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[bookmark: OLE_LINK16]Faith After the Funeral: The Job Journey
Worship in Shock (Job 1:1-2:10 NRSV)
by Rev. Dr. Alf Halvorson

[bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Job 1–2:10 invites us into one of faith’s hardest questions: What happens to our trust in God after devastating loss? Job does not offer quick explanations or easy answers. Instead, he shows us a faithful posture in the first hours and days of grief: honest lament, refusal of shallow answers, and continued turning toward God. This study explores what it means to “worship in shock”—not because suffering makes sense, but because God remains present, sovereign, and ultimately revealed in Jesus, the innocent sufferer who enters our grief to redeem it.
1. I asked in the message, “What happens to faith after the funeral?” How have you seen suffering test, deepen, destroy, or reshape faith?
2. Job tears his robe, shaves his head, falls to the ground, and worships. What does this teach us about the relationship between grief and worship? Why might it matter that Job grieves honestly before he worships? What happens when we try to have one without the other? 
3. The message says, “Job doesn’t worship instead of grieving; he worships as a grieving person.” Why is that distinction important?
4. In Job 1–2, we are shown that Job’s suffering is not punishment for his mistakes or sin. Why do people often assume suffering must be tied to something they did wrong? When have you seen suffering come through sins or circumstances outside a person’s control?
5. [bookmark: OLE_LINK18]In my message, I encouraged compassion toward Job’s wife because she, too, has suffered devastating loss. How can we be gentler with people who speak out of pain, anger, or despair? How does compassion help us understand someone’s behavior without excusing it?  
6. When life feels unjust or confusing, what are some ways people may turn away from God for comfort, wisdom, or help? What might it look like to return to Him?
7. How does Jesus, the truly innocent sufferer, change the way we understand God’s presence and provision in suffering?


