
WEEK 1 • SEPT 10



NORTHSHORE’S COMPELLING STATEMENT: Hope changes everything.

BACKGROUND

Just before this passage begins, the Pharisees had tested Jesus by asking Him to show 
them a sign from heaven (Matthew 16:1). Jesus denied their request and would only give 
them the sign of Jonah, which was His resurrection. This sign would be a testimony of 
Jesus’ identity as the Christ. After this incident, Jesus warned His disciples of “. . . the leaven 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees” (v. 6 & 11b), which was the Pharisees’ teaching. It was full of 
man-made traditions and misunderstandings of God’s Word, including their wrong ideas 
of who Jesus was.

Verse 13 begins with Jesus and His disciples arriving at Caesarea Philippi. This is where 
Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (v. 13) They answered 
with many different prophets, each with their own defining characteristics: preaching of 
repentance and the kingdom of God, pronouncing the coming judgment of unrepentant 
people, and performing all kinds of miracles. But when Jesus asked the disciples who they 
thought He was, Peter confessed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16).

Jesus’ response to Peter’s confession pierced through the depths of pagan worship that 
filled the area of Caesarea Philippi. The city was a center for idol worship with one temple 
to the false god Pan and another to Augustus Caesar. In this area, there was a cave opening 
with a spring flowing from it where the people would offer sacrifices to Pan, which was 
previously named by the Greeks as the “Gates of Hades”. In this context, Jesus declared 
that “. . . the gates of hell shall not prevail against” (v. 18) His church. The inanimate idols and 
false gods of the world could not withstand the church built by “the Son of the living God” 
(v. 16b), and death could not even stop Him or His people. Following this passage, Jesus 
continues to explain to His disciples how He must be killed and raised to life (v. 21), living 
out His role as the Christ, and establishing His church.

ICE BREAKER: Did you have the opportunity to visit a different church this summer? 
How were you blessed by this?

REVIEW
What was meaningful from the above context or the sermon from last Sunday?



HEAD LEVEL: These questions help us to examine what the Word tells us.

1. From the context, describe the religious climate of Caesarea Philippi. What sorts 
of things would the disciples have observed there?

2. From the passage, what were some of the opinions people were giving to explain 
who Jesus was?

3. Speaking for the twelve disciples, who did Peter say Jesus was? Who revealed 
this truth to Peter?

4. What did Jesus say He was going to do with this bedrock, foundational truth?

DEEPER DISCOVERY

• From the passages below, what are some outward characteristics of the church, 
the body of Christ?

 > Romans 12:4-13
 > Acts 4:32-37

KEY VERSE: Ephesians 4:1-3
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

READ: Matthew 16:13-20

HEART LEVEL: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

1. Optional: Who do you say Jesus is?

2. How do you explain the fact that two groups of people (disciples & others), 
exposed to essentially the same evidence, came to opposite conclusions about 
Jesus?

3. Why do followers of Jesus gather together as the Church?



Next Week’s Life Group: Welcome to Northshore (John 15:1-17)

PRAYER REQUESTS 
(Please remember that these requests are confidential and need to stay within the group.)

MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 16:16
Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

HANDS LEVEL: These questions help us commit to a next step and live it out in our everyday lives.

1. Describe your role in your church family.
2. What is your favorite aspect of being part of Christ’s family?


