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Seeking to gain revenge on someone can keep a believer in bondage. It is also a telltale sign the one has not truly cast all his cares on the Lord.
Total dependence on the Lord may look strange and feel strange but its net result is freedom in our hearts and our minds.

Romans 12:17-21 MSG
Don't hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you have got it in you, get along with everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. I’ll do the judging say’s God. I’ll take care of it. 
Our scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch, or if he’s thirsty get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him. Don’t let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.

1)What would it take for us to be able to walk this out?
To not hit back
To discover the beauty in everyone
To get along with everyone 
To feed the very enemy that tried to take you out
To walk in the wholeness of forgiveness without any residue?

It would take TOTAL FORGIVENESS. 
This is the example that Paul set for us.
Paul states we must resist our natural desire to seek repayment or “justice” when evil is done to us. We must resist our human instinct for revenge and refuse to ever pay back evil when evil is done to us. 

Does it matter if this person is a Christian or not? No. 
Paul states this is an opportunity for Christians to show the difference and that as a Christian we are honorable. So then our reaction should be a reaction of honor. 
How does it look that on one hand we are displaying love, gentleness and kindness and then when someone offends us we go in the total opposite direction. Malice, hatred, slander, and sometimes violence. 
We must put on the mindset of Christ

ROMANS 12:1

When we look at Romans 12:17-21 tells us to avoid retaliation instead we should choose to respond in a way which demonstrates integrity and honorable conduct.
It also tells us to leave vengeance to God. 
Do not repay evil for evil
Live honorably
Aim for peace
Overcome evil with good
Leave vengeance to God. 

Can a person have the Holy Spirit and still sin. 
Having the Holy spirit does not make us immune to becoming tempted to sin.
It is natural to become hurt or offended when someone offends us. It is what we do in return that God is speaking about. 
Our reaction, our response. 
It should reflect the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. although the presence of the Holy spirit is there, we have to CHOOSE to activate the power of the HOLY SPIRIT to help us not walk in acting out wrath.

It is also not as compelling. Genuinely doing good for an enemy is definitely a more powerful impact on those witnessing than watching a professed Christian return act for act. This would be disheartening for a person on the fence or seeking a deeper walk. After all our main goal as Christians is to draw men to Christ. Our forgiveness, love, compassion and the CHOICE to not repay is a powerful statement in itself.


On Page 149 of Chapter 12
It is unrighteous for us as children of God to avenge ourselves.
· We seek a so-called repayment of a debt.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           It is the equivalent of some type of fulfillment when we feel we are done wrong.
· We feel we deserve justice or revenge.
· Revenge warrants that we deserve some type of payment
· But what about what we may owe

WE MUST WALK IN TOTAL FORGIVENESS IF WE WANT TO BE FREE

James 4:12,5:9 
There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and destroy. Who are you to judge another? Do not grumble against one another, brethren lest you be condemned. Behold the Judge is standing at the door.  

IF WE DO NOT FORGIVE AND SEEK TO REPAY, WE SET OURSELVES UP AS JUDGES
· God is the only just judge
· He will pass righteous judgement
· He will repay according to righteousness 
· How can we measure the wrong done to us without measuring the wrong we have done to others, the wrong we’ve done to Jesus.
· Each one of us have broken laws
· Laws against the land and the laws of God so we have to realize that He has taken the brunt of all our sins and has asked only that we repent in turn and not take matters in our own hands. 
· Vengeance is mine, says the Lord, I will repay. RIGHTEOUSLY

WHY IS THE WORD RIGHTEOUSLY EMPHASIZED SO?

THERE IS NO GRAY GRUDGE AREA  
Law vs Grace
Matthew 5:38-42(Emphasis Added)
Yes, you have heard what was said.”an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” but I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks you.and from him who wants to borrow do not turn away. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
In closing God is telling us there is no cause for us to not be willing to forgive and not seek retribution. It is for Him to handle.
Let us cast our cares on Him, for he knows.

