest and Abundance Joel -2:24 
· Restoration — Joel 2:25 
· The outpouring of God's Spirit — Joel 2:28
The rain is part of a larger picture of restoration and God's presence. A particularly powerful connection is:
Joel 2:28 — “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh...”
Hallelujah!!! Notice the rain comes down, and God's Spirit is poured out.
The natural rain to the spiritual outpouring.

LET IT RAIN
1. Rain prepares — “Prepare the ground.”
God prepares our hearts for what He wants to produce.
2. Rain refreshes — “Revive what has become dry.”
God can restore what has been weakened, depleted, or damaged.
3. Rain produces — “Prepare for the harvest.”
God's outpouring is connected to fruitfulness and purpose.

STEP 24
“Watch Out for the Arrows”
Ephesians 6:16 says: “Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”
The enemy's “arrows” can represent the thoughts, accusations, discouragement, fear, offense, doubt, and temptation that try to penetrate our hearts
Luke 6:45 (Watch What Comes Out)
Jesus says: A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: “For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.”
Q. What happens when the rain falls on our hearts?
If God's Word, grace, and Spirit are filling us, eventually that overflow will come out of us—in our words, attitudes, actions, relationships, and responses.
Question to Ponder: The Bible says that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. What is being spoken in the form of negative words or conversation from your mouth?
Transformational practice: meditate on Luke 6:45. Pray about the things that you need to experience freedom from.  By DR. NYREIA
In Closing Let it rain and receive God’s word, Watch out for the arrows guard your heart and faith. Watch what comes out Let the overflow reveal God’s word in you Amen 

PRAYER
Father, we come before You hallelujah!!! with grateful hearts, and we say, “Lord, let it rain.”
Let the rain of Your presence fall upon us. Soften every hard place in our hearts and prepare us for everything You desire to do in our lives. Teach us Your righteousness. Help us to understand that we don't have to earn Your love or Your favor through our own works. Teach us to receive Your grace and to walk by faith in what You have already provided through Christ. Lord, send the refreshing rain into every dry place. Restore what has been lost. Heal what has been broken. Renew our strength and revive our hearts. Prepare us for the harvest. Let the rain You send produce fruit in our lives—not just for our benefit, but so that others can be blessed through us for your Glory!!! And Father GOD, according to Your Word, pour out Your Spirit upon us. Let our homes, our families, our churches, and our communities experience the evidence of Your presence. We receive Your teaching. We receive Your grace. We receive Your refreshing. We receive Your restoration. Lord, let it rain.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
Questions
1. What does rain represent to you spiritually? 
2. What is the difference between receiving God's righteousness by faith and trying to earn it through works? 
3. Why do you think God prepares us before bringing us into a harvest? 
4. What does God need to soften or prepare in our lives? 
5. Where do you need God's refreshing right now? 
6. What area of your life are you believing God to restore? 
7. How can we prepare ourselves to receive what God wants to pour out? 
8. If God sends the rain, what kind of harvest do you want your life to produce?


