FIGHTING FAIR
A SPIRITUAL BOXING MATCH
HEALING IN SPIRITUAL CONFRONTATION
Ephesians 6:12
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against rulers of darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places.
In the grand scheme of things our goal in this season is to cleanse ourselves so that we may go into our new seasons with a new mindset and with no baggage from the past. The enemy does not want this for us. He wants to have enmity between us. When we have enmity between ourselves and our loved ones we suffer. We should remember in reflection that hard places and difficult challenges will always be a part of our Spiritual Maturation Journey. WITH THE LORD. Jesus, Peter and Paul learned obedience by the things they suffered. As we confront and overcome different obstacles, we become more obedient and stronger in the Lord Rather than prolonging pain and trying to escape at some point when the Holy Spirit nudges us, it is time for “CONFRONTATION.”
How do we handle the situation when there is absolutely no other avenue to go further with a person lest you have an honest one on one confrontation. As Christians we speak so frequently about truth, but do we really have the Spiritual Maturation to do so?
I don’t know much about wrestling but I do know a little about boxing.
In a boxing match the two highly trained professionals have to train for months. They sometimes meet for the media and have a “tongue lashing” before the cameras to rile one another up. Sometimes these “pre-match” tongue lashings get physical because the boxers are too emotional. This confrontation although scripted and scheduled can still get so out of hand.
Then we come to the big fight. Fight Night. The Boxers come to the middle of the ring.
The referee begins to read the rules. They go something like this. No head bunts,
No hitting below the belt, if a person goes down, go to your mutual corner. If I say stop, stop. We are scheduled for 12 rounds unless someone cannot endure the 12.
Now as we look at our lives there may be a time or a situation that calls for a confrontation. There may be a time where we have to schedule a one on one. 
We may have to schedule a Spiritual Boxing Match but not against one another, against flesh, against an offense that came through someone that we never thought it would have to be against. So now our flesh is in an uproar and we cannot even think enough to get crucial questions answered. How do we conduct ourselves to have a “Spiritual Confrontation" with a beloved.
What does the Word of God say about mending fences when we must definitely confront someone?
If we have to have a “talk’ we must be truthful, courageous, firm but fair.
But most of all we must speak in true love. 
Let us look at some scriptures that may help us get through.
Matthew 18:15-17
If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you've won them over.
What are the key points here;
· There is something between the two of you to be able to meet alone TRUST
· If two can meet alone there is some thread of trust involved.
As in the boxing match there is such a thing as a fair fight.
Let’s go back to the referees’ instructions.
Head Bunts
· Never refer to a person’s: 
· mental capacity 
· lack of education 
· level of understanding
· upbringing
No Hitting below the belt
· Using what someone told you in trust against them
· Reopening or exposing scars of the past 
Goes go to your mutual corner. If I say stop, stop.
One has to discern when enough is enough.
· Yelling
· Cursing
· Physical Threat or the hint of it 
Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather in humility value others above yourselves not looking to your own interests but also for the interests of others.
We are scheduled for 12 rounds unless someone cannot endure the 12.
Although you may schedule a meeting to resolve an issue it may not come into fruition at this time. Being Christ minded 1 Corinthians 10:24 says: “No one should seek their own good, but the good of  others.
Romans 12:10 says, Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one above yourselves.
This scripture tells us to:
· Be devoted to one another in love
· Honor one another above ourselves
· This is a call to humility 
After having said and done it all we should be able to experience a new sense of Spiritual Freedom. This one is like:
Galatians 5:13 ESV For you brothers were called to freedom, brother.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh but through love serve one another.
· Having the mind of Christ
· Living with humility
· Living with unity
· Living with selflessness and love one another with healthy boundaries. 
