
WEEK 4 • JAN 29



NORTHSHORE’S COMPELLING STATEMENT: Hope changes everything.

ICE BREAKER: What is one skill or activity from childhood you wish you could do now?

BACKGROUND
We open chapter 16 finding Samuel grieving over God’s rejection of Saul as king. God 
snaps Samuel out of his depression by telling him He has chosen another King for Israel 
and to go and anoint the next future king. God tells Samuel to fill your horn with oil and go 
(1 Samuel 16:1). This must have excited Samuel and gotten him out of his depression over 
Saul. Saul was the people’s choice for King, but this time it was God’s choice for King! 
Hallelujah!! 

Bethlehem was a small town not far from Jerusalem. It was the home of Boaz and Ruth, 
from whom Jesse and his sons were descended. Bethlehem was a hilly, grain-growing 
region with many small grain fields carved into the hillsides. Samuel came to town and 
assured the elders he had come in peace. He invited the elders along with Jesse and 
his family to the sacrifice. In order to participate in the sacrifice the participants had to 
perform the purification rite. It was during this time as Samuel was preparing Jesse and 
his sons, that Samuel had them come before him to see which one God would choose to 
be the future king.

After being shown the seven sons of Jesse, Samuel was surprised God didn’t choose 
any of them. Jesse then revealed he had an eighth son, David, who was shepherding the 
sheep. Samuel had them bring David to him. God confirmed for Samuel that David was to 
be anointed as the future King of Israel. Samuel then anointed David, who was between 
10-15 years old. After being anointed, yet still a youth, David found himself serving King 
Saul. This started God’s training ground for David to learn how to become a King himself.

REVIEW
What was meaningful from the above context or the sermon from last Sunday?



HEAD LEVEL: These questions help us to examine what the Word tells us.

1. What was Samuel afraid would happen if he obeyed the Lord’s command? What 
accompanying reason for the journey did God put in place so as not to attract 
Saul’s attention?

2. The Bible has multiple examples of people who were uncertain about what God 
had asked them to do. What do the following examples teach us about God’s 
concern for the fearful?

a. Moses (Exodus 4:15b)
b. Gideon (Judges 6:14-16)
c. The 12 disciples (Luke 12:11-12)
d. Ananias (Acts 9:11-15)

3. Who did Samuel invite to the sacrifice? What did they have to do to prepare 
themselves for worship?

4. When Samuel anointed David as Israel’s king, how did God confirm the action?

KEY VERSE: 1 Samuel 16:7
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance but the Lord looks at the heart.”

READ: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

HEART LEVEL: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

1. How do people judge others differently than God does?  What are some traits, 
other than physical appearance, by which people are judged?

2. Like Jesse’s seven older sons, have you felt set aside while someone you thought 
was less qualified was chosen? Does God play favorites among the faithful? 
Explain.



HANDS LEVEL: These questions help us commit to a next step and live it out in our everyday lives.

1. David did not become king immediately after his anointing. Are you waiting for 
a promise from God to be fulfilled? What sort preparatory things does God have 
you doing in the meantime?

2. How do you recognize God’s confirmation of His plans in your life? How do you 
confirm His “yes” or His “no”?

Next Week’s Life Group: The Life of David (1 Samuel 16:14-23)

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 16:7b
“. . . For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart.”

PRAYER REQUESTS  
(Please remember that these requests are confidential and need to stay within the group.)


