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CONNECT - Getting to know one another 
Question 1: Do you have long-term friends who have helped you in your Christian walk? 

How would you describe that friendship? 

Question 2: Imagine yourself at the end of your life. Who would you long to have at your 
side and why? What makes them so special? 

EQUIP - Understanding God’s word 

Question 3: Paul requests that Timothy comes quickly. Why do you think Paul is so 
anxious to have Timothy come to him? 

Question 4: Mark and Paul had a difficult relationship at times (Acts 13:33, 15:36-41) but 
he asks for Mark, saying that he is helpful in his ministry. What does that 
teach us about relationships? 

Question 5: Paul was a Jewish scholar who undoubtably had huge sections of Scripture 
memorized, but he asked for his scrolls and parchments. Why do you think 
he wanted them? 

Question 6: What do you think compelled Demas to abandon Paul? How do you 
interpret the phrase “loved this world” and its connection to Demas’s 
behavior? 

Question 7: How can we avoid the pitfall Demas fell into (1 John 2:15-17)? 

Question 8: Paul teaches us that love is kind and keeps no record of wrongs (1 Cor 13), 
yet he writes harsh words about Alexander. Why might that have been 
justified? 

Question 9: Why was Paul's response to those who deserted him (v 16) so different from 
his response to Alexander? 

Question 10: Why do you think Paul was deserted at his first defense (the preliminary 
hearing) before the Roman authorities? 

Question 11: What was Paul’s response when he was deserted by his friends? Do you 
think you could forgive like Paul did? 

Question 12: Describe in your own words what Paul experienced in verse 17. What was his 
goal? What was the outcome? How might Paul’s experience be a model for 
how we choose to respond in a tense situation? 



 
 

Question 13: What was the outcome of the Lord giving Paul strength? Is his message still 
reaching others? 

Question 14: Paul eventually dies a martyr’s death. What do you think he is referring to 
when he used the word “rescue” in verse 18? How does Paul’s perspective 
speak to us and our walk with Christ as we face various trials? 

DISCIPLESHIP – Becoming and doing 

Question 15:  How can we be or become the kind of people others can depend on? 

Question 16:  What are some ways you can let go of the world’s enticements and make 
God’s values your own? 

Question 17:  Reflect on the circumstances of Paul’s closing statement of faith and praise 
in verse 18. In a similar circumstance would you be able to express what he 
did? If not, what are some ways you could grow your faith to be able to deal 
with a similar situation? 


