Ch. 4 “My Father, My Father”
“It is one thing to experience rejection and malice from a brother or sister, but it is entirely different to experience rejection and malice from a father.” – Author.  Any type of betrayal, feeling of offense can be devastating.  Betrayal that comes at the hands of a father figure and/or leader can lead to irreparable damage.  We can’t help but expect that people in these positions in our lives mean us no harm and that their intentions are to not do harm to us.  
I Samuel 24:11 NKJV states, “Moreover, my father, see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the corner of your robe, and did not kill you, know and see that there is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it.”

a. Matthew 24:10 NKJV states, “And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.”
b. David was trying to prove to Saul that he was trustworthy and meant him no harm.  
c. Even in the midst of Saul trying to kill David, David had a desire to prove his heart to him.  
Question 1: What lengths have you’ve gone to prove your heart to someone and what was the outcome? 

1. Where are the Fathers?
a. Malachi 4:6 NKJV states, “And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”
b. There are many individuals who are craving the leadership of fathers.
c. Not unlike Saul, many leaders in our homes, corporations, and churches are more concerned with their goals than with their offspring.  (pg. 40)
d. Because of this attitude, these leaders view God’s people as resources to serve their vision instead of seeing the vision as the vehicle to serve the people.  (pg. 40)







2. Who Will Avenge Me?
a. I Samuel 26:9

i. Romans 12:19 NKJV states, “Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.” (Deut 32:35)

ii. Proverbs 6:16

1. When we repeat something with the intention of separating or damaging relationships or reputations—even though it is true—it is still an affront to God. (pg. 43)

3. Declarations
a. I refuse to allow the enemy to cause me to seek revenge against those who have wronged me.  I will not raise my hand against the Lord’s anointed or seek to avenge myself.  I will leave justice to You.  
b. Through Your power, O Lord, I will refuse to attack my enemies with my tongue, for I will never forget that both death and life are in the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21)
c. I will never seek to sow discord or separation between myself and my Christian brothers and sisters, for it is an abomination to my Lord.  




4. Chapter 4 Takeaways
a. We have a strong desire to be accepted by fathers/leaders.
b. David recognized that Saul was anointed by God.
c. Vengeance is the Lords and there is a purpose in waiting for Him to perform His vengeance. 
d. We are to pray for our leaders and not tear them down with the words from our mouths.  
e. God’s way of dealing with offense/betrayal/hate is much more effective than our way of dealing with the situation(s).  

