Living a Life of Purpose


1. Created on Purpose • For a Purpose • To Fulfill God’s Purpose
a. Ephesians 2:10 — “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”
a. Purpose is not simply what we want to accomplish; it is understanding why God created us, what He has entrusted to us, and how we can faithfully serve His intentions.
Why Am I Here?
2. I am here to fulfill a God-created purpose!
a. Proverbs 19:21 — “There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.”
b. Proverbs 19:21 AMP - Many plans are in a man’s mind, But it is the LORD’S purpose for him that will stand (be carried out). 
c. Careers, possessions, relationships, and achievements can fill a life without answering its deepest question: Why did God create me? Purpose begins with belonging to God and reflecting His character, not with holding a title.
3. Being alive means you exist. Living with purpose means recognizing that your existence carries responsibility.
When you hear “purpose,” what comes to mind?
Do you believe everyone has a God-given purpose? Why?
Can a person be successful and still feel unfulfilled?
What is the difference between living and merely existing?
Part 1 — Understanding Biblical Purpose
Ecclesiastes 3:1 — “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:”
Romans 8:28 — “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”
Isaiah 43:7 — “Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.”
1. Purpose begins with God. In Romans 8:28, the Greek word prothesis communicates intention or a plan set forth. Our plans are best understood in relation to God’s character and will.
a. Universal purpose: glorify God, love Him and others, and reflect Christ.
b. Personal purpose: steward particular gifts, experiences, opportunities, and responsibilities.
c. Kingdom purpose: contribute to the good of others and the building up of Christ’s body.



2. Purpose is greater than position. 
a. A role can be an avenue of service without defining a person’s entire identity.

3. Position may provide opportunity; purpose guides how we steward it.

What happens when a title becomes our identity?
How do we distinguish God’s purposes from personal preferences?

Part 2 — Discovering God-Given Purpose 
1. God Given Purpose
a. Jeremiah 1:5 — “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.”

b. Proverbs 3:5–6 — “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
*Psalm 139:13–16; Romans 12:4–8; 1 Peter 4:10–11.
2. Purpose is discerned in relationship with God through prayer, 
a. Scripture, obedience, wise counsel, and maturity. Jeremiah 1:5 describes Jeremiah’s particular prophetic call; it should not be treated as a guarantee that every believer will receive the same kind of assignment.

b. Gifts can provide clues, but ability alone does not prove calling. Ask where you see spiritual fruit, where needs stir compassion, and where trusted people recognize service-oriented strengths.
Moses (Exodus 3–4): Moses asked, “Who am I?” (Exodus 3:11). God answered, “Certainly I will be with thee” (Exodus 3:12). God’s presence, rather than Moses’ self-confidence, anchored the call.

How can we tell the difference between enjoyment and calling?
Can insecurity obscure our purpose?
Why do we seek human approval before obedience?
What gifts have others noticed in you?




Purpose inventory
An ability I can use to serve others:  ______________________________________________
A need or concern that consistently moves me:  ______________________________________________
A strength others have affirmed:  ______________________________________________
A responsibility I can faithfully take on now:  ______________________________________________

Part 3 — Purpose Through Process

3. Purpose Through Process
a. Romans 5:3–4 — “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope:”
b. Romans 5:3-4 AMP “And not only this, but [with joy] let us exult in our sufferings and rejoice in our hardships, knowing that hardship (distress, pressure, trouble) produces patient endurance; and endurance, proven character (spiritual maturity); and proven character, hope and confident assurance [of eternal salvation]. Such hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us, because God’s love has been abundantly poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

c. James 1:4 — “But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”
*Genesis 37; 39–45; Psalm 105:17–19; Philippians 1:6.
d. God can develop character, wisdom, endurance, and humility over time. Preparation is not always visible and suffering is not necessarily a punishment.

What happens when we try to bypass development?
How can we remain faithful when timing is unclear?
Part 4 — Obstacles to Purpose
4. Obstacles of Purpose
a. Hebrews 12:1 — “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,”
b. 2 Timothy 1:7 — “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”


	Obstacle
	Example
	Lesson

	Fear
	Moses — Exodus 4:10–13
	Inadequacy can overshadow God’s provision.

	Comparison
	Peter — John 21:20–22
	Another person’s path need not distract us.

	Disobedience
	Jonah 1
	Resistance diverts us from responsibility.

	Distraction
	Martha — Luke 10:38–42
	Busyness is not the same as priority.

	Discouragement
	Elijah — 1 Kings 19
	Faithful people can become exhausted.

	Pride
	Saul — 1 Samuel 15
	Self-will can compete with obedience.



c. Some obstacles are outside our control; others are habits or choices we can address. Purpose requires discernment, boundaries, rest, and accountability. Activity does not always equal purpose.

Which is more dangerous: fear of failure or desire for recognition?
Can church activity displace communion with God?
How does comparison weaken service?
When does persistence become stubbornness?
How can accountability support faithfulness?
Part 5 — Walking Intentionally in Purpose
5. Walking Intentionally in Purpose
a. Colossians 3:23 — “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;”
b. Matthew 5:16 — “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
*Micah 6:8; Matthew 20:26–28; Ephesians 4:11–16; James 1:22.
Five practices
· Seek God continually through prayer, Scripture, and discernment.
· Develop your gifts, knowledge, character, and skills.
· Serve faithfully where you are, without waiting for a title.
· Build relationships that offer encouragement and correction.
· Evaluate spiritual fruit: love, integrity, faithfulness, and service.

*Jesus models greatness through service (Matthew 20:26–28). Purpose is not only about individual achievement but about glorifying God and strengthening others.
6. Philippians 3:13–14 — “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
· Am I pursuing God’s purpose or only personal success?
· What has God placed in my hands that I need to develop?
· What season of preparation may I be in?
· What must I surrender to become more faithful?
· Who might benefit from my obedience?
Closing declaration
I was created by God and for His glory. My life has meaning beyond position, possessions, and accomplishments. I will seek His wisdom, develop what He has entrusted to me, remain faithful through every season, and serve others with humility. By God’s grace, I will walk intentionally and courageously in His will.
