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Norman Rockwell is well known for his paintings that depict classic americana scenes. For almost 50 years Rockwell’s paintings were featured in the Saturday Evening Post. [Show Picture] This is one of his most well-known paintings called “Freedom From Want”. 
Do you notice how perfect everything is? The tablecloth is completely white (no stains or spills). The turkey is perfectly browned. The celery is fresh. Everyone is smiling. I’ve admired Rockwell’s work for years, but I haven’t experienced a Thanksgiving like the one in this picture. My Thanksgiving often includes stressed family members, fussy children, and spilled food. I enjoy Thanksgiving, don’t get me wrong, but it doesn’t look like this.
Good art can make you nostalgic for a time or experience you’ve never known. That’s how I felt studying Psalm 8 this week. If you have your Bible this morning, go ahead and turn there, as we take a journey of wonder, longing, and worship.
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith.  A Psalm of David.
8 O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.		This is the word of the Lord…
This is the first Psalm of praise in the Psalter. It’s a musical conversation with God where wonder leads to worship. David lived in a time and place where many different gods were worshiped, but this isn’t a song sung to any God. It’s a hymn of worship to the Lord. This is the covenant name for God, “I AM” – the personal name he gave to Moses. And this God is in relationship with his people. He isn’t just “the Lord”, he is their Lord.
The Psalmist begins by saying that God’s name is majestic. He is wonderful. He is excellent. His clout covers heaven and earth. His glory is not restricted to David’s nation, the nation of Israel. His power permeates the whole universe. 
But what is it about the Lord, in this Psalm, that moves the Psalmist to worship? He begins sharing in verse 2; 
2     Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
    to still the enemy and the avenger. 
The presence of enemies is a reoccurring theme in the book of Psalms. David and his people were consistently under threat from the nations around them. They needed protection from others who wanted to harm them. The Israelites looked to the Lord for their protection. But how does the Lord protect them? The Psalmist says something curious here. He says that the Lord establishes strength from the mouth of babies and infants.
This is so strange, because when babies are born, they can’t talk. They can only cry. And even when they start to talk, they mispronounce everything. They are not articulate. I’m not going to send a baby into a peace negotiation. 
Babies aren’t strong. A newborn can’t stand up or even hold up their own head. Babies are not powerful. (Okay, Jack Jack from The Incredibles is an exception.) But real babies are completely dependent. We have some great people on our security team, but we don’t recruit from the nursery! We don’t normally associate babies with strength, but that is exactly what the Psalmist does. What’s going on here?
The Hebrew in this verse is a bit challenging, but here’s what I think is going on. There is a massive contrast between the Lord’s glory filling the universe, and an infant laying in a cradle. God’s use of infants shows that deliverance comes from him, not from human strength. The Lord doesn’t need nuclear weapons to defeat his enemies; he can do it with the voice of a baby! 
This verse shows us that babies matter to God. Because God chooses to work through them, they have great dignity. They may be weak, but they are immensely valuable. We see the love God has for kids in the Gospels when Jesus invites the children to come to him and blesses them. Jesus also references this very Psalm in in Matthew 21:16, when the children praise him in the temple.
Raising kids can be exhausting, but mom and dad, the work you do is incredibly important. When you are worn thin, remember how God feels about your babies. He loves them, and he will use them to do great things. In God’s hands, the coos of an infant are more powerful than all the forces of evil. Scholar Derek Kidner puts it this way; “His praise is chanted on high, yet acceptably echoed from the cradle and the nursery.” 
This verse should also humble us. All of us are weak and needy. It’s not just the babies. An infant can’t save itself, and neither can we. Our hope is not in our strength, or our abilities. Our hope in the God we worship. We are all in the nursery, but God wants us to be on his security team. 1 Corinthians 1:27 puts it this way; “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong”
If you feel weak and helpless, you fit the job description. Your prayers may be no better than a babbling baby, but that doesn’t matter, because the one who hears your prayers is greater than you!  He uses our weak, trembling voices to accomplish great things. In God’s providence, our worship sets in motion the eternal defeat of evil.
This psalm reminds us that our prayers and praise are not useless, they are the first notes of final victory. He will come to our rescue. It might not be on our timetable, but he will show up for us. When we feel hopeless, when we think there is nothing, we can do to stop the evil in our world, we need to remember that God works through our worship. We don’t need to consume more content; we need to turn off the news and talk to our God. David understands his humble position before God, and he continues to reflect in verse 3;
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is man that you are mindful of him,
    and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
    and crowned him with glory and honor.
Recently, we have had some wonderful opportunities to see the Northern Lights.  [Show Picture] Here is a picture I took last year up in Traverse City. As the sunset faded away, the aurora started to dance over Lake Michigan. It was such a beautiful sight. 
When you spend time outdoors, you come face to face with your limits. You see beauty you didn’t create and storms you can’t stop. You see things that existed long before you did, and that will exist long after you are gone. It’s difficult to step outside and not feel small.
That feeling of smallness is actually a gift from God because it moves us into awe and gratitude. That’s what is happening here in Psalm 8. David sees the moon and the stars that God has made, and he can’t help but wonder; Why would a God as great as you care about us? We are so tiny compared to the stars. And yet, the God who set the stars in place, thinks about us.
How many of you have ever written a letter to the President? (Maybe you had to for school). Well, the truth is, the president rarely sees the letters people write. You might get a reply, but it’s usually from an intern with a form letter. The president is too busy to read them all.
Because many of us have been ignored by important people, it’s easy we think that God might treat us this way. But that’s not how he works. He remembers the people he made. He stands ready to care for us. He doesn’t leave our concerns to the interns. He doesn’t make us wait on hold. He stops the cabinet meeting to take a call from his child. 
Now, David is under no illusion that God thinks about him because David is so wonderful and David has so much to offer. He knows how unimportant he is. And this correct understanding of himself leads him to gratitude and worship. He is in awe of God’s greatness and kindness to him.
If you lack the desire to worship the Lord, there is a good chance you misunderstand yourself, and misunderstand your Creator. Pride is only possible when our reality is distorted. And the stars can remind us about what is real. As David says in Psalm 19, “the heavens declare the glory of God”. When you are tempted to trust in your own strength, get away from all this light pollution, and let the stars take a wrecking ball to your pride.
The Psalmist marvels at the bigness of God, and at the way God honors humanity. He says; “...you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.”  We are not God. We don’t reign in the court of heaven, and yet, we have been lifted up. We are as helpless as infants but we are given a position of great honor in the world God has made. We have been fitted with a crown so weighty; we can barely lift their heads. What does that look like? Our Psalm continues in verse 6;
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
    you have put all things under his feet,
7 all sheep and oxen,
    and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
When we listen closely to this Psalm, we can hear the echos of Genesis. What David says here closely reflects what we read in the first two chapters of the Bible. (Even the categories of animals are similar!) In Genesis, Adam and Eve, the first humans, are called to rule. They are appointed as stewards over the world and the other creatures in it. Theologians call this creation mandate. 
The Bible teaches that God has given men and women responsibility over the rest of his Creation. Like a child “playing house” and imitating the role of their parent, we have been given the privilege of “playing God” in this world that he has made. As creatures made “in his image”, We get to exercise authority and be creative in this realm where God has put us. We play in his sandbox.
Now, there’s a big difference between the Bible’s vision of creative responsibility and other modern ideas about how we relate to the world. A Darwinian view might suggest that humans gained control over nature because we are the most highly evolved—we proved ourselves to be the fittest. But the biblical view doesn’t focus on our superiority; it emphasizes God’s gracious gift of responsibility.
A radical environmentalist view might see humanity’s role in the world as completely negative. Some people think that, because of the damage humans have caused, it would be better if we didn’t exist at all. The Bible, however, teaches that when people live according to their Creator’s values, they can actually make the world better. Christians believe that humanity can be a blessing to the other creatures and to this planet. 
But the environmentalists are right about something; the positive vision we hear in Psalm 8 and Genesis 1, is not what we see around us. We have authority, but things are not going so well. There is something broken about how humans relate to the world. Scripture gives us a two-part diagnosis for this problem. 1. There is something wrong with us. 2. There is something wrong with the world.
Sadly, it didn’t take long for people to botch their role as creative stewards in God’s world. In Genesis 3 we read that the first humans rebelled against their Creator. And in doing so, they unleashed a corruption called sin into the world. The Apostle Paul describes the results of sin like this; “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man [Adam], and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” – Romans 5:12 
No longer do we carefully steward the resources God has given us, we selfishly exploit them. And death is the ultimate end for this sin – death for us, and needless death in the world around us. Scholar Bruce Waltke puts it this way; “The greedy appetite of fallen humanity extinguishes species, and the gift has “withered in his selfish hand.” Like Babel’s builders, we use our creativity to exalt ourselves instead of our Maker. And in selfishness we run over everything that gets in our way.
But we are not merely the abusers of this planet; we are also its victims. Disease breaks out. Natural disasters strike. And overall, things are just more difficult than they need to be. We see the first example of this in Genesis 3 when The Lord warns Adam that thorns and thistles would frustrate his farming efforts. Because of the corruption of sin, harmony is gone. It’s every organism for itself. Years ago, Alfred Lord Tennyson described nature’s violent dysfunction in this way; 
Tho' Nature, red in tooth and claw
With ravine, shriek'd against his creed —
No more? A monster then, a dream,
A discord. Dragons of the prime,
That tare each other in their slime,
The beasts rip each other to shreds, and they defy our dominion. How many of you have ever been to a rodeo? It’s really difficult to stay on a bull, even for a few seconds! Creation stubbornly resists our rule. Sin started with us, but it polluted the rest of God’s world. And as Romans 8 says, all creation now groans for rescue. Something is wrong with the world, and something is wrong with us.
Psalm 8 is a beautiful hymn of praise to the Lord. If we allow, it will awaken a sense of awe and wonder in us. It shows us a Supreme Creator who cares about the welfare of humanity, a big God who generously gives people the opportunity to rule over the rest of his creation. But for those of us who live in this broken world, it also awakens a longing, a desire for something that we don’t experience. 
Over thousands of years, we have seen that humanity is both self-destructive and damaging to the world around us. Why can’t any of us seem to get this right? Well, Scripture tells us that there is someone who got it right. 
Psalm 8 is quoted in the book of Hebrews, and then the author explains; “Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.” – Hebrews 2:8-9
On our own, we could never fully experience the beauty of Psalm 8, but Jesus makes it possible. He stepped down from the court of heaven to enter our mess and redeem his Creation. He took on a physical body. The Son of God became the Son of Man. The Creator entered his creation. He was one of us, yet he was so much more than us. 
He was the perfect example or responsible rule over creation. When he spoke, nature listened. He walked on water and quieted the stormy sea. Then his followers declared; “Even the wind and the waves obey him.” He caused Peter’s net to overflow with fish. And then at the culmination of his ministry, he rode a donkey into Jerusalem where he would lay down his life.
He took on our physical human weakness and “…humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:8) He tasted death so that we wouldn’t have to experience spiritual death – eternal separation from our Creator. He received what we, in our rebellion, deserved. When he accepted the penalty for our sin, he made our salvation possible. He fixed what was wrong with us, so we could experience the thrilling existance that Psalm 8 describes. 
And you know what? When Jesus returns, he’s also going to fix what’s wrong with the world. Isaiah 65 paints a picture of what life will be like in his eternal kingdom. “The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the Lord.” (Isaiah 65:25) When Jesus renews our world, nature will no longer be “red in tooth and claw.” Disorder, disfunction, and disease will be gone forever.
At Christ Fellowship Church we worship a God who fixes what’s wrong with us, and who fixes what’s wrong with the world. Our Savior Jesus, who is now seated on the throne of heaven says; “Behold, I am making all things new.” (Revelation 21:5) 
Rockwell’s Thanksgiving doesn’t exist, but the world of Psalm 8 will exist when Jesus returns to make everything right. If you don’t know him yet, we want you to know him. Just ask one of the Christians around you to tell you more about Jesus.
The Psalmist ends in the same place he began, by declaring; 
9 O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
The God who made us, appointed us to rule, and fixed what we could not—his name is truly worthy of praise. 		Let’s pray.
