Sermon Notes for “The Hall of Fame of Faith & Faithfulness” 
Hebrews 12:25-29
By Rev. Dr. Alf Halvorson

This is the final in our fourteen-week series on faith & faithfulness from Hebrews chapters eleven and twelve. Just like Jesus finished his Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7 with a parable about putting His words into practice so that the hearers could be like houses built on a foundation of stone instead of sand, here the author describes the lives of those who refuse to listen to the Word as opposed to those who listen/do. He says the Word shakes us to our foundations, and only those who build on the foundation of God’s Word are truly unshakeable. 

1. Have you ever thought something in your life was solid, only to have something happen to reveal that it was not? Perhaps there was a tornado or earthquake or hurricane that revealed that some foundations are not as secure as we thought they were. 


2. Compare Hebrews 12:25-29 to Matthew 7:24-29. How are they similar and different? 


3. Read Hebrews 12:25-27. In what ways did people (including Moses) not live up to the Word of God that Moses delivered? In what ways have people (including us) not lived up to the Word of God that Jesus delivered? 

4. How might we be shaken by not following through with the clear teaching of Scripture? Offer examples from the lives of others and from your own life.

5. Read Heb. 12:28-29. What does it mean that God’s kingdom is unshakeable? How is that supposed to offer followers of Jesus peace, calm, and hope? 

6. From Heb. 12:29, why add at the end that God is a consuming (or devouring) fire? Why bring in the image of purifying as opposed to the previous image of shaking? Read Haggai 2:6-9 & Malachi 3:2-4 for context and further consideration. 

7. What has been your biggest takeaway from this series of Hebrews 11-12? How have the words comforted you, inspired you, perhaps concerned you, and in the end challenged you? What is the next step regarding your trust in and following of Jesus? What does faithfulness look like to you from these chapters? Read Heb. 11:1-7 again from week one. How might your ‘faith’ this next week please God? 
