
WEEK 3 • JAN 22



NORTHSHORE’S COMPELLING STATEMENT: Hope changes everything.

ICE BREAKER: When were you put in charge of something you didn’t want to be in charge of?

BACKGROUND
As we have seen in our previous lessons, the time of the judges was a time of waywardness 
for the tribes of Israel and of corruption within the priesthood. Samuel was a faithful 
judge and priest, but when he appointed his own sons, Abijah and Joel, to be judges 
after him, they proved themselves to be particularly devious. The loosely united tribes of 
Israel responded by demanding a king so they could be governed like the nations that 
surrounded them. They failed to accept that they had a king in Yahweh, who was present 
with them in the Tabernacle. God acceded to their demand and instructed Samuel to 
anoint a king. Samuel obliged but not before sternly warning the people that God would 
refuse to hear their pleas when their king abused them. Despite the warning, the people 
insisted on having a king.

Kish, a Benjamite, sent his son Saul to recover some lost donkeys. Along the way, Saul 
sought out Samuel. Samuel hosted a banquet for Saul and identified him as the man 
selected by God, telling Saul that he would lead Israel against the Philistines. The next day, 
he anointed Saul as king and revealed that he would encounter many signs confirming 
his kingship on the journey home. As Saul was journeying, the signs were completed and 
the Spirit of God transformed him into another man (1 Samuel 10:6). Afterwards, Samuel 
rebuked the people at Mizpah for their rejection of Yahweh, but introduced Saul as their 
king. Many rejoiced, although his kingship was not universally accepted.

Saul’s reign as the first king of Israel began around 1050 BC. His reign would be marked 
by constant warfare with the Philistines and other foreign enemies. He ruled Israel from his 
hometown of Gibeah, just north of Jerusalem. Excavations at Tell el-Ful, believed to be the 
present-day location of Gibeah, revealed an Iron Age fortification. Scholars believe Saul 
established the fortress, which was later reinforced by David. The subsequent kingships 
of David and Solomon enjoy ever-increasing archaeological support, which fills in the 
historical context against which the Biblical accounts are set.

REVIEW
What was meaningful from the above context or the sermon from last Sunday?



HEAD LEVEL: These questions help us to examine what the Word tells us.

1. Why did Israel want a king?
2. How did God use the unfortunate loss of Kish’s donkeys for the good of His will  

(1 Samuel 9:3,15-17)?
3. What were Saul’s qualifying attributes for kingship (1 Samuel 9:1-2,21)?
4. What were some of the signs God gave to confirm His plan for Saul and Samuel  

(1 Samuel 9:3-8)?

KEY VERSE: 1 Samuel 8:7
And the Lord said to Samuel, “listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say 
to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.”

READ: 1 Samuel 8-10

HEART LEVEL: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

1. In what ways have you experienced fear of personal rejection when sharing the 
Gospel (1 Samuel 8:6-7)?

2. How have you experienced God use a seemingly unfortunate circumstance for 
good?

3. How can you relate to the Israelites in their desire for a human king while God is 
here waiting for you to accept Him as the one true king?



HANDS LEVEL: These questions help us commit to a next step and live it out in our everyday lives.

1. How can we better respond to tough situations knowing the nature of God’s will?
2. What methods can we use to confirm a plan presented to us is from God rather 

than a less trustworthy source?
3. What, in your life, do you need to surrender to God, trusting His plan?

Next Week’s Life Group: The Life of David (1 Samuel 16:1-13)

MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 9:10
And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord have not forsaken those 
who seek you.

PRAYER REQUESTS  
(Please remember that these requests are confidential and need to stay within the group.)


