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How does the scheduling of the sermon series work? I’m confused.
During Lent, Pastor Alf is focusing on Holy Week through the Gospel of Mark, starting with the origi-
nal Palm Sunday and going through the original Easter Sunday. This means the “Palm Sunday” sermon 
starting the series, from Mark 11.1-11, isn’t preached on our Palm Sunday, but rather on our 1st Sunday in 
Lent, February 26. Correspondingly, the next day, Monday, when Jesus clears out the Temple, is preached 
on the 2nd Sunday in Lent, March 5, and so on. Two sermons are drawn from Wednesday and Thursday 
each, with the sermon on the Last Supper scheduled for April 2, our Palm Sunday. Clear as water or still 
clear as mud? Just work through the Table of Contents with the day of the week in Jesus’s life, the assigned 
Mark passage, and the actual sermon date, and you’ll be fine.

What’s up with the method of study this time?
This year’s Lenten study follows a simple four-step template for each passage:
• Step 1: Read the passage in at least three different translations.
• Step 2: What Does the Passage Say?
• Step 3: What Does the Passage Mean?
• Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond?

Wait a minute: Why should I read the passage in three different translations?
The New Testament’s original language is common (not classical) Greek written in the first century A.D. 
But few of us are conversant. So reading different English translations is one of the best ways for us to get 
some sense of how the original Greek frames our passage without actually knowing the language. You can 
compare how the different translations each express the words, sentences, and concepts of your passage, 
and thus get helpful hints you’ll need as you work toward understanding the Scriptures. The suggested 
translations are English Standard Version (ESV), New International Version (NIV), and New Living 
Translation (NLT). While many have access to a multitude of translations on their smartphones, some 
do not have this option. If you do not have either ESV, NIV, or NLT, then please substitute with what is 
available to you.

Can I use this guide for my personal study?
Of course! Simply work through the materials in rhythm with Pastor Alf ’s sermon series. The particular 
rhythm is up to you. Some prefer to study before they hear the sermon on the passage studied. Others 
enjoy to study after they have heard the sermon. Regardless, dedicate a specific day, time, and place to the 
study. Of course, use your Bible. Other resources, like commentaries, may help you as well (see below). 
Most studies should take approximately one hour to complete, but this varies quite widely with the per-
son. Start and end your study times with prayer. 

How can I use this guide for group study?
Prepare as you would for personal study (see above). Then bring your guide to the group or class. A small 
group usually has someone who will facilitate discussion. When the facilitator asks for your response, 
please respond! Ideally everyone in a group will have many opportunities to speak, even as everyone does 
not have to respond to every question every time. If the group members are unfamiliar with one another, 
it’s helpful to have a time of introduction during the first meeting. Everyone sharing their names, con-
nection with MDPC, and something like “What has been good news for you in the past seven days?” will 
begin to break the ice. Don’t forget to pray as you start and as you conclude. Finally, the group may need 
to choose what studies to use, since there are nine total studies, yet only six weeks in Lent. One way for-
ward is to choose only the Sunday passages, studies #1-6 or #1-6 and 9. Another way is to combine some 
studies, like #6-8 into one meeting. Still another is to continue meeting into the Easter season and cover 
them all. Your choice!
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How closely does this study correlate with Pastor Alf’s Lenten sermon series?
We describe this study as “inspired by” Pastor Alf ’s sermon series. So it’s not a slavish repetition of what 
Pastor Alf is proclaiming. What would be the fun in that? Instead, this study seeks to help you dive a little 
deeper into the Scripture Pastor Alf uses in his Lenten sermons.

Do I need to write my responses to the questions? I hate writing!
Please do so if you’re able. When the instructions say to write, remember you aren’t preparing themes for 
your high school or college English instructor. Writing can be helpful even though you’re not writing for 
a grade! It is through writing we often bring clarity to our thoughts. Taking the time to express yourself, 
especially as you develop and condense your response for the space available, can be quite beneficial.

And while I’m at it, why do the questions repeat themselves?
In part, we are attempting to establish habits in both personal and group study through these questions. 
Properly answered, these questions help to provide the basic stuff any student of Scripture needs in order 
to interpret the passage well. The framework used for gathering this information doesn’t change from 
passage to passage. (In fact, you can employ this four-step template for studying any passage in the Bible. 
Give it a try!) Your responses, however, should and will change with every new passage you study. If you’re 
looking for variety in your study, that’s where it comes from.

What larger class is using this material?
While some Sunday morning classes and weekday groups may and will use this study at their choosing, 
the “Building Your Faith” Class, meeting in the Amphitheater every Sunday morning at both 9:45 and 
11:15 a.m. (pick one), will follow this study during Lent. This class is great for long-time MDPC members 
and first-time guests as well. No class roll, but plenty of donut holes! While BYF is too large to function 
like a small group, participants will benefit greatly from working through the study guide in advance as 
the teacher works through the passages. Clay Brown, MDPC Adult Discipleship Pastor, is the prima-
ry teacher, but other pastors and seminary-trained staff members teach as well. You can reach Clay at 
cbrown@mdpc.org.

What commentaries do you recommend on the Gospel of Mark?
There are a large number of commentaries published on the Gospel of Mark. Some are quite specialized 
and academic. Five commentaries non-specialist, non-academic readers have found helpful are:
• Mark for Everyone by N. T. Wright
• Mark: NIV Application Commentary by David Garland
• Mark: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries by Eckhard Schnabel
• Teach the Text: Mark by Grant Osborne
• Mark for You by Jason Meyer
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The Week that Changed the World
Palm Sunday | Mark 11.1-11 | Sermon for 2.26.23 (1st Sunday in Lent)

Step 1: Read Mark 11.1-11 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 11.1-11 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. 
You look up definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and 
how they’re structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal import-
ant relationships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what 
seems either clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 11.1-11? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 11.1-11 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 11.1-11? Describe briefly how they shed light on the pas-
sage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 11.1-11? Why?

How does Mark 11.1-11 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 11.1-11.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 11.1-11?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 11.1-11 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How 
will I begin to implement it this week?
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The Week that Changed the World
Monday | Mark 11.12-19 | Sermon for 3.5.23 (2nd Sunday in Lent)

Step 1: Read Mark 11.12-19 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 11.12-19 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. 
You look up definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and 
how they’re structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal import-
ant relationships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what 
seems either clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 11.12-19? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 11.12-19 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 11.12-19? Describe briefly how they shed light on the 
passage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 11.12-19? Why?

How does Mark 11.12-19 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 11.12-19.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 11.12-19?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the 
passage for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think 
or to feel, and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 11.12-19 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How 
will I begin to implement it this week?
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The Week that Changed the World
Tuesday | Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17 | Sermon for 3.12.23 (3rd Sunday in Lent)

Step 1: Read Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17 in at least three translations, such as ESV,
NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? When? Where? 
Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. You look up 
definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and how they’re 
structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal important relation-
ships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what seems either 
clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17? Mention at least three things that seem especially 
helpful or significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17? Describe briefly how they shed light 
on the passage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17? Why?

How does Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 11.27-33 & 
12.13-17.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 11.27-33 & 12.13-17 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a 
result? How will I begin to implement it this week?

The Week that Changed the World Page 10



The Week that Changed the World
Wednesday | Mark 14.3-9 | Sermon for 3.26.23 (5th Sunday in Lent)

Step 1: Read Mark 14.3-9 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 14.3-9 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? When? Where? 
Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. You look up 
definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and how they’re 
structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal important relation-
ships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what seems either 
clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 14.3-9? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 14.3-9 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 14.3-9? Describe briefly how they shed light on the pas-
sage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 14.3-9? Why?

How does Mark 14.3-9 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 14.3-9.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 14.3-9?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 14.3-9 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How will 
I begin to implement it this week?
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The Week that Changed the World
Wednesday | Mark 14.10-11 | Sermon for 3.19.23 (4th Sunday in Lent)

Step 1: Read Mark 14.10-11 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 14.10-11 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. 
You look up definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and 
how they’re structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal import-
ant relationships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what 
seems either clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 14.10-11? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 14.10-11 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 14.10-11? Describe briefly how they shed light on the 
passage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 14.10-11? Why?

How does Mark 14.10-11 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 14.10-11.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 14.10-11?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 14.10-11 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How 
will I begin to implement it this week?
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Thursday | Mark 14.12-31 | Sermon for 4.2.23 (Palm Sunday)

Step 1: Read Mark 14.12-31 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 14.12-31 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? When? Where? 
Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. You look up 
definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and how they’re 
structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal important relation-
ships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what seems either 
clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 14.12-31? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 14.12-31 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 14.12-31? Describe briefly how they shed light on the 
passage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 14.12-31? Why?

How does Mark 14.12-31 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 14.12-31.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 14.12-31?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 14.12-31 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How 
will I begin to implement it this week?
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The Week that Changed the World
Thursday | Mark 14.32-72 | Sermon for 4.6.23 (Maundy Thursday)

Step 1: Read Mark 14.32-72 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 14.32-72 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. 
You look up definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and 
how they’re structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal import-
ant relationships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what 
seems either clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 14.32-72? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 14.32-72 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 14.32-72? Describe briefly how they shed light on the 
passage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 14.32-72? Why?

How does Mark 14.32-72 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 14.32-72.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 14.32-72?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 14.32-72 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How 
will I begin to implement it this week?
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The Week that Changed the World
Good Friday | Mark 15.16-41 | Sermon for 4.7.23 (Good Friday)

Step 1: Read Mark 15.16-41 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 15.16-41 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. 
You look up definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and 
how they’re structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal import-
ant relationships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what 
seems either clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 15.16-41? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 15.16-41 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 

Page 19 The Week that Changed the World



What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 15.16-41? Describe briefly how they shed light on the 
passage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 15.16-41? Why?

How does Mark 15.16-41 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 15.16-41.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 15.16-41?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 15.16-41 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How 
will I begin to implement it this week?
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9STUDY

The Week that Changed the World
Easter Sunday | Mark 16.1-8 | Sermon for 4.9.23 (Easter)

Step 1: Read Mark 16.1-8 in at least three translations, such as ESV, NIV, and NLT.

Step 2: What Does Mark 16.1-8 Say?
You pray for God’s direction. Then you ask a lot of questions. You figure out “Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How?” You note repeated words or terms because repetition may indicate importance. 
You look up definitions. You notice the literary style of the passage. You see the flow of events or thoughts and 
how they’re structured. You look for key transitional words like “if… then” and “therefore” that signal import-
ant relationships. You check for cause-and-effect, questions-and-answers, and other clues. You notice what 
seems either clear or unclear to you and study further.

What jumps out at you as you read from the different translations? Differences? Similarities? Surprises? Things 
to explore?

What else stands out to you from Mark 16.1-8? Mention at least three things that seem especially helpful or 
significant to you, and include a brief word about why.

1.

2.

3.

Step 3: What Does Mark 16.1-8 Mean?
You pray for God’s guidance. You start answering your questions. You put phrases, sentences, events, and ideas 
in sequence and relationship. You look at the style and the context (before and after the passage). You examine 
what the author’s original intent, goal, or desire may have been in writing. You “let Scripture interpret Scrip-
ture” through examining other passages connected with this passage. You think about how the passage fits in 
the overarching Scriptural story. You investigate the passage’s cultural and historical aspects. You paraphrase 
the passage in light of your study. You read how others have interpreted the passage via commentaries. 
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What happens immediately before and immediately following this passage in Mark?

What other Scriptures help you to understand Mark 16.1-8? Describe briefly how they shed light on the pas-
sage.

What is the central or core teaching for Mark 16.1-8? Why?

How does Mark 16.1-8 connect in the “big picture” of Scripture’s overarching Story?

Describe at least one way in which you see Jesus and the gospel more clearly because of Mark 16.1-8.

Step 4: How Does God Want Me to Respond to Mark 16.1-8?
You pray for God’s empowerment. You have been examining Scripture; now Scripture examines you. You 
consider what you have learned through your study about God; the gospel; Christian doctrine and practice; 
relationships with others; and your inner life. Then you ask questions like: “Now that I know this, how do I 
respond? What is the undeniable result of the truth I discovered?” You ponder the implications of the passage 
for your daily life. You note that not all passages lead you to act, for some passages lead you to think or to feel, 
and reflect upon what God has in mind for you. 

What is one implication of Mark 16.1-8 for my daily life? What will be different in my life as a result? How will 
I begin to implement it this week?
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