
Sent by Love—Part 1 
 A Study of Acts 1-14 

What’s Included 
For each passage in Sent by Love—Part 1: A Study of Acts 1-14, you will find the 
following, formed according to the broad overview of Acts 1-14 below:


I. Preparation for Witness, Acts 1:1-26 (“thesis statement” in 1:8) 
II. The Spirit Empowers for Witness, Acts 2:1-47 (the coming of the Spirit) 
III. Witness in Jerusalem, Acts 3:1—8:1a (Peter & John; Stephen’s martyrdom) 
IV. Witness Beyond Jerusalem, Acts 8:1b—9:31 (Philip & Ethiopian; Saul/Paul) 
V. Witness Among the Gentiles, Acts 9:32—12:25 (Peter & Cornelius) 
VI. Witness Through Paul’s 1st Journey, Acts 13:1—14:28 (Antioch of Pisidia) 

- Outlines for each passage to help you understand their meaning and flow, designed 
to be enhanced and elaborated upon through your personal study and preparation


- Teaching helps embedded within these outlines to guide you as you teach classes or 
facilitate groups


- Questions for each passage to assist you with enabling class and group discussion


Commentaries 
Teacher-friendly commentaries for Sent by Love—Part 1: A Study of Acts 1-14, include:

- Acts: Cornerstone Bible Commentary by William Larkin

- Acts: NIV Application Commentary by Ajith Fernando

- Acts: St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary by R. C. Sproul 
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Acts 1:1-2, “Introduction to Acts” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 1:1-2. [5 minutes] 
2. Discuss the “Sent by Love: A Study of Acts, Part 1” basics. [5 minutes] 
3. Share information about the author of Acts and its initial reader. [5 minutes] 

- Talk about who Luke is and why he is an especially apt communicator of the 
church’s witness and growth 


- Talk about who Theophilus is and why he is an especially apt recipient of 
Luke’s communication


4. Review this basic overview of this study; as you do so, highlight briefly some or 
all of the significant events noted. [15 minutes] 

I. Preparation for Witness, Acts 1:1-26 (“thesis statement” in 1:8) 
II. The Spirit Empowers for Witness, Acts 2:1-47 (the coming of the Spirit) 
III. Witness in Jerusalem, Acts 3:1—8:1a (Peter & John; Stephen’s martyrdom) 
IV. Witness Beyond Jerusalem, Acts 8:1b—9:31 (Philip & Ethiopian; Saul/Paul) 
V. Witness Among the Gentiles, Acts 9:32—12:25 (Peter & Cornelius) 
VI. Witness Through Paul’s 1st Journey, Acts 13:1—14:28 (Antioch of Pisidia) 

5. Read the statement below and discuss the focus on witness. [15 minutes]  
- “The Book of Acts is more than first-century church history; it is a narrative 

about the Triune God on an unstoppable mission to the ends of the earth… 
The momentum of Acts is ever outward, not only geographically, as promised 
in Jesus’ final words (1:8), but also ethnically—from Jews to Samaritans to 
God fearers to pagan Gentiles. And that momentum extends beyond the 
book’s last verse, as it draws us, the evangelized, into the company of those 
on mission, who also evangelize boldly” (William Larkin, Cornerstone Biblical 
Commentary, 351).


- How is Acts more than history? How are we included in its “momentum”?

- What keeps most of us from being bold witnesses like the early Christians? 

How can we be transformed into those who “evangelize boldly”?

- What are examples of the witness to Jesus Christ we may communicate with 

others by word and deed today?

6. Close in prayer. 
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QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 1:1-2 and discuss the 
following: 

- Who wrote Acts? To whom? What do we learn about Acts from this 
information?


- Theophilus means “lover of God.” What does this name’s meaning open up 
for you?


- Chapters 1-14 in Acts focus on witness. Use the study outline below and 
review the events mentioned for each point. How do you see this focus on 
witness unfolding? 


I. Preparation for Witness, Acts 1:1-26 (“thesis statement” in 1:8) 
II. The Spirit Empowers for Witness, Acts 2:1-47 (the coming of the Spirit) 
III. Witness in Jerusalem, Acts 3:1—8:1a (Peter & John; Stephen’s 
martyrdom) 
IV. Witness Beyond Jerusalem, Acts 8:1b—9:31 (Philip & Ethiopian; Saul/
Paul) 
V. Witness Among the Gentiles, Acts 9:32—12:25 (Peter & Cornelius) 
VI. Witness Through Paul’s 1st Journey, Acts 13:1—14:28 (Antioch of 
Pisidia) 

- How is Acts more than history? How are we the book’s intended audience 
today?


- What keeps most of us from being bold witnesses like the early Christians? 
How can we be transformed into those who “evangelize boldly”?


- How can we be witnesses today in word and deed? Please be specific.
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Acts 1:1-5, “The Promise of the Holy Spirit” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 1:1-5. [5 minutes] 
2. Remind the class about the connection between Luke and Acts and the 
relationship between Luke and Theophilus. [5 minutes] 
3. Discuss Luke 1:2-3a as Jesus prepares His followers for service with 
appearances and proofs of His resurrection. [10 minutes] 

- Jesus has been with His followers for 3 years, yet more instruction needed. 

- The Resurrection is essential for Christianity; see 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 for 

an explanation by the Apostle Paul

- Why is the Resurrection central to a growing, dynamic Christian faith? What 

happens if we’re not firm on this tenet?

- What is the role of ongoing instruction in our Christian growth? Do we ever 

learn enough? What happens if we stop?

4. Discuss Luke 1:3b as Jesus instructs His followers about the Kingdom of God. 
[10 minutes] 

- In Luke, the reality of the Kingdom of God is a primary message of Jesus

- Examples in Luke: 4:43; 7:28; 9:60; 10:11; 11:20; 12:31; 13:18; 17:21; 22:16

- How would you put into words the gospel message about the Kingdom of 

God?

- How has the Kingdom already come? How has it not yet come? 


5. Discuss the promise of the Holy Spirit in Luke 1:4-5. [15 minutes]  
- Notice Jesus eats with His followers as He teaches, reinforcing His 

resurrected presence

- Jesus instructs them to remain in Jerusalem until the Spirit comes

- Jesus connects His command with John’s prophecy in Luke 3:16

- Why would Jesus tell His followers to remain in Jerusalem, thus not starting 

their worldwide mission, until the Holy Spirit comes upon them? What does 
this say about the Spirit? What does this say about the early Christians? What 
does this say about us? Why are we often reluctant to talk about the Holy 
Spirit?


6. Close in prayer. 
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QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 1:1-5 and discuss the 
following: 

- Jesus gives His followers further instructions. Why? They had been with Him 
for three years. Why do you think they need more guidance? 


- What does the disciples’ need for more instruction say about our need for 
instruction in Christian doctrine and practice? Why are we sometimes hesitant 
to receive it?


- Why would Jesus reinforce the reality that He is risen? What does this state 
about the importance of the Resurrection? Why do many have difficulty with 
the risen Christ?


- Jesus taught His followers about the Kingdom of God during this interim time. 
What does the phrase “Kingdom of God” mean? How would you describe it 
to someone new to the Christian faith? 


- How has the Kingdom already come? How has it not yet come?

- Why would Jesus tell His followers to remain in Jerusalem, thus not starting 

their worldwide mission, until the Holy Spirit comes upon them? What does 
this say about the Spirit? About the early Christians? About us? 


- Why are we often reluctant to talk about the Holy Spirit?


Sent by Love—Part 1: A Study of Acts 1-14, 6



Acts 1:6-11, “The Ascension” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 1:6-11. [5 minutes] 
2. Remind the class about the direction by Jesus to wait in Jerusalem for the 
Spirit’s arrival. [5 minutes] 
3. Discuss the disciples’ continuing inability to grasp the mission of Jesus in Acts 
1:6-7. [5 minutes] 

- Even with more teaching they continue to think of an earthly rule and reign

- Jesus quickly cuts off this line of inquiry (as He does in the Gospel accounts)

- Why do you think the disciples are still so clueless? How have we been 

similarly clueless about Christian faith and practice?

4. Discuss what the Spirit will empower in Acts 1:8. [15 minutes] 

- “A thesis statement accomplishes two things: 1) it alerts the reader to what is 
about to come in the rest of the work, and 2) it gives clues for the work’s 
structure and how it will move from beginning to end. Most commentators 
believe Acts 1:8 serves as the thesis statement for the entire book of Acts, 
preparing its readers for what will be covered in the remainder of the book 
and guiding its readers as to the plot line the book will advance in order to 
carry out its purpose. Acts 1:8’s statement is divided into two sections. First, 
the announcement of the Spirit’s coming and for what purpose He comes: to 
give power for the followers of Jesus to be witnesses. Second, the 
elaboration on where the Christ-followers will be witnesses to the gospel. 
They will begin at home in Jerusalem, then move out to the rest of Judea, 
Samaria, and ‘the ends of the earth.’” (Clay Brown, unpublished manuscript 
on Acts 1, NLT)


- Power is promised with a focused aim: to be witnesses

- The witness will start locally, then move regionally, nationally, and globally

- Why do we need power specifically for being witnesses of God’s love and 

grace in Jesus Christ? Can’t we do it ourselves? What about witness makes it 
completely dependent upon the Holy Spirit?


- How does this ability to bear witness of God’s good news in Jesus reveal 
itself?


- Why is the four-tiered structure of local, regional, national, and global witness 
important? How do we see this witness being made known today? 


5. Discuss the Ascension of Jesus in Acts 1:9-11. [15 minutes]  
- Jesus ascends to the right hand of the Father

- Angels promise Jesus will return in like manner
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- The Ascension reveals four crucial emphases: 1) the coming of the Holy Spirit 
(Jesus said the Spirit would come when He left—John 16:5-11), 2) the divinity 
of Christ (at the Father’s right hand), 3) the humanity of Christ (His resurrected, 
changed body), and 4) the reign and rule of Christ (the new heaven and earth)


- Why does the Ascension receive little emphasis within most of American 
Christianity? What makes it off-putting to us?


- In today’s climate, how are 1) Jesus’ divinity, 2) Jesus’ humanity, and 3) Jesus’ 
reign and rule often deemphasized at best and rejected/denied at worst? Both 
outside Christianity and inside the church? How are all three items absolutely 
necessary for living the Christian life? How do we experience them?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 1:6-11 and discuss the 
following: 

- Why do you think the disciples are still so clueless? Where have we seen 
them this way before? How have we been similarly clueless about Christian 
faith and practice? 


- Why do we need power specifically to be witnesses of God’s love and grace 
in Jesus? What about witness makes it completely dependent upon the Holy 
Spirit?


- How does this power to bear witness of God’s good news in Jesus reveal 
itself? In history? In the church? In your life?


- Bearing witness to the good news of Christ locally, regionally, nationally, and 
globally is important. How do we see this witness today? Where do you fit in 
this plan?


- In today’s climate, how are 1) Jesus’s divinity, 2) Jesus’s humanity, and 3) 
Jesus's reign and rule often thought about? Both outside Christianity and 
inside the church? 


- How are Jesus’s divinity, Jesus’s humanity, and 3) Jesus's reign and rule 
absolutely necessary for living the Christian life? How do you experience all 
three in your Christian walk? 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Acts 1:12-26, “The Next Disciple” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 1:12-26. [5 minutes] 
2. Remind the class where the plot of Acts is so far. [5 minutes] 
3. Discuss who is present, according to Acts 1:12-15. [5 minutes] 

- The disciples who are now apostles are listed, and so are Mary, “several other 
women,” and the brothers of Jesus; the full roster of supporters is 120


- What is it significant about the people mentioned? What is important about 
Mary, the other women, and the brothers of Jesus now being part of the 
team?


4. Discuss Peter (and Luke) telling the story of Judas in Acts 1:15-21. [15 minutes] 
- Peter, as leader of the disciples, expresses his thoughts about Judas

- Luke fills in information for readers, differing significantly from Matthew 

(27:3-10)

- Harmonization of Acts and Matthew: Judas commits suicide by attempting to 

hang himself, and then as rope breaks he falls to his death; field can be 
explained by Jewish leaders purchasing it in Judas’ name.


- How does Peter explain what happened to Judas? What do you think of his 
explanation? How does it help the disciples take their next steps?


- Have you ever had to come to terms with a traumatic death? How did you do 
it? What was helpful, comforting, and encouraging, and what was not?


5. Discuss the selection of Matthias in Acts 1:20-26. [15 minutes]  
- Qualifications for replacement: someone with them the entire time and thus 

knowledgeable and committed

- Two names surface: Matthias and Joseph Barsabbas; fervent prayer follows

- Cast lots: names on stone, placed in container, shaken then turned upside 

down

- Matthias chosen, thus making the number of the core leadership 12 again

- Why do you think the disciples make this decision in this way? (There were 

other ways to proceed, like Peter picking someone.) What theological 
presuppositions are behind the method they choose?


- How do we find God’s will as we make major decisions in our lives? How do 
we choose well between available options?


6. Close in prayer. 
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QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 1:12-26 and discuss the 
following: 

- Who is on the list of leaders mentioned for the early church? What is 
significant about the people mentioned? What is important about Mary, the 
other women, and the brothers of Jesus now being part of the team? 


- How does Peter explain what happened to Judas? What do you think of his 
explanation? How does it help the disciples take their next steps?


- Have you ever had to come to terms with a traumatic death? How did you do 
it? What was helpful, comforting, and encouraging, and what was not? How 
would you help a friend or a loved one deal with such a death?


- Who are the two candidates for the open spot in the Twelve? Who is chosen?

- Why do you think the disciples make this decision in this way? (There were 

other ways to proceed, like Peter picking someone.) What theological 
presuppositions are behind the method they choose? 


- How do we find God’s will as we make major decisions in our lives? How do 
we choose well between a number of available options?
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Acts 2:1-13, “The Holy Spirit Comes” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 2:1-13. [5 minutes] 
2. Review very briefly Acts 1:5,8 about the promise of the Spirit. [5 minutes] 
3. Discuss the coming of the Spirit in Acts 2:1-4. [10 minutes] 

- Pentecost one of the great festivals of Judaism; primarily a harvest 
celebration


- “All together” in a room waiting upon Jesus’ promise

- From heaven comes: 1) a sound like a mighty wind; 2) “divided tongues as of 

fire”

- Then a third event: Known languages, not unknown tongues as in other 

settings

- How are wind, fire, and languages connected? What does each event 

communicate about who the Spirit is and what He does?

- What does the need to speak in other languages imply about God’s mission? 

About grace? About the mission of Jesus Christ’s followers?

4. Discuss the importance of the nations represented in Acts 2:5-11. [10 minutes] 

- Jews from many other nations present in Jerusalem for Pentecost

- Review the list of nations represented; its characteristics and importance

- How does the use of national languages draw upon what happened at Babel 

(Genesis 11)? Upon the promise made to Abraham (Genesis 12)? 

- What claims do such allusions make about the gospel? About our focus 

today? 
5. Discuss the two responses of the crowd in Acts 2:12-13. [15 minutes] 


- First group: astonished, amazed, wanting to find out what’s happening

- Second group: mocking, dismissive, “They’re just drunk, that’s all” (2:13 NLT)

- Why are both responses not entirely unexpected? What other Scripture 

passages speak to each response?

- What parallels do you find from both responses with contemporary reactions 

to the Christian message in our time? 

- “If the same sermon is preached, say, to a hundred people, twenty receive it 

with the ready obedience of faith, while the rest hold it valueless, or laugh, or 
hiss, or loathe it” (John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. John T. 
McNeill and trans. Ford Lewis Battles [Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1960], 
III.xxiv.12).


6. Close in prayer. 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QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 2:1-13 and discuss the 
following: 

- The group of 120 followers of Christ are “all together” in a room in Acts 2:1. 
How and why do you think this is significant?  


- What three events mark the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples in Acts 
2:2-4? How are these three events connected? What does each event 
communicate about who the Spirit is and what He does?


- What does the need to speak in other known languages (Acts 2:4,8) imply 
about God’s mission? About grace? About the mission of Jesus Christ’s 
followers?


- What do you notice about the nations represented at Pentecost? How does 
the use of national languages draw upon what happened at Babel (Genesis 
11)? Upon the promise made to Abraham (Genesis 12)? 


- What claims do such allusions to Genesis 11 and 12 make about the gospel? 
About our focus today? How has the Kingdom already come? How has it not 
yet come?


- Note the responses given by both groups of people in Acts 2:12-13. Why are 
both responses not entirely unexpected? What other Scripture passages 
speak here?


- What parallels do you find from both responses in Acts 2:12-13 with 
contemporary reactions to the Christian message in our time?
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Acts 2:14-41, “Peter Preaches” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 2:14-41 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 2:1-13 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Peter as the first Christian preacher in Acts 2:14 [10 minutes]. 

- Remarkable transformation in his life since denying Jesus in Luke 22:54-62

- Stands in clear concert with the other apostles

- Does God transform lives today as He did Peter’s? Who are examples we 

would lift up as signs that He still changes people today? 
4. Discuss Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:15-36 [15 minutes]. 

- Peter begins by answering what is happening with Joel 2:28-32

- Then transitions to Jesus as Peter describes what he and the others have 

witnessed: Jesus Christ crucified and risen, “Lord and Christ” (2:36, ESV)

- Psalm 16 and 110 provide Scriptural support for Peter’s strong claims about 

Jesus; important support for a Jewish audience

- Peter begins with what everyone is asking. How is this starting-off point 

helpful in spiritual conversations? How do we move from “felt” needs to true 
needs?


- Peter’s sermon is direct, clear, and strong. How might our discussions of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior benefit from a similar emphasis upon 
directness, clarity, and strength? How do we strike the right balance?


5. Discuss the response to Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:37-41 [10 minutes]. 
- The crowd is “cut to the heart”: growing awareness of their sin and need 

- Peter’s reply: repent and be baptized, and receive forgiveness and the 

presence/power of the Spirit; approximately 3000 "souls" respond

- Covenantal: for you, for your children, and for those far away geographically 

and spiritually, “everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself” (2:39)

- Why is the Spirit’s coming linked here with the time of salvation and not to a 

“second blessing” that comes after professing Christ? Why is this important?

- How is God still bringing “souls” into relationship with Himself? Where is this 

happening today? How can we be part of God’s continuing work of salvation 
in the name of Jesus Christ at home? At work? In the neighborhood?


6. Close in prayer. 
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QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 2:14-41 and discuss the 
following: 

- Cover the “brass tacks” of the passage by asking and answering basic 
observational questions about it: Who? What? When? Where? How? Why? 
Discuss your answers.


- A important side bar: This passage shows all the signs of being a historical 
narrative. Compared to what other biblical styles? How does this help us 
understand and apply the text?


- Does God transform lives today as he did Peter’s? Who are examples we 
would lift up as signs that He still changes people today?


- Peter begins with what everyone is asking. How is this starting-off point 
helpful in spiritual conversations? How then do we move from “felt” needs to 
true needs?


- Peter’s sermon is direct, clear, and strong. How might our discussions of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior benefit from a similar emphasis upon 
directness, clarity, and strength? How do we strike the right balance?


- How is God still bringing “souls” into relationship with Himself? Where is this 
happening today? 


- How can we be part of God’s continuing work of salvation in the name of 
Jesus Christ at home? At work? In the neighborhood? 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Acts 2:42-47, “The Believers Meet Together” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 2:42-47 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 2:1-41 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the development of the new Christians in Acts 2:42 [10 minutes]. 

- Significant commitment exists, nurtured by a devotion to four ongoing 
practices: 1) learning the apostles’ teachings, 2) experiencing fellowship with 
one another, 3) sharing the Lord’s Supper with each other, and 4) praying 
together


- “‘Devoting’ (proskartereo) is the same word as is used in connection with the 
persistent devotion of the disciples to prayer in [Acts]1:14 (translated 
‘constantly’ there). . . The word is used often with the idea of ‘persisting 
obstinately in’ [C. K. Barrett, Acts, p. 164] something—a meaning that is 
appropriate here” (Ajith Fernando, Acts: NIV Application Commentary, 
119-120).


- Religious fervor and commitment often fade quickly. How much of this 
lessening is to be expected, and how much can and should be prevented? 
Why?


- What four practices did the early church lead its participants to do? What 
might these four look like in our day? How might we benefit from each of 
these? 


4. Discuss the winsomeness of the first Christians in Acts 2:43-47a [15 minutes]. 
- Christians are helping out one another in extraordinary and self-giving ways

- A depth of relationship among the members of the faith community continues 

to grow through worship and fellowship

- The above combines into a sense of societal favor and appreciation

- Why is caring for one another such a powerful witness to Jesus Christ?

- The winsomeness of the first Christians stands in stark contrast to the often 

unfavorable ways Christians are described and portrayed in today’s culture. 
Why is this the case? What are some ways to combat these impressions? 

5. Discuss the continuing response to the faith community’s growth and 
fellowship in Acts 2:47b [10 minutes]. 

- God adds to the growing number of new Christians with even more Christians

- Clearly understood as God’s work, not the result of human initiative; yet there 

is a synergy between a vibrant faith community and a vibrant evangelism
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- Why is community so important to the vital practice of Christianity? How does 
this emphasis upon community in Acts 2 compare to the individualism and 
consumerism prevalent today? 


- What can we learn from the first Christians? How might we take their example 
and translate it into something helpful and significant in our time? 

6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 2:42-47 and discuss the 
following: 

- Set the scene for Acts 2:42-47 by quickly reviewing what happened in Acts 
2:1-41. 


- Describe how Luke details the first Christian church in Acts 2:42-47. What 
does it look like? Sound like? Feel like?


- Religious fervor and commitment often fade quickly. How much of this 
lessening is to be expected, and how much can and should be prevented? 
Why?


- What four practices did the early church lead its participants to do in Acts 
2:42? What might these four look like in our day? How might we benefit from 
each of these? 


- Why is caring for one another, as in Acts 2:44-46, such a powerful witness to 
Christ?


- Why is community so important to the vital practice of Christianity? How does 
this emphasis upon community in Acts 2 compare to the individualism and 
consumerism prevalent today? 


- The winsomeness of the first Christians stands in stark contrast to the often 
unfavorable ways Christians are described and portrayed in today’s culture. 
Why is this the case? What are some ways to combat these impressions? 

- In summary, what can we learn from the first Christians? How might we take 
their example and translate it into something helpful and significant in our 
time?
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Acts 3:1-26, “Peter Heals and Preaches in the Temple” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 3:1-26. [5 minutes] 
2. Review very briefly Acts 2:42-47 about the Christian community’s development 
and growth. [5 minutes] 
3. Discuss the healing of the lame man in Acts 3:1-10. [10 minutes] 

- The lame man is out of options, dependent upon the kindness of others

- Peter offers the man something entirely unexpected: healing in Jesus’ name

- The man is healed and enters the Temple with them, praising God as he leaps

- Why is it important that the man is healed in the specific name of Jesus Christ 

of Nazareth? Why does Peter make a point of emphasizing this?

- How is the man’s healing a sign of God’s powerful grace in human lives?


4. Discuss Peter’s proclamation of the gospel in Acts 3:11-16. [15 minutes] 
- Peter quickly disavows any claim that he is responsible, but instead it’s Jesus!

- Note how Peter mentions Jesus’ death, resurrection, and power

- Also note how Peter clearly explains the guilt of the people about Jesus

- Faith in and through Jesus Christ is the key

- Some complain Peter’s sermon is too heavy on the “bad news.” Why do we 

need “bad news” to appreciate fully the “good news” offered in Jesus Christ?

- Why does Peter emphasize faith in Jesus as he does? What is it about faith 

that opens the door to a relationship with God? 
5. Discuss Peter’s call for response in Acts 3:17-26. [10 minutes] 


- The ignorance of the people explains but doesn’t excuse their actions

- The proper response? Repentance and turning away from sin

- As they repent, they will experience refreshment and grace

- “Peter then goes on to speak of the coming again of Christ. Whatever else 

that doctrine means, it means that history is going somewhere; that it moves, 
not haphazardly, but with the purposeful tread of things upon the way” 
(William Barclay, Daily Study Bible: Acts, p. 32)


- What are other situations in which ignorance explains but doesn’t excuse our 
actions? How do these situations help us understand what Peter is saying?


- How does Jesus Christ refresh and renew? How does this reality of Jesus’ 
work differ from what many people today misconstrue about the Christian 
life? 


6. Close in prayer. 

Sent by Love—Part 1: A Study of Acts 1-14, 17



QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 3:1-26 and discuss the 
following: 

- Review Acts 3:1-26 and go over the “who, what, when, where, why, and how” 
of its plot and sequence. What do you observe?


- How is the man’s healing a sign of God’s powerful grace in human lives?

- Why is Peter so quick to give all credit to Jesus? What does Peter’s action 

say about the nature of ministry? What other Scriptures support your answer? 

- Why does Peter emphasize faith in Jesus as he does? What is it about faith 

that opens the door to a relationship with God?

- Some complain Peter’s sermon is too heavy on the “bad news.” Why do we 

need “bad news” to appreciate fully the “good news” offered in Jesus Christ? 
- What are other situations in which ignorance explains but doesn’t excuse our 

actions? How do these situations help us understand what Peter is saying?

- How does Jesus Christ refresh and renew? How does this reality of Jesus’ 

work differ from what many people today misconstrue about the Christian 
life?
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Acts 4:1-22, “Peter and John Before the Council” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 4:1-22 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 3:1-26 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the arrest of Peter and John in Acts 4:1-7 [10 minutes]. 

- Arrested by Temple authorities in the midst of Peter’s sermon

- Part of the problem: the Sadducees are vehemently anti-resurrection 

- The church grows by leaps and bounds!

- Interrogated by the Council the next day

- The church adds thousands more despite persecution. Why does it seem that 

the Christian church often grows in persecution? What modern-day examples 
do we have?


- How intimidating was it for Peter and John to be brought before the Council in 
vv. 5-7? What might be a contemporary equivalent of this situation? 

4. Discuss Peter’s third sermon in Acts 4:8-14 [10 minutes]. 
- Peter is given what to say in fulfillment of Matthew 10:17-20, Luke 12:11-12 

- Clear proclamation of Jesus by Peter as:


- Crucified and Risen One

- Cornerstone first rejected by the leaders, as in Psalm 118

- The only means of salvation


- Council notes with great surprise that Peter and John are “uneducated, 
common men,” as their knowledge and eloquence would normally signify 
great learning


- Why is it significant that we are told Peter is “filled with the Spirit” in v. 8? How 
does the Spirit’s filling help Peter to share the good news?


- This is now Peter’s third sermon. Looking back over Acts 2:14-36 and 
3:11-26, what do his three sermons focus on in common? How do they differ?


5. Discuss the Council’s dilemma in addressing Peter and John in Acts 4:15-22 [15 
minutes]. 

- The Council goes into “executive session” to discuss what to do

- Can’t deny the miracle, as the healed man is present and everyone knows

- Decision? Warn Peter and John not to say anything more to anyone

- The bold reply: “We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard…”

- Why does the Council fail to affirm what’s in front of them? What sparks such 

denial? Why might the Council want to stifle the Christian movement?
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- What opposition does Christianity face today? Give at least three examples. 
How may we respond, consistent with the mission to spread the gospel in 
Christian love? 


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 4:1-22 and discuss the 
following: 

- Cover the “timeline” of what happens in this passage. What comes first? Then 
next? And next? Go all the way through the passage as a group.


- The church adds thousands more despite persecution. Why does it seem that 
the Christian church often grows in persecution? What modern-day examples 
do we have?


- How intimidating was it for Peter and John to be brought before the Council in 
vv. 5-7? What might be a contemporary equivalent of this situation? 

- Why is it significant that we are told Peter is “filled with the Spirit” in v. 8? How 
does the Spirit’s filling help Peter to share the good news?


- This is now Peter’s third sermon. Looking back over Acts 2:14-36 and 
3:11-26, what do his three sermons focus on in common? How do they differ?


- Why does the Council fail to affirm what’s in front of them? What sparks such 
denial? Why might the Council want to stifle the Christian movement?


- What opposition does Christianity face today? Give at least three examples. 
How may we respond, consistent with the mission to spread the gospel in 
Christian love? 
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Acts 4:23-37, “The Believers Pray and Share” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 4:23-37 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 4:1-22 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the boldness of the Christian community in Acts 4:23-31 [20 minutes]. 

- Peter and John, upon release, go to their friends with a report of what 
happened


- The response? Not fear or “time to get out of Dodge,” but instead a time of 
united prayer as a community


- Prayer begins with a theological assumption: God is in control and in charge

- Next, this development has been anticipated by Scripture in Psalm 2

- Then the community prays not for release from persecution, but boldness in 

the midst of persecution, as God acts with signs and wonders through Jesus

- The gathering place shaken with power as the Spirit fills all inside with the 

requested boldness

- Remember when you faced a past situation for which you had no answers or 

solutions. What did you do? What would you do the same today? Differently?

- The stereotype is that prayer is our last resort when we can’t (or won’t) do 

anything else. But the Jerusalem Christians do not think this way. How do 
they look at prayer? What can we learn from them about prayer?


- Define boldness as described in Acts 4. What accounts for this boldness on 
the part of the Jerusalem Christians? What situations may call for similar 
boldness today? How can we receive and live in such boldness?


4. Discuss the generosity of the Christian community in Acts 4:32-37 [15 minutes]. 
- Christians continue to help out one another in extraordinary and self-giving 

ways (previously noted in Acts 2)

- An extraordinary unity in v. 32 and an extraordinary message in v. 33 lead to 

extraordinary demonstrations of generosity in vv. 34-37

- Joseph, nicknamed “Barnabas” (“son of encouragement”), exemplifies this 

generosity by his selling of a field and giving the proceeds to the apostles

- As noted in Acts 2, not a political requirement but a voluntary expression of 

caring for those in great need

- It has been said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive, and it’s also 

harder!” Where do you struggle with receiving from others? What needs to 
change? 

- How does God’s grace shared with us invariably lead to our sharing of 
resources with others, as in Acts 4:32-37? What is the connection? 
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- How do we cultivate and develop a generous heart? What perspectives and 
practices do we need to change to make this a reality?


5. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 4:23-37 and discuss the 
following: 

- As a group, go through and describe the “who, what, when, where, how, and 
why” of Acts 4:23-37. What do you notice as having particular importance? 


- Remember when you faced a past situation for which you had no answers or 
solutions. What did you do? What would you do the same today? Differently?


- The stereotype is that prayer is our last resort when we can’t (or won’t) do 
anything else. But the Jerusalem Christians do not think this way. How do 
they look at prayer in Acts 4:23-31? What can we learn from them about 
prayer?


- Define boldness as described in Acts 4:29 and 31. What accounts for this 
boldness on the part of the Jerusalem Christians? What situations may call for 
similar boldness today? How can we receive and live in such boldness?


- It has been said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive, and it’s also 
harder!” Where do you struggle with receiving from others? What needs to 
change? 

- How does God’s grace shared with us invariably lead to our sharing of 
resources with others, as in Acts 4:32-37? What is the connection? 


- How do we cultivate and develop a generous heart? What perspectives and 
practices do we need to change to make this a reality?  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Acts 5:1-16, “Awe and Wonder” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 5:1-16 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 4:23-37 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the lying to the Holy Spirit by Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-10 [15 
minutes]. 

- Strong counterpoint to the generosity of Barnabas noted in Acts 4:36-37: 
Ananias sells property, but keeps some of the proceeds for himself


- Problem is not with either selling property or keeping proceeds, but in the 
deception of appearing to match Barnabas’ generosity, and to receive kudos 
for doing so, while secretly keeping some of the money for their own benefit


- Peter confronts Ananias with knowledge of the deception; Ananias dies

- Peter repeats the confrontation with Sapphira with the same result

- If allowed to proceed unchecked, Ananias and Sapphira’s sin would be 

incredibly detrimental to the early Christian movement’s health

- Unpack Peter’s statement in vv. 3-4 about Ananias. What is Peter saying? 

How does it shed light on what is happening in this passage?

- Why does Ananias and Sapphira’s sin warrant such an extreme remedy? 

- “We become so accustomed to God’s normal patterns of grace and mercy 

that we not only begin to take it for granted, we begin to assume it, to 
demand it, and then if we don’t get it, we’re furious…[W]e need to understand 
the difference between justice and mercy. The minute you think that God 
owes you mercy, a bell should go off in your brain that warns you that you’re 
no longer thinking about mercy. By definition mercy is voluntary. God is never 
obligated to be merciful to a rebellious creature. He doesn’t owe you mercy. 
As He has said, ‘I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy’ (Rom. 9:15) ... 
God simply doesn’t know how to be unjust. I thank Him every night that He 
does know how to be non-just; because mercy is non-justice, but it is 
not injustice.” (R. C. Sproul, https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/
holiness_of_god/holiness-and-justice/. Accessed 9-27-20.)


4. Discuss the theological importance of the statement about “great fear came 
over the church” in Acts 5:11 (10 minutes). 

- Fear: often translated as awe and reverence; not terror

- Helpful to be reminded of God’s holiness and purity

- Generated by a rare time that God’s judgment is enacted “right now”

- God’s grace so frequently covers us in daily life that we become numb to sin
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- What other accounts in Scripture emphasize the “fear of the Lord”? How do 
those passages help us understand Acts 5 more clearly? 

- How do we abuse and misuse God’s grace in daily life? How can we stop 
doing it both individually and communally? 


5. Discuss the summary of the progress of the Christian movement in Acts 
5:12-16 [10 minutes]. 

- Clear that God is at work through the ministry of the apostles

- Supernatural works of healing taking place

- Expansion of ministry beyond Jerusalem city limits to territory around city

- Looking ahead: expansion of ministry will prompt persecution in next passage

- How do you see God working in the world today? Support with examples.

- How can you be part of the work God is doing today? Please be specific. 

6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 5:1-16 and discuss the 
following: 

- Set the scene for Acts 5:1-16 by reviewing Acts 4:32-37. 

- Then work through the events of Acts 5:1-16. What do you observe as you do 

so?

- Unpack Peter’s statement in vv. 3-4 about Ananias. What is Peter saying? 

How does it shed light on what is happening in this passage?

- Why does Ananias and Sapphira’s sin warrant such an extreme remedy? 

- What other accounts in Scripture emphasize the “fear of the Lord”? How do 

those passages help us understand Acts 5 more clearly? 
- How do we abuse and misuse God’s grace in daily life? How can we stop 

doing it both individually and communally? 

- How do you see God working in the world today? Support with examples.

- How can you be part of the work God is doing today? Please be specific. 
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Acts 5:17-42, “Opposition” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 5:17-42 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 4:32–5:16 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the persecution and prison break in Acts 5:17-25 [10 minutes]. 

- The motivation for the latest round of persecution? Jealousy, says 5:17

- The apostles freed from prison by a miracle

- Where do they go? Run away? No, back to the Temple for more ministry

- Discovered by the Temple authorities

- The apostles do not flee when released from prison, but instead they return to 

ministry. What provokes such commitment and trust? How can this 
commitment and trust be developed in us and in others?


4. Discuss the apostles’ examination by the Council in Acts 5:26-32 [10 minutes]. 
- The apostles are so revered that the Temple guard must persuade, not arrest

- The examination concerns the apostles’ non-compliance with previous edicts

- Peter and the 12: again, we must obey God, not you!

- Peter then proceeds to preach to them, a move guaranteed to rile the Council

- How do the apostles justify their continued disobedience of the Council? 

When is it appropriate to obey the laws and rules made by humans? When is 
it appropriate to disobey? How do we make proper distinctions in these 
cases?


- Many protest movements over the centuries have focused on “civil 
disobedience” as a way to bring change. What are some of these 
movements? What tactics make them stand out? What can we learn from 
them? 

5. Discuss Gamaliel’s sage advice to his fellow members in Acts 5:33-42 [15 
minutes]. 

- The direction is trending badly until Gamaliel intervenes; he reminds the 
Council of pretenders who tried and failed to gather followings


- In the present case, “keep away from these men and let them alone” (5:38a)

- Why? If it’s not of God, it will crash and burn… but if it’s of God, then you’ll be 

opposing God Himself

- Note that a thrashing is considered a lesser punishment (5:40)

- Also note the apostles’ response: “counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the 

name”; continue to minister “in the Temple and from house to house” (5:42)

- What are circumstances in which we can apply Gamaliel’s advice today? 
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- The apostles counted it an honor to suffer for Jesus. How is this approach to 
suffering radically different from much of today’s thinking? 


- Where in the world is it still an honor to suffer and to serve in Jesus’ name? 
How can we help those so honored? 

6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 5:17-42 and discuss the 
following: 

- Run through the events of Acts 5:17-42 as a group. Who are the players? 
What are the plot’s highlights? What statements stand out to you as being 
quite important?


- The apostles do not flee when released from prison, but instead they return to 
ministry. What provokes such commitment and trust? How can this 
commitment and trust be developed in us and in others?


- How do the apostles justify their continued disobedience of the Council? 
When is it appropriate to obey the laws and rules made by humans? When is 
it appropriate to disobey? How do we make proper distinctions in these 
cases?


- Many protest movements over the centuries have focused on “civil 
disobedience” as a way to bring change. What are some of these 
movements? What tactics made them stand out? What can we learn from 
them? 

- What are circumstances in which we can apply Gamaliel’s advice today? 

- The apostles counted it an honor to suffer for Jesus. How is this approach to 

suffering radically different from much of today’s thinking? 

- Where in the world is it still an honor to suffer and to serve in Jesus’ name? 

How can we help those so honored? 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Acts 6:1-15, “Seven Chosen to Serve” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 6:1-15 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review chapter 5 of Acts very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the problem developing in Acts 6:1-2 [10 minutes]. 

- Cultural and ethnic divisions rear their head around legitimate need

- Widows in the 1st century often find themselves in great need due to a lack of 

organized support; food distribution has been developed to meet this need

- But the claim that Greek-speaking widows are slighted in favor of Aramaic 

speaking widows reveals a heretofore hidden bone of contention

-  Cultural and ethnic differences have been around as long as recorded history. 

Why do these differences raise such concerns?

- How do Christian love, grace, and community transcend these barriers?

- “I live in a land of ethnic turmoil [Sri Lanka], where the church has members 

from both ethnic groups in the conflict. Often Christians do not talk about 
their problems with people of the other race; they keep their prejudices and 
complaints to themselves and discuss them only with people of their own 
group. They are polite and friendly when they meet those of the other group, 
but there is an undercurrent of anger, which occasionally surfaces. When we 
act in this way, we cease to be a healing community in our land. Christians 
must constantly be on the alert to the danger of unchristian prejudices 
reappearing in the church and deal with them decisively when they arise. We 
know that God is bigger than the problem and that what unites us is bigger 
than what divides us; thus, we must have the courage to face up to the 
problem squarely” (Ajith Fernando, Acts: NIV Application Commentary, 231).


4. Discuss the solution offered by the apostles in Acts 6:3-7 [15 minutes]. 
- The apostles lead in noting their specific call and proposing a plan

- The 7 men chosen are all Greek-speaking (at least based on their names)

- Their ministry set apart by the apostles; today considered the first deacons

- Focus on what we might call “caregiving” and providing physical support

- 2 to take prominent roles overall: Stephen and Philip

- When have you received care from a fellow Christian? What form did this care 

take? How did it help you in your time of need?

- The apostles state their focus is on prayer and the ministry of the word. What 

does this mean? How would you describe this focus in today’s context?

- Verse 7 gives a glowing report in light of the changes made in verses 1-6. Talk 

about the relationship between the changes and the favorable results.  
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5. Discuss the leadership of Stephen and his arrest in Acts 6:8-15 [10 minutes]. 
- Stephen’s gifts become apparent to all, even his enemies

- Determined to eliminate Stephen once and for all

- False charges lead to a trial of the entire Christian message, claiming “we 

have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God”

- Stephen’s face glows with the glory of God (see Moses, Exodus 34)

- Stephen seems especially blessed with gifts of faith, service, and wisdom. 

When have you personally encountered a person with tremendous spiritual 
gifts? How did you recognize this person’s giftedness?  

6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 6:1-15 and discuss the 
following: 

- Review Acts 5:17-42 briefly as a group, then talk about the “who, what, when, 
where, how, and why” of Acts 6:1-15. Be specific.


-  Cultural and ethnic differences have been around as long as recorded history. 
Why do these differences raise such concerns?


- How do Christian love, grace, and community transcend these barriers?

- When have you received care from a fellow Christian? What form did this care 

take? How did it help you in your time of need?

- The apostles state their focus is on prayer and the ministry of the word. What 

does this mean? How would you describe this focus in today’s context?

- Verse 7 gives a glowing report in light of the changes made in verses 1-6. Talk 

about the relationship between the changes and the favorable results.

- Stephen seems especially blessed with gifts of faith, service, and wisdom. 

When have you personally encountered a person with tremendous spiritual 
gifts? How did you recognize this person’s giftedness? 
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Acts 7:1—8:1a, “The Martyrdom of Stephen” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 7:1—8:1a [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 6:1-15 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Stephen’s defense in Acts 7:1-53 [15 minutes]. 

- Not much Jesus here, and a lot of Moses; makes sense when you remember 
Stephen is accused of subverting Moses’ teaching


- Stephen unfolds the Old Testament account of how God worked through 
Abraham and Moses, expressing a covenantal vision with the following 
themes:


- God’s activity isn’t limited to Israel’s geographical location

- Worship isn’t limited to the Temple

- The Jews have continually rejected God’s prophets


- Concludes his speech with a strong rejection of the “stiff-necked people, 
uncircumcised in heart and ears…”


- Presbyterians affirm that a covenant of grace stretching from Old to New 
Testament has always been the means by which God initiates relationships 
with humanity. So how does the witness of Abraham, Moses, and the 
prophets connect with the ministry of Jesus? Please provide at least 3 
specific examples.


4. Discuss Stephen’s vision in Acts 7:54-57 [10 minutes]. 
- The ones examining Stephen are furious at what he said, especially vv. 51-53

- “Gnashing their teeth”: the NLT translates this idiom as “shook their fists at 

him in rage”

- Blasphemy to the Jews: Stephen sees Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God the Father; expresses Jesus’ deity

- The Jews had to oppose Stephen; otherwise they’re affirming Jesus as Christ!

- How does the image of Jesus standing at the right hand of God the Father 

affirm Jesus’ divinity? Why would this anger the Jews to such an extent?

- The world affirms many different things about Jesus that are at least partially 

off target. What are some examples? How can we as Christians respond?

- “Evangelicals often call themselves conservatives because they are faithful to 

the faith once delivered to all the saints (Jude 3). Yet the conservative 
mentality is often associated with an unwillingness to change and accept the 
mistakes one has made. Biblical Christians must always be open to change 
because they know how far they are from the ideals of God. We must be open 
to self-criticism and remember that this self-criticism will often come through 
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people who have discovered something from the Word that the rest of us 
have neglected. May we welcome such prophets, rather than persecute them. 
And may we humbly open ourselves to correction” (Ajith Fernando, Acts: NIV 
Application Commentary, 258).


5. Discuss Stephen’s martyrdom in Acts 7:58—8:1a [10 minutes]. 
- Taken out of town and stoned to death

- Saul is facilitating what is happening (will see him in the next chapters!)

- Stephen responds with a Christ-like forgiveness of his accusers as he dies

- Saul launched in Acts’ narrative as the primary persecutor of Christians

- In what ways does Stephen’s death mirror Jesus’ death? 

- Stephen is the first Christian martyr. He’s not the last. Martyrdom continues 

today. Who are some other martyrs for the faith? Describe their 
circumstances. 

- If pushed to it, could you be a martyr for Christ? Under what circumstances? 
What would make it possible? How? Why? 

6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 7:1—8:1a and discuss the 
following: 

- How does chapter 6 set the stage for chapter 7 in Acts?

- Work through the plot for Acts 7:1—8:1a. Who are the characters? What do 

they do and when? How and why do they do it?

- Presbyterians affirm that a covenant of grace stretching from Old to New 

Testament has always been the means by which God initiates relationships 
with humanity. So how does the witness of Abraham, Moses, and the 
prophets connect with the ministry of Jesus? Please provide at least 3 
specific examples.


- How does the image of Jesus standing at the right hand of God the Father 
affirm Jesus’ divinity? Why would this anger the Jews to such an extent?


- The world affirms many different things about Jesus that are at least partially 
off target. What are some examples? How can we as Christians respond?


- In what ways does Stephen’s death mirror Jesus’ death? 

- Stephen is the first Christian martyr. He’s not the last. Martyrdom continues 

today. Who are some other martyrs for the faith? Describe their 
circumstances.


- If pushed to it, could you be a martyr for Christ? Under what circumstances? 
What would make it possible? How? Why? 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Acts 8:1b-25, “Scattered for Witness” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 8:1b-25 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 6 and 7 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the persecuting, scattering, & evangelizing in Acts 8:1b-4 [10 minutes]. 

- First systemic persecution of the entire church erupts after Stephen’s stoning

- Everyone flees except for the apostles, who stay behind to provide leadership 

- Saul identified as the ringleader of the persecution: word translated “began to 

destroy” (NIV) or “was ravaging” (ESV) is lymainomai, expressing a “brutal and 
sadistic cruelty” (William Neil quoted in John Stott, The Message of Acts, p. 
145)


- But what do the dispersed Christians do? Proclaim the gospel everywhere! 

- How is God’s providence at work during the dispersal of the Jerusalem 

church? How is His providence at work in your life at present? 
- “Evangelism provokes persecution while persecution energizes evangelism” 

(Ajith Fernando, Acts: NIV Application Commentary, 268). How do you explain 
this counter-intuitive synergy? What are some examples?


4. Discuss Philip’s Samaritan mission in Acts 8:5-13 [15 minutes]. 
- “The city of Samaria”: Samaria is a region, not a city; but the city of Sebaste 

used to be called “Samaria” until Herod the Great changed the name

- Philip one of the deacons called by the church in Acts 6

- Great racial and cultural enmity between Jews and Samaritans, yet Samaritan 

men and women professing faith in Christ and being baptized, even Simon

- Describe Philip’s evangelism. Why do you think it’s so successful? What can 

we learn from it today?

- We live in a time of heightened racial and cultural barriers. How does the 

reconciliation in Christ between Jews and Samaritans speak to us now?

5. Discuss the visit from Peter and John in Acts 8:14-25 (10 minutes). 

- Peter and John investigate; the Samaritans haven’t received the Spirit

- Peter and John lay hands on them and the Spirit comes, allowing Peter and 

John to see God is with the Samaritans too

- Simon seeks to buy the power (buying religious influence still called “simony")

- But Peter cuts to the heart of the matter: Simon is not right with God

- Peter and John return to Jerusalem, evangelizing in Samaria on the way
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- The Holy Spirit comes upon the Samaritan Christians in Acts 8 later than He 
comes upon the Jewish Christians in Acts 2. Why is this? What is significant 
about this departure from the way the Spirit comes in Acts 2?


- Simon appears to be a Christian until Peter confronts him. How do people say 
and profess the right things, and yet still miss the mark?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 8:1b-25 and discuss the 
following: 

- What do you observe in Acts 8:1b-25? Who are the characters? What stands 
out as worthy of more investigation? 


- Outline the flow of the narrative from verse 1b to verse 25. What is 
happening?


- How is God’s providence at work during the dispersal of the Jerusalem 
church? How is His providence at work in your life at present? 

- “Evangelism provokes persecution while persecution energizes evangelism” 
(Ajith Fernando, Acts: NIV Application Commentary, 268). How do you explain 
this counter-intuitive synergy? What are some examples?


- Describe Philip’s evangelism. Why do you think it’s so successful? What can 
we learn from it today?


- We live in a time of heightened racial and cultural barriers. How does the 
reconciliation in Christ between Jews and Samaritans speak to us now?


- The Holy Spirit comes upon the Samaritan Christians in Acts 8 later than He 
comes upon the Jewish Christians in Acts 2. Why is this? What is significant 
about this departure from the way the Spirit comes in Acts 2?


- Simon appears to be a Christian until Peter confronts him. How do people say 
and profess the right things, and yet still miss the mark? 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Acts 8:26-40, “Philip and the Ethiopian” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 8:26-40 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 8:1b-25 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Philip’s obedience to the Spirit in Acts 8:26-29 [10 minutes]. 

- Philip receives very clear, but only partial, guidance from God

- Philip obeys, trusting God to provide what’s needed for the next steps

- Philip sees the eunuch, financial manager of Ethiopia, traveling back home

- Why do you think we are often so reluctant to follow the guidance the Spirit 

gives? What are some of the long-term results from our unwillingness to 
follow?


- What opportunities to bear witness for Jesus have you missed because you 
didn’t act on the Spirit’s prompting? What have you learned? How will the 
future be different from the past?


4. Discuss the interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian in Acts 8:30-35 [15 
minutes]. 

- The Ethiopian leader (probably not alone but part of a large procession) is 
reading aloud, not silently, per ancient custom


- Philip takes advantage of an opportunity through the Spirit’s leading

- The Ethiopian is humble despite his high status and invites Philip to join him

- They talk, with Philip sharing the gospel from the Scripture

- What have you observed from Philip’s faithful interaction with the Ethiopian? 

What can you apply to your own opportunities to bear witness to Christ?

- Are you ready to bear witness to the gospel if the opportunity arises? What 

are your strengths? Your areas of growth? What do you need to do to be 
better prepared?


5. Discuss the faithful responses of both the Ethiopian and Philip in Acts 8:36-40 
[10 minutes]. 

- The conversation leads to a desire from the Ethiopian to commit to Christ

- Philip acts with flexibility and sensitivity (not allowing his experience with 

Simon in Acts 8 to negatively affect his response)

- Then the Ethiopian heads home and Philip is taken to Azotus for more witness

- The Ethiopian is ready to respond. Discuss why you think this particular time 

is “his” time. What factors can impact a person’s receptivity to the gospel 
today?
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- How might Philip have responded differently to the Ethiopian to the detriment 
of the gospel? How do modern-day Christians sometimes turn off those 
seeking to know more? How can we address this?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 8:26-40 and discuss the 
following: 

- As a group, go through and describe the “who, what, when, where, how, and 
why” of Acts 8:26-40. What do you notice as having particular importance? 


- What stands out to you as the key verse(s) of Acts 8:26-40? Why do you think 
so?


- Why do you think we are often so reluctant to follow the guidance the Spirit 
gives? What are some of the long-term results from our unwillingness to 
follow?


- What opportunities to bear witness for Jesus have you missed because you 
didn’t act on the Spirit’s prompting? What have you learned? How will the 
future be different from the past?


- What have you observed from Philip’s faithful interaction with the Ethiopian? 
What can you apply to your own opportunities to bear witness to Christ?


- Are you ready to bear witness to the gospel if the opportunity arises? What 
are your strengths? Your areas of growth? What do you need to do to be 
better prepared? 


- The Ethiopian is ready to respond. Discuss why you think this particular time 
is “his” time. What factors can impact a person’s receptivity to the gospel 
today?


- How might Philip have responded differently to the Ethiopian to the detriment 
of the gospel? How do modern-day Christians sometimes turn off those 
seeking to know more? How can we address this?  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Acts 9:1-31, “The Conversion of Saul” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 9:1-31 [5 minutes]. 
2. Review Acts 7:51—8:1 very briefly [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Saul’s leadership in persecuting the church in Acts 9:1-2 [10 minutes]. 

- Acts 9:1 picks up where Acts 8:1a leaves off

- His actions are official, legal, and expansive beyond Jerusalem 

- Not limited to the leaders, but anyone who is part of the Christian community

- Why does Christianity in general, and Jesus Christ in particular, appear to 

spark such animosity from many?

- Where are Christians being persecuted for their faith today? How can we 

support Christians undergoing persecution?

4. Discuss Saul’s dramatic conversation to Christ in Acts 9:3-18 (15 minutes). 

- A blinding light and a divine voice while traveling to Damascus

- He encounters the risen Christ: prerequisite for being an apostle

- Ananias of Damascus led by the Spirit to help prepare Saul for the next steps

- Key verses: “he [Saul] is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before 

the Gentiles… I will show him how much he will suffer for the sake of my 
name”


- Presbyterians often cite the conversion of Saul as evidence for the doctrine of 
election. Define election. What does this doctrine claim about God? About us? 
How and when have you seen evidence of God’s election in your life?


- We often call dramatic conversions to Christ “Damascus Road experiences.” 
Others profess Christ in a much less dramatic fashion. Does the initial 
experience of following Christ as Lord need to be dramatic? Why or why not?


5. Discuss Saul’s early witness in Acts 9:19-31 [10 minutes]. 
- With the disciples in Damascus, proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues

- Incredible transformation astonishes everyone, leading to a plot against his life

- Barnabas courageously speaks up for Saul in Jerusalem

- Boldness leads to more death threats and a move to Caesarea and Tarsus

- What are the pros and cons of new Christians bearing witness to the gospel? 

How can we support and encourage them? How can we learn from them?

- Sometimes personal transformation occurs in a radical leap forward. Other 

times transformation occurs gradually over a long period of time. When have 
you experienced (or are experiencing) both types of transformation? 

6. Close in prayer. 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QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 9:1-31 and discuss the 
following: 

- Set the scene for Acts 9:1-31 by reviewing Acts 7:51—8:1, then work through 
the events of Acts 9:1-31. What do you observe as you do so? Who are the 
important people? What are the significant events?


- Why does Christianity in general, and Jesus Christ in particular, appear to 
spark such animosity from many?


- Where are Christians being persecuted for their faith today? How can we 
support Christians undergoing persecution?


- Presbyterians often cite the conversion of Saul as evidence for the doctrine of 
election. Define election. What does this doctrine claim about God? About us? 
How and when have you seen evidence of God’s election in your life?


- We often call dramatic conversions to Christ “Damascus Road experiences.” 
Others profess Christ in a much less dramatic fashion. Does the initial 
experience of following Christ as Lord need to be dramatic? Why or why not?


- What are the pros and cons of new Christians bearing witness to the gospel? 
How can we support and encourage them? How can we learn from them?


- Sometimes personal transformation occurs in a radical leap forward. Other 
times transformation occurs gradually over a long period of time. When have 
you experienced (or are experiencing) both types of transformation?
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Acts 9:32—10:33, “Gentiles Hear the Good News” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 9:32—10:33 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 9:1-31 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the miracles of Peter in Acts 9:32-43 [10 minutes]. 

- Judean city of Lydda: Peter heals Aeneas to great evangelistic effect

- Meanwhile in Joppa: since Peter’s close by, they urge him to see Dorcas

- Dorcas revived with prayer, again to great evangelistic effect

- Peter with Simon, a tanner: tanning hides is an unclean profession in Jewish 

law

- Why do you think we see so often in Acts that the church grows through 

miracles and wonders? Why do you think we seem to see few such events 
now? 

- Peter stays with Simon the tanner, a Jewish man whose employment makes 
him ritually unclean. How do you explain Peter’s openness to such a man?


4. Discuss Cornelius’ call for Peter in Acts 10:1-8 [10 minutes]. 
- Cornelius: Roman centurion and a “God-fearer,” a Gentile who seeks to 

worship the Jewish God; stationed in Caesarea, north up the coast from 
Joppa


- Vision received in mid-afternoon about God’s grace and Peter’s location

- Cornelius takes the next step: messengers sent to Peter in Joppa

- What characteristics make Cornelius a great choice for being the first Gentile 

to trust Jesus? 

- Cornelius isn’t the only Roman centurion responsive to the true God. Read 

Luke 7:1-10. Compare and contrast the two. What can we learn from them?

5. Discuss Peter’s response to Cornelius in Acts 10:9-33 (15 minutes). 

- Peter’s vision given 3 times for emphasis: “Do not call something unclean if 
God has made it clean” (v. 15)


- Perfect timing: Cornelius’ messengers arrive at conclusion of vision

- Peter takes the next step of faith; he and 6 others (Acts 11:12) go to Caesarea

- Peter makes a connection between the vision and his visit to Cornelius

- Cornelius waits for Peter and confirms what God is doing in his life

- It can be difficult for us to appreciate how strong the Jewish prejudices are 

against Gentiles. What other parallels can you think of that help us here?
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- How significant is this gathering in Christian history? What are the continuing 
effects of this opening? What does this event say to us about the priorities of 
the Christian faith?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 9:32—10:33 and discuss the 
following: 

- Work out the flow of the narrative from 9:32 to 10:33. What is going on?

- What do you observe in this narrative? Who are the characters? What stands 

out as worthy of more investigation or conversation? 

- Why do you think we see so often in Acts that the church grows through 

miracles and wonders? Why do you think we seem to see few such events 
now? 

- Peter stays with Simon the tanner, a Jewish man whose employment makes 
him ritually unclean. How do you explain Peter’s openness to such a man?


- What characteristics make Cornelius a great choice for being the first Gentile 
to trust Jesus? 


- Cornelius isn’t the only Roman centurion responsive to the true God. Read 
Luke 7:1-10. Compare and contrast the two. What can we learn from them?


- It can be difficult for us to appreciate how strong the Jewish prejudices are 
against Gentiles. What other parallels can you think of that help us here?


- How significant is this gathering in Christian history? What are the continuing 
effects of this opening? What does this event say to us about the priorities of 
the Christian faith?
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Acts 10:34-48, “Gentiles Believe the Good News” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 10:34-48 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 9:32—10:33 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the gospel mini-sermon of Peter in Acts 10:34-43 [10 minutes]. 

- Whole picture comes together for Peter: God shows no favoritism

- Not a claim that all religious views are accepted; rather that people regardless 

of ethnicity, race, language, heritage, etc., may be welcomed through Jesus 
Christ


- Summary of the basic gospel: centrality of life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus


- Peter sees the true openness of the gospel for the first time. How does this 
openness speak to your heart and mind? How does it make a difference for 
your life?


- Why do you think the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is foundational to 
Christianity? What would Christianity be like without this emphasis? What 
would your life be like?


- “Peter and Luke are seeking to avoid two extremes here: the Jews’ ethnic 
pride and prejudice, which saw no Gentile as a fit object of God’s saving call, 
and the view that the religions of all cultures are equally valid bases for being 
acceptable to God (William Larkin, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: Acts, 
477).”


4. Discuss the coming of the Spirit upon the Gentiles in Acts 10:44-48a [15 
minutes]. 

- Peter’s sermon cut a little short by the Spirit’s coming to the Gentile listeners

- Amazement by the Jewish believers (lit. “faithful ones of the circumcision”)

- Often called a “Gentile Pentecost”; baptism follows with no objection from 

those present

- Why is it so important that the Holy Spirit comes to the Gentiles too? What 

does the Spirit do in the life of the Christian? What is essential about the 
Spirit’s presence? 


- When have you seen God clearly at work in a situation in which you really 
didn’t expect Him to be active and present? What did you gain from that 
experience? 


5. Discuss Cornelius’ invitation to Peter in Acts 10:48b (10 minutes). 
- Often slides by that Peter (and probably some on his team) stay for several 

days
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- Why? Hospitality, fellowship, and gratitude are strong possibilities 

- But also: Gentiles’ need for instruction; what does it mean to follow Christ? 

Period of education and teaching is often part of the Acts pattern (see 
2:42-47; 5:12b; 9:19b)


- How important are relationships to our life in Christ? How do we develop and 
nurture healthy, supportive relationships with fellow Christians?


- Instruction in the faith appears to be a key factor to spiritual growth. What do 
Christians, especially new ones, need to learn about following Christ as Lord?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 10:34-48 and discuss the 
following: 

- Review the first part of this story, Acts 9:32—10:33. What is happening that 
sets up Acts 10:34-48?


- What do you observe in Acts 10:34-48? Who or what jumps out at you as 
significant?


- Peter sees the true openness of the gospel for the first time in vv. 34-36. How 
does this openness speak to your heart and mind? How does it make a 
difference for your life?


- Why do you think the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is foundational to 
Christianity? What would Christianity be like without this emphasis? What 
would your life be like?


- Why is it so important that the Holy Spirit comes to the Gentiles too? What 
does the Spirit do in the life of the Christian? What is essential about the 
Spirit’s presence? 


- When have you seen God clearly at work in a situation in which you really 
didn’t expect Him to be active and present? What did you gain from that 
experience? 


- How important are relationships to our life in Christ? How do we develop and 
nurture healthy, supportive relationships with fellow Christians?


- Instruction in the faith appears to be a key factor to spiritual growth. What do 
Christians, especially new ones, need to learn about following Christ as Lord?
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Acts 11:1-18, “Peter Explains His Actions” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 11:1-18 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 9:32—10:48 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the accusations against Peter in Acts 11:1-4 [10 minutes]. 

- At headquarters, news has spread quickly; Jewish Christians quite concerned 

- Discussion by larger body ensures that someone doesn’t go off on a tangent

- Peter called to explain his actions by “the circumcision party” (v. 4, ESV)

- Peter could have insisted, “I’m an apostle, so I don’t need to explain myself.” 

Why is it good he did not respond this way? What can we learn from him? 

- What difficult conversations between Christians are vitally needed today? 

How can we hold such conversations in ways that “speak the truth in love” 
(Ephesians 4:15)? 


4. Discuss Peter’s advocation for his actions in Acts 11:5-17 [15 minutes]. 
- Peter admits his deeds; Jewish concern no longer relevant in light of God’s 

actions

- Peter tells the story we know already from Acts 9:32—10:48; accurate 

repetition and the presence of six witnesses confirm the story’s validity

- Four important divine initiatives shared in the story: 


- Peter’s vision in light of his initial reluctance

- Providential visit from Cornelius’ men

- Cornelius’ own vision and experience

- The Spirit coming upon the Gentiles “just as on us” (v. 15, ESV)


- Peter’s conclusion: “who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” (v. 17, ESV)

- “The history of missions has many examples of people like Cornelius, who, 

after sincerely seeking for God, have an opportunity to hear and respond to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. One day in the early part of this century [the 20th], 
a chief in Malaysia was repairing one of his wooden idols when he told his 
wife, ‘This is foolish. Here we are worshiping these wooden objects, but our 
hands are greater than they are. Surely there must be a high Being, the God 
who created all of us. Let us worship him.’ So for twenty-five years they went 
into their prayer room every day and prayed to ‘the unknown God.’ One day a 
Christian missionary came along and introduced the chief and his wife to the 
Bible and to Christ. When they heard the good news, they rejoiced and said, 
‘This is the true God we have been seeking all these years. We now believe in 
Him.’” (Ajith Fernando, Acts: NIV Application Commentary, 342-343).


- How does Peter concentrate on God’s initiative and not his own? Why is this 
focus theologically and practically necessary? What does it say to us today?
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- Throughout human history, people have opposed God’s way. When have you 
done this? How did you come to see your error, repent, and go with God 
rather than against Him?


5. Discuss the early church’s response to Gentile evangelism in Acts 11:18 (10 
minutes). 

- The apostles and others fall silent at the significance of what they’ve heard

- Silence is not necessarily agreement by all but at least acquiescence (see 

Acts 15, 21)

- Not a one-time exception for a God-fearer & family, but a change for all time

- How and why is your life different because what happened in Acts 11:1-18? 

Reflect upon and elaborate on at least two different ways.

- The early church had to tackle the issue of Gentile believers numerous times. 

What does this historical reality say to us about how God works? What issues 
do we present-day Christians have to work on? Blind spots? Ways forward?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 11:1-18 and discuss the 
following: 

- Review Acts 9:32—10:48. Then what do you observe in Acts 11:1-18? For 
example, who are the main characters? What events jump out to you as being 
of major importance? What is the flow of the story here?


- Peter could have insisted, “I’m an apostle, so I don’t need to explain myself.” 
Why is it good he did not respond this way? What can we learn from him? 


- What difficult conversations between Christians are vitally needed today? 
How can we hold such conversations in ways that “speak the truth in love” 
(Ephesians 4:15)?


- How does Peter concentrate on God’s initiative and not his own? Why is this 
focus both theologically and practically necessary? What does it say to us 
today?


- Throughout human history, people have opposed God’s way. When have you 
done this? How did you come to see your error, repent, and go with God 
rather than against Him?


- How and why is your life different because what happened in Acts 11:1-18? 
Reflect upon and elaborate on at least two different ways.


- The early church had to tackle the issue of Gentile believers numerous times. 
What does this historical reality say to us about how God works? What issues 
do we present-day Christians have to work on? Blind spots? Ways forward?
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Acts 11:19—12:25, “Outreach and Persecution” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 11:19—12:25 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 11:1-18 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the spread of the gospel to Antioch in Acts 11:19-30 [15 minutes]. 

- The scene moves north (see map below): Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch

- Antioch third most important city in Roman Empire behind Rome and 

Alexandria

- First witness only to Jews, but then witness spreads to the Gentiles

- Barnabas sent to investigate; responds with joy and gives his blessing

- Barnabas gets Paul in Tarsus and together they serve in Antioch for an 

extended time

- Antioch: where Christians are first called Christians!

- Prophecy of famine prompts support by Gentiles to Jewish Christians in 

Jerusalem

- Barnabas’ encouragement strengthens and supports the Gentile Christians. 

What makes an encouraging word so helpful and refreshing? What are 
specific ways we can encourage fellow Christians as they follow Jesus? 


- Why do you think the name “Christian” caught on? What does it represent? 
What other designations also aptly represent those who follow Jesus Christ 
as Lord? By which name would you prefer to be called and why?


- What is significant about the Gentile Christians purposing to support the 
Jewish Christians in the time of need to come? How may we mirror such 
compassion today?


4. Discuss Peter’s miraculous escape from prison in Acts 12:1-19 [15 minutes]. 
- Herod Agrippa begins period of persecution; James killed; Peter arrested

- Irony #1: Peter is first imprisoned then liberated around Passover, the time of 

celebrating Jewish liberation

- Peter released from prison through miraculous and unexpected intervention 

by God

- Irony #2: Peter doesn’t believe he’s been actually freed at first

- Peter goes to house where believers united in prayer for him

- Irony #3: believers can’t believe their prayers have been answered

- The gospel can justly be described as “liberation.” Liberation from what? 

From what does the world today most need liberating? From what do you 
most need liberating? 
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- At times we go through the motions with prayer, not anticipating it will be 
answered. Why is this tendency more common than we’d like to admit? What 
can we do to combat it?


5. Discuss the juxtaposition of Herod’s death and the church’s growth in Acts 
12:20-25 (5 minutes). 

- Herod’s descent continues: acclamation by crowd of Herod as god-like not 
refuted


- Herod struck with illness and dies; possible cause: infestation of intestinal 
roundworms 


- Contrast with continued growth of Christian witness by Barnabas and Paul

- When and where have we seen people like Herod Agrippa before? Who are 

some modern-day equivalents? What leads them to believe and to act like 
they do?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 11:19—12:25 and discuss 
the following: 

- There are a lot of moving parts in Acts 11:19—12:25. Discuss the events, 
plots, and characters of these verses until you have clarity. Use the map 
below as it is helpful to you.


- Barnabas’ encouragement strengthens and supports the Gentile Christians. 
What makes an encouraging word so helpful and refreshing? What are 
specific ways we can encourage fellow Christians as they follow Jesus? 


- Why do you think the name “Christian” caught on? What does it represent? 
What other designations also aptly represent those who follow Jesus Christ 
as Lord? By which name would you prefer to be called and why?


- What is significant about the Gentile Christians purposing to support the 
Jewish Christians in the time of need to come? How may we mirror such 
compassion today?


- The gospel can justly be described as “liberation.” Liberation from what? 
From what does the world today most need liberating? From what do you 
most need liberating? 


- At times we go through the motions with prayer, not anticipating it will be 
answered. Why is this tendency more common than we’d like to admit? What 
can we do to combat it?


- When and where have we seen people like Herod Agrippa before? Who are 
some modern-day equivalents? What leads them to believe and to act like 
they do?  

Sent by Love—Part 1: A Study of Acts 1-14, 44



Acts 13:1-12, “Paul and Barnabas Sent Out” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 13:1-12 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 11:19—12:25 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss the commissioning of Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13:1-3 [10 minutes]. 

- Leadership in the church of Antioch taking shape

- Diverse team, including an African and a childhood friend of Herod Antipas (!)

- Intentional prayer and fasting leads to guidance: set apart Paul and Barnabas

- Willing to do what the Spirit leads them to do for the sake of missionary work

- How does the Antioch leadership team’s diversity help the church’s witness? 

How can it cause problems? What can we pick up from the Antioch 
Christians?


- The Antioch leaders willingly send away Paul and Barnabas. What does this 
say about their priorities? How have you seen leaders today act in similar 
ways?


4. Discuss the confrontation with Elymas the Sorcerer in Acts 13:4-11 [15 
minutes]. 

- Spend time on Cyprus, going from town to town (see map—last page 
Teaching Helps)


- Use method refined further as time goes on: go to the synagogue first

- Encounter with respected official, Sergius Paulus, under the sway of Elymas

- Elymas’ name means “sorcerer”; attempts to interfere with gospel witness

- Paul and Barnabas deliver strong rebuke both verbally and via a miracle, 

albeit in different style from the norm: causing, not curing, blindness

- “Although Christianity is not magic, the gospel does not mind squaring off 

with the alleged gods and powers of the world because the power of God can 
manage quite well in open conflict with counterfeit deities.” (William Willimon, 
Acts, p. 123) 


- Why do you think Paul and Barnabas start with the Jewish community before 
heading to the Gentiles? How might their approach change, depending upon 
their audience?


- The sort of confrontation described in Acts 13:6-11 is rare in churches like 
ours. Why? What does this rarity say about us? What do we need to learn 
from Paul and Barnabas?


5. Discuss the response of faith by Sergius Paulus in Acts 13:12 (10 minutes). 
- Miracle is the event prompting Sergius Paulus’ response of faith
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- Unusual for high official (governor in this case) to respond; Christianity 
primarily a poor person’s faith in the first century (and today in most of the 
world)


- If you are a Christian, think back: how did God work in your life to lead you to 
the faith you have now? What events, conversations, circumstances, etc., 
were pivotal? 


- Why do you think miraculous events attract some to Christ and yet are 
ineffective with others? 


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 13:1-12 and discuss the 
following: 

- Review Acts 11:1–12:25. What is setting the table for Acts 13:1-12?

- What is going on in Acts 13:1-12? What jumps out at you as significant?

- How does the Antioch leadership team’s diversity help the church’s witness? 

How can it cause problems? What can we pick up from the Antioch 
Christians?


- The Antioch leaders willingly send away Paul and Barnabas. What does this 
say about their priorities? How have you seen leaders today act in similar 
ways?


- Why do you think Paul and Barnabas start with the Jewish community before 
heading to the Gentiles? How might their approach change, depending upon 
their audience?


- The sort of confrontation described in Acts 13:6-11 is rare in churches like 
ours. Why? What does this rarity say about us? What do we need to learn 
from Paul and Barnabas?


- If you are a Christian, think back: how did God work in your life to lead you to 
the faith you have now? What events, conversations, circumstances, etc., 
were pivotal? 


- Why do you think miraculous events attract some to Christ and yet are 
ineffective with others? 
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Acts 13:13-49, “Antioch of Pisidia” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 13:13-49 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 13:1-12 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Paul and Barnabas’s visit to the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch in Acts 
13:13-15 [5 minutes]. 

- The scene moves north from Cyprus (see map below): Perga, then another 
Antioch


- Some records: 16-17 different cities named Antioch in Roman Empire

- John Mark leaves and returns to Jerusalem (remember this for later in Acts)

- Go to synagogue; as visiting teachers, asked to say a few words

- Paul and Barnabas target the local synagogue as their first stop in Pisidian 

Antioch. Why do you think they did so? What advantages do they have in 
communicating with a synagogue crowd versus a purely Gentile crowd? What 
disadvantages? 


4. Discuss Paul’s sermon at the synagogue in Acts 13:16-41 [20 minutes]. 
- Perhaps the longest example of Paul’s public preaching in Acts

- Identifies his audience (Jews and God-fearing Gentiles), then move through a 

clear plot

- First walks through the story of the Old Testament (appropriate for Jews!)

- Then make the connection with Jesus in the line of David and the Messiah

- Next, tells the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, connecting it to 

prophecy

- Concludes with a call to respond in faith for forgiveness and for being 

declared in right standing with God

- Helpful to compare this sermon with his sermon to the Athenians in Acts 

17:16-34

- Paul is careful to tell the Old Testament story here. Why is it good to do so in 

this particular instance? How does the Old Testament connect with the New 
Testament, according to Paul?


- How is the work of Jesus described here by Paul? What does Jesus provide 
that first century Judaism can’t? That modern American life can’t? Why do we 
need Jesus?


- Some people today say to talk about forgiveness of sin is useless because no 
one believes they are sinners. Agree or disagree? How is forgiveness of sin 
interwoven with the gospel? How can we talk about Jesus and forgiveness in 
today’s culture?


Sent by Love—Part 1: A Study of Acts 1-14, 47



5. Discuss the response to Paul’s sermon in Acts 13:42-49 (10 minutes). 
- Positive response to the gospel proclamation: come back next week!

- Words of discipleship and training? “… continue to rely upon the grace of 

God” (v. 43)

- The focus upon the Gentiles becomes clearer 

- Do presentations of the gospel always result in conversions? Why or why not? 

What can we count on always happening whenever the gospel is presented? 
Why do you think Paul hits a home run (or at least a triple) in this case?


- How significant is the counsel to “continue to rely upon the grace of God”? 
How do Christians sometimes rely upon their own efforts? How can we live by 
grace as we are saved by grace?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 13:13-49 and discuss the 
following: 

- Remind one another about Acts 13:1-12 and how it sets up Acts 13:13-49.

- Paul and Barnabas target the local synagogue as their first stop in Pisidian 

Antioch. Why do you think they did so? What advantages do they have in 
communicating with a synagogue crowd versus a purely Gentile crowd? What 
disadvantages? 


- Paul is careful to tell the Old Testament story here. Why is it good to do so in 
this particular instance? How does the Old Testament connect with the New 
Testament, according to Paul?


- How is the work of Jesus described here by Paul? What does Jesus provide 
that first century Judaism can’t? That modern American life can’t? Why do we 
need Jesus?


- Some people today say to talk about forgiveness of sin is useless because no 
one believes they are sinners. Agree or disagree? How is forgiveness of sin 
interwoven with the gospel? How can we talk about Jesus and forgiveness in 
today’s culture?


- Do presentations of the gospel always result in conversions? Why or why not? 
What can we count on always happening whenever the gospel is presented? 
Why do you think Paul hits a home run (or at least a triple) in this case?


- How significant is the counsel to “continue to rely upon the grace of God”? 
How do Christians sometimes rely upon their own efforts? How can we live by 
grace as we are saved by grace?  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Acts 13:50—Acts 14:7, “Iconium” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 13:50—14:7 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 13:13-49 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Paul and Barnabas being run out of Pisidian Antioch in Acts 13:50-52 
[10 minutes]. 

- Mob incited to run Paul and Barnabas out of Pisidian Antioch

- Interesting mob: “influential religious women” (13:50 NLT) along with city 

leaders

- Sign of rejection from the Gospels: shake the dust off your feet (example: 

Matthew 10:14)

- Note the filling of joy and the Holy Spirit in the Pisidian Antioch Christians in 

the midst of persecution 

- Sometimes God’s blessings come in the midst of challenge and struggle, as 

with the Pisidian Antioch Christians. When have you been blessed in the 
midst of great travail and difficulty in your life? What has stayed with you from 
that experience?


4. Discuss Paul and Barnabas’s approach in Iconium in Acts 14:1-3 [15 minutes]. 
- Meant to note a trend is developing, not just in method but in result: great 

success coupled with great persecution 
- Paul and Barnabas go to the synagogue preach with such power that both 

Jews and Gentiles respond (since they’re in the synagogue, Gentiles probably 
God-fearers)


- Other Jews reject and speak against the Way

- But still others respond, especially in light of miraculous signs and wonders

- Paul and Barnabas stay “a long time” (v. 3) despite the opposition they 

receive; don’t know exactly how much time “a long time” means

- Why does the sharing of the gospel bring both inspirational success and great 

opposition? How can we respond faithfully to the success? How can we stay 
strong despite the opposition?


- Paul and Barnabas show significant commitment to the people of Iconium. 
How is this level of commitment connected to the power of the gospel? 


- When have you been the beneficiary of someone’s significant commitment to 
you in Christ? When have you been strongly committed to someone else 
through Christ? Tell a little bit about both experiences.


5. Discuss the response to Paul and Barnabas’s ministry in Acts 14:4-7 (10 
minutes). 
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- A city divided: some support Paul and Barnabas, others do not

- This time Paul and Barnabas get advance warning of coming violence

- Flee to new cities in the area of Lycaonia, specifically the towns of Lystra and 

Derbe (see the map on the last page of these Teaching Helps)

- Does opposition stop Paul and Barnabas? No! Continue to proclaim the good 

news of Jesus despite the troubles in Pisidian Antioch and Iconium

- Paul and Barnabas keep on serving and bearing witness. What gives them 

this power and perseverance? Read Galatians 5:22-23. What fruit are being 
revealed in Paul and Barnabas’s lives? What fruit do we need to cultivate with 
the Spirit’s help?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 13:50—14:7 and discuss the 
following: 

- Talk about how Acts 13:1-43 leads naturally into Acts 13:50—14:7. What 
common events and themes do you see?


- Use the map supplied (last page of the Teaching Helps) and talk about Paul 
and Barnabas’ travel thus far.


- Describe the plot of 13:50—14:7. How does it develop? Where is it going?

- In a patriarchal society, why would the mob in Pisidian Antioch consist of both 

city leaders and influential women? What do you think this says about the 
opposition to Paul and Barnabas?


- Sometimes God’s blessings come in the midst of challenge and struggle, as 
with the Pisidian Antioch Christians. When have you been blessed in the 
midst of great travail and difficulty in your life? What has stayed with you from 
that experience?


- Why does the sharing of the gospel bring both inspirational success and great 
opposition? How can we respond faithfully to the success? How can we stay 
strong despite the opposition?


- Paul and Barnabas show significant commitment to the people of Iconium. 
How is this level of commitment connected to the power of the gospel? 


- When have you been the beneficiary of someone’s significant commitment to 
you in Christ? When have you been strongly committed to someone else 
through Christ? Tell a little bit about both experiences.


- Paul and Barnabas keep on serving and bearing witness. What gives them 
this power and perseverance? Read Galatians 5:22-23. What fruit are being 
revealed in Paul and Barnabas’s lives? What fruit do we need to cultivate with 
the Spirit’s help? 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Acts 14:8-28, “In Lystra and Derbe” 

OUTLINE 
1. Greet one another, begin with prayer, and read Acts 14:8-28 [5 minutes]. 
2. Remind the class about the events of Acts 13:1 to 14:7 [5 minutes]. 
3. Discuss Paul and Barnabas’s healing in Acts 14:8-13 [10 minutes]. 

- No mention of going to the synagogue

- A stunning miracle takes place: Paul heals a man who has never walked

- Paul follows his inclination and the guiding of the Spirit; discerns the man is 

ready to be healed

- Think Paul & Barnabas are Greco-Roman gods come to life: Paul is Hermes 

(because he does the talking as the messenger god); Barnabas is Zeus

- City worships them and prepares to offer sacrifices to them, as this city 

considers Zeus its main deity with the temple just outside of town

- Common for cities in the Roman Empire to focus on one of the gods as its 

special deity

- How are many people in our day confused about who God is? What are 

helpful ways to provide good information to clear up confusion?

4. Discuss Paul and Barnabas’s response in Acts 14:14-20 [10 minutes]. 

- Tear their clothes (time-honored act of lament) and shout in dismay: Not gods, 
but people just like you who have come to bring Good News!


- Preach about God’s grace through the only true, living God; still difficult to 
keep the people from offering sacrifices to them


- Then opponents from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium, their two previous stops, 
arrive and persuade the townspeople to attack Paul


- Appearing to be dead, Paul is dragged out of town; as disciples gather 
around him, he revives and goes with Barnabas (Luke gives few details about 
what appears to be miraculous recovery)


- How does God’s grace reveal itself to people today? Inside the church? 
Outside the church? Why is this helpful to know?


- The persistent opposition, to the point of people coming from cities in which 
Paul and Barnabas had previously ministered, had to be discouraging for 
them. How do you think they coped with their continuing challenges? What 
can we take from this to help with our own continuing challenges? 


5. Discuss the continued missionary work in Acts 14:21-28 (15 minutes). 
- Luke provides a summary report of the continuing work in Derbe, Lystra, 

Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch

- Paul and Barnabas return to each city and do two things: encourage the 

believers in the midst of suffering, and appoint elders for each congregation
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- Going to the coast, they stop in Perga and Attalia, in region of Pamphylia

- Return to Antioch of Syria and give a report, rest, and recuperate for “a long 

time” (v. 28, NLT) from the rigors of their 1st missionary journey

- “Luke would not know what to make of a church no longer in the business of 

making more disciples. While the mission of the church is more than growth, it 
is not something other than growth. It is certainly not decline. We live in the 
gracious interim for witness (Acts 1:8). In Luke-Acts, any church bold enough 
to preach the Word, which dares to challenge the cultural status quo, which 
refuses to accept present political arrangements as eternally given, which is 
convinced of the truth of its message, which is willing to suffer for the truth 
will grow. God give growth to such churches.” (William Willimon, Acts, p. 
127-128)


- How do Paul and Barnabas support and develop Christians in the churches 
they started? Why is this support and development necessary? How can we 
adapt what Paul and Barnabas do for our congregation?


- Suffering continues to be an ongoing theme as the church grows in Acts. How 
is suffering present in your life now? How can we help one another through 
the suffering we experience?


6. Close in prayer. 

QUESTIONS 
After starting your small group with prayer, read Acts 14:8-28 and discuss the 
following: 

- Talk about about how Acts 13:50—14:7 moves toward Acts 14:8-28.

- What strikes you about Paul and Barnabas not using their established 

methodology and going to the synagogue? What can we learn from this?

- How are many people in our day confused about who God is? What are 

helpful ways to provide good information?

- How does God’s grace reveal itself to people today? Inside the church? 

Outside the church? Why is this helpful to know?

- The persistent opposition, to the point of people coming from cities in which 

Paul and Barnabas had previously ministered, had to be discouraging for 
them. How do you think they coped with their continuing challenges? What 
can we take from this to help with our own continuing challenges? 


- How do Paul and Barnabas support and develop Christians in the churches 
they started? Why is this support and development necessary? How can we 
adapt what Paul and Barnabas do for our congregation?


- Suffering continues to be an ongoing theme as the church grows in Acts. How 
is suffering present in your life now? How can we help one another through 
the suffering we experience?
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