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NORTHSHORE’S COMPELLING STATEMENT: Hope changes everything.

BACKGROUND

Nicodemus correctly concluded that Jesus comes from God because of the miracles He 
performed. For this reason, Jesus revealed to Nicodemus that we are saved by being born 
again (John 3:3) In addition to one’s physical birth, one must be spiritually transformed 
by the Holy Spirit, based on Christ’s redemptive work. The transformation affects one’s 
desires, will, and acts, such that a new person is effectively born. It is possible to be 
born again because God so loved the world (v. 16). Our salvation begins with the care and 
concern of God, and is accomplished in that he gave his only Son (v. 16). His promise is 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life (v. 16). Fellowship with God 
and others who are beloved of God is eternal life. Our salvation begins with God’s love, 
is accomplished in Christ’s sacrifice, and received by the transforming work of the Spirit.

This salvation is the only hope for humanity since whoever does not believe is condemned 
already (v. 18). Those who reject the Son of God, reject God. And in choosing to reject God 
they reject eternal life with Him. Jesus is the light of God, illuminating the world. Many, 
however, hide from the light so that their evil intentions and deeds will remain unexposed. 
Our re-birth involves confession of sin, which is the first step of repentance; that is, turning 
from our old life to our new, God-pleasing life, secured by Christ, and empowered by the 
Spirit. Those who refuse to confess their sin, preferring to continue practicing things that 
are displeasing to their Creator, remain in darkness. In other words, true righteousness is 
only possible in Christ. There is no one who is worthy of salvation on their own, apart from 
Him. We are sinners from birth, and we practice sin until the light of Christ shines on us 
and the Spirit transforms us.

ICE BREAKER: What activities are better when it is night?

REVIEW
What was meaningful from the above context or the sermon from last Sunday?



HEAD LEVEL: These questions help us to examine what the Word tells us.

1. What are the earthly and heavenly things Jesus is referring to in verse 12?

2. What is the story of the serpent in the wilderness (v. 14), and what connections can 
be made to Jesus? (See Numbers 21:4-9.)

3. Why does the world reject Jesus according to verses 19-20?

DEEPER DISCOVERY

What is the Holy Spirit’s role in salvation? 
(Read John 3:5-6, Titus 3:4-7, John 16:8-11.)

KEY VERSE: John 3:17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.

READ: John 3:1-21

HEART LEVEL: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

1. What does it mean to be born again? And to be born of water and the Spirit  
(vv. 3 & 5)?

2. Why was Nicodemus, who was a prominent teacher of Israel (v. 9), confused about 
what Jesus was telling him? Should he have understood what Jesus was saying?

3. Why would someone want to stay in the darkness, when they see a glimpse of 
the light? How can this be overcome?



Next Week’s Life Group: Welcome to Northshore - Statement of Faith: Sanctification, 
the Church, the Gifts

PRAYER REQUESTS  
(Please remember that these requests are confidential and need to stay within the group.)

MEMORY VERSE: John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

HANDS LEVEL: These questions help us commit to a next step and live it out in our everyday lives.

1. How does this passage shape your perspective of God’s salvation?
2. Who are you praying for to come out of the darkness and into God’s light?
3. How can we bring light into a dark world?


