Sermon Notes 
Sunday, May 10, 2026
[bookmark: OLE_LINK16]When Death Died, Part 4
1 Corinthians 15:29-34 NRSV
by Pastor Alf Halvorson

[bookmark: OLE_LINK36]Use the questions below to reflect personally and to encourage honest conversation as a group. You don’t need to answer every question, choose a few that fit your time. As you discuss, notice where Paul challenges our assumptions, where the culture pressures our thinking, and where the promise of Christ’s resurrection offers comfort and courage for real life.

1. Where have you been surprised by the idea that following Jesus can include suffering or social pressure? What does “a cross before the crown” look like in your life right now?

1. Paul warns that “bad company ruins good morals.” What voices (people, media, workplace norms, friend groups, habits) most shape the way you think about faith, death, and the future? What helps you “sober up” spiritually?

1. In 1 Corinthians 15:29, what do you think is the best explanation for “baptized for the dead” among the options presented? Why might Paul mention it without fully endorsing it?

1. What does the resurrection change about how we face loss, fear, or uncertainty? Where do you most need the hope of resurrection to move from theory into practice?

1. In the story about Marty, what part stood out to you most: his question about treatment, his concern for his family, or the John 14 promise? Why?

1. What would it look like for you to “trust Christ with that today”—specifically (a decision, a fear, a relationship, a grief, or a situation you can name)?


