OCCUPY: The Lighthouse Eliminates the Excuses
The Lighthouse: surviving the storm so others can find the shore and occupy without excuse were two powerful messages with one common goal: bringing people into their purpose regardless of distraction, difficulties, or discouragement. The lighthouse is in the same storm that you and I may currently find ourselves in. The difference is in purpose and position. The purpose of the lighthouse is to give direction, and its position indicates steady ground. Even in our storms, God provides a lighthouse, so there is an expectation to progress through the storm. We no longer have an excuse because failure is no longer an option! We are to do business until He arrives! We have been equipped, empowered, and encouraged to occupy, without excuse!

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 NKJV states, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ. Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.” 
LWP: Your storm is not your identity, but your survival can become someone else's signal (Sometimes what you go through can benefit someone else)
· Pressure: God can develop light in dark places - Pressure does not mean you are being destroyed; sometimes pressure means you are being developed to carry light in dark places. 
· Pressure does not mean you’re being destroyed, but you’re being developed. 
· Position: God anchors what the storm cannot move - Position is the grace to remain anchored where God has placed you, even when the storm tries to move you. God meets us in pressure and restores our position. 
· Purpose: God turns survival into s signal for somebody else - Purpose turns your survival into a signal for somebody else. 
Question: Who are you during this season?
Colossians 3:1-4 (KJV).  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

· You can’t fully occupy while holding on to excuses!

Identity in Christ and Grow in Spiritual Maturity “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”
· Maintaining a spiritual perspective
· Walking confidently in their identity in Christ
· Speaking life into the next generation
· Contributing instead of criticizing
· Healing from what life has done so they can fully function in what God has called them to do
Question: Are you ready or are you resistant?
Criticism without contribution!
· When you hear this statement, what does it mean to you?
I. Introduction
a. There are many people physically alive but spiritually injured.
     Life has worn them down.
     Church hurt has bruised them.
     Disappointment has exhausted them.
     Criticism has hardened them.
b. And because they are wounded, they have become resistant instead of ready.

c. You cannot occupy what God has given while remaining committed to your excuses.
1. There is a generation waiting for healed leadership.
2. There are gifts waiting for mature guidance.
3. There are voices waiting for wisdom.
d. Are you ready, or are you resistant?


III. Concluding statement
a. The question today is not whether they are gifted. The question is, will we help guide the gift? Will you speak life? Will we show up? Will we heal? Because there is a generation waiting on spiritually healthy people to model what Kingdom living looks like.
b. Action: The sign-up to support our youth and build our youth ministry is in the back.
In closing, God is calling the church into Occupational Therapy 2.0.  Healing what life has done…
So we can occupy what God has given.  And when we heal:
· Families heal
· Generations heal
· Ministries heal
· Communities heal
Occupy Without Excuse

Life Work Application: God cannot trust us to occupy new territory if we continue to speak against the gifts, generations, and assignments He has already placed among us.
Believers must stop making excuses, stop resisting growth, and start occupying their God-given assignment by:
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Virtual Message: The Lighthouse – Surviving the Storm so Others Can Find the Shore (Bishop Tim)
In-Person Message: Occupy Without Excuses (Elder Shirley B.)
