


Chapter 9
The Rock of offense

"Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame." Therefore, to you who believe. He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner-stone," and "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 1 PETER 2:6-8
In the Bible Zion initially referred to a specific hill in Jerusalem that King David captured but it later expanded to encompass the entire city of Jerusalem, the Temple, the Jewish nation, and most importantly, the heavenly city of God. Symbolic and Spiritual meaning The dwelling place of God’s presence and His chosen people, eternal blessings, and the future eternal kingdom where God dwells with believers.
                                                          THE STONE (I like the message version)
“Welcome to the living Stone, the source of life. The workmen took one look and threw it out; God set it in the place of honor. Present yourselves as building stones for the construction of a sanctuary vibrant with life, in which you’ll serve as holy priests offering Christ-approved lives up to God. The Scriptures provide precedent: Look! I’m setting a stone in Zion, a cornerstone in the place of honor. Whoever trusts in this stone as a foundation will never have cause to regret it. To you who trust him, he’s a Stone to be proud of, but to those who refuse to trust him, the stone the workmen threw out is now the chief foundation stone. For the untrusting it’s... a stone to trip over, a boulder blocking the way. They trip and fall because they refuse to obey, just as predicted.”

 
Today the meaning of the word believe has been weak-ened. In the eyes of most it has become a mere acknowledgment of a certain fact. To many it has nothing to do with obedience. But in the passage above, the words believe and disobedient are represented as opposites.
The Scriptures exhort "that whoever believes in Him [Jesus Christ should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16). As a result of the way we view the word believe, many think that all they are required to do is believe that Jesus existed and died on Calvary, and they are in good standing with God. If this were the Only requirement the demons will be in good standing with Him. The scripture also says you believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe and tremble (James 2:19) there is no salvation for them. 

 

Jesus as a Cornerstone vs.6-7

· The Foundation for faith: 
The passage refers to Jesus as the chosen and Precious "chief Cornerstone" a "living Stone". Back In ancient building, a cornerstone was essential for the stability and alignment of a whole structure. Christ is the foundation! and God is building a spiritual house of believers. 
· Fulfillment of prophecy: peter uses Isaiah 28:16 to show that Jesus is the One Isaiah spoke of, the foundation of God’s work for believers.

· The builder’s choice: Historically, the builders (religious leaders of that time) Rejected Jesus, the cornerstone, but God vindicated him, making him the cornerstone.


The Stone of Stumbling for Unbelievers vs.8-9

· A Source of Disobedience: 
For those who reject Christ and live in continuous disobedience to God's truth, Jesus becomes a "stone of stumbling" and a "rock of offense". 
· Judgment: 
Their disobedience and rejection of Him lead to judgment. They stumble and fall because they refuse to build their lives upon Him. 



The Twofold Reaction to Christ
· 
Faith vs. Disobedience: 
The passage presents two distinct reactions to Jesus: those who believe leading to honor, building their lives on Him, and those who Don’t believe and are disobedient. 
· 
Honor vs. Shame: 

Believers will experience honor because their faith in Christ vindicates them. In contrast, unbelievers will lead to stumbling and shame for their refusal to accept Christ as the foundation of their lives. 
· Obedience means hearing God’s Word, believing it, and willingly following His divine principles and commitments, reflecting a deep love and trust in Him rather than just following rules. It involves aligning ones life and actions with God’s will for spiritual growth and demonstrating faith through doing what His Word says! Which leads to blessings and favor with God

Biblical obedience

· Hearing and doing- True obedience requires God’s word by actively doing what it says
· Love for God- Obedience is seen as a demonstration of one’s love for God and when we keep His commands we remain in His love
· Trust and faith- Obeying God shows trust in his wisdom and faithfulness We submit to His care and recognize that He knows what is best
· Inner transformation- Obedience is more than outward actions it involves a change of heart and alignment with God’s truth it leads to a deeper spiritual life
· Disobedient-is  rebellion resulting in separation and negative consequences

Q. What does it mean to love for the person of Jesus Christ?
Pg 102 

This is what it means to "love for the person of Jesus Christ" refers to the Christian concept of agape love, which is a selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional love that is rooted in Christ's own love for humanity and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It involves a deep conviction of Christ's immense value, leading to active obedience to His commands, a desire to serve and forgive others, and a reflection of His nature through actions that prioritize the well-being of others, even enemies. This love is not merely an emotional feeling but a deep, life-altering relationship that transforms believers into mirrors of Christ's self-giving nature. Self-giving nature

Key aspects of loving for the person of Jesus Christ: 
· Agape Love (Unconditional Love):
This is the foundation, a love that gives without expectation and loves people regardless of their flaws or whether they deserve it. 
· Obedience to His Commands:
Christians demonstrate their love for Christ by keeping His commandments, which are not seen as burdensome but as a path to fulfillment. 
· Selflessness and Service:
Love for Christ motivates believers to be concerned about others' well-being, laying down their lives for them, as Christ did for humanity. 
· The Holy Spirit as the Source:
This kind of transformative love doesn't come from human effort but from the Holy Spirit dwelling within a believer, enabling them to love like Christ. 
· Reflection of Christ's Example:
Believers learn to love others by reflecting the self-giving, compassionate, and forgiving love they have received from Christ. 
· Active, Not Passive:
Love for Christ is an active faith that involves seeking Him through prayer, living in His presence, and allowing His teachings to guide every aspect of life. 
· A Defining Mark of Disciples:
Jesus stated that love would be the distinguishing mark of His disciples, making their lives a visible reflection of Christ to the world. 
· Deep and Personal Relationship:
It is a dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ that transforms believers from within, fostering an intimacy with Him that shapes their character and vision of reality


They rejected the one who was freely given Their hope of life and salvation. The one that could save their lives, Instead became a stone for stumbling and a rock of offense to them
JESUS DID NOT COMPROMISE TRUTH IN ORDER TO KEEP PEOPL FROM BEING OFFENDED 
· The offense that comes when truth is preached reveals true motives and causes them That are not in walking in His to uproot themselves. 
· When truth is preached our lifestyles are confronted
As we continue in 1Peter vs.9-10
But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted. * * *”






