
Come tour the phenomenal research library, 
containing an original Dead Sea Scroll 

fragment (not a facsimile) and collection of an-
cient artifacts that range from Iron Age pottery 
to Roman currency. Adjacent to the library is 
the Stone Chapel, a replica of a 500 A.D. Byz-
antine chapel. After our tour, we will enjoy an 
Italian lunch at Campioni Restaurant nearby. 

Thursday, April 20 (Not our usual Wed date)
9:00am Board Bus at MDPC • Return 1:30pm
RSVP to Tammy Allyn by Wed, April 12: 
832-816-6254 or uwphoto.2@sbcglobal.net

Lanier Theological Library
With Lunch at Campioni Restaurant

Presented by  
Venturers at MDPC

Stories from Texas History 
Speaker Judge Ken Wise

Native Houstonian Judge Ken Wise can trace 
his ancestry back to the Republic of Texas 

in 1836. He has studied Texas history since his 
youth and has a tremendous passion for the sto-
ries and values that built Texas. A teacher and 
speaker at the college level, Judge Wise is in wide 
demand for his historical insight talks.

Monday, April 3
6:00pm Social Hour • 7:00 Dinner / Program
Fratelli’s Ristorante (1330 Wirt Road, 77055)
RSVP to Connie Whelchel:  
connie2whelchel@gmail.com or 713-785-7701
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Sun, April 30 • 7:30pm
We have 18 tickets for To Kill a Mockingbird at the 
Hobby Center! Tickets are $70, which includes a 
bus ride from MDPC (departs 6:00pm).
In May, we will meet for Happy Hour at Kirby 
Ice House. In June, we’ll go out for a Dutch Treat 
dinner. Details coming soon! 
To join our mailing list and have event details 
sent to your inbox, email Betsy Chalmers at   
betsychalmersfarver@gmail.com. 

FELLOWSHIPMDPC

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
11612 Memorial Drive, 77024 • Houston 77024

Join us for Broadway at The Hobby Center 
for a sold-out performance of To Kill A Mockingbird.

Sunday, April 30, 7:30pm
We have 18 (mezzanine level) seats. Receipt of check to MDPC Encore Fellowship  

of $70 per person by Saturday, April 22 is your non-refundable reservation.  
Mail checks to: Betsy Chalmers: 12202 Taylorcrest Rd. • Houston, TX 77024

Arrive at MDPC at 5:45pm. Bus leaves at 6:00.  
We’ll socialize in the mezzanine lobby at intermission.

Questions? Contact betsychalmersfarver@gmail.com  

mailto:uwphoto.2@sbcglobal.net
mailto:betsychalmersfarver@gmail.com


President’s Message
Those of you who 
missed Steven 
Fenley’s portray-
al of select C.S. 
Lewis works at 
our March meet-
ing missed a real 
treat! A real pro-

fessional reenacting several parts of 
Lewis’s books! 
Coming up is Judge Ken Wise who 
will give us an interesting story from 
Texas History. To get an idea of the 
fascinating segments he tells about, 
check out his podcast, Wise About 
Texas, and come join us on April 3. 
Congratulations to the newly elected 
officers for 2023-2024 who will take 
office after our May meeting:
President: Toby Mattox
VP Programs: Jim Taylor
VP Arrangements: Paul Whelchel
VP Dinner Reservations: Tamara Ham
VP Communications: Carol Ann Shipp
Secretary: Cindy Cochran
Treasurer: Oliver Aldrich
Continuing in their roles will be 
Connie Whelchel (Membership), 
Mary Card (Hospitality), and Cin-
dy Cochran and Jan Tomlinson 
(Christmas Party).
Your Venturers President 2022-2023
Bart Henson

MDPC Senior Adults seniors.mdpc.org April 2023

Do Not Settle for Simply Reading... 
Dr. Clay Brown, Adult Discipleship Pastor

Bible reading and study is a core component 
of following Jesus, I think. Especially today 
when you can find multiple translations on 
your smart phone, tablet, laptop, or desktop 
computer in a heartbeat. There is simply little 
excuse, barring concerns of vision or health, 

for not taking advantage of all the opportunities.
But how? “I’m a Presbyterian,” you tell me, “so I need a plan to 
use, a process to follow.” Indeed, we Presbyterians are noted for 
our devotion to plans and processes. So we are fortunate there is 
a marvelous template for reading, studying, and reflecting upon 
any passage of Scripture you come across.  It can be summed up 
through three questions you seek to answer about your passage:
1. What does it say?
2. What does it mean?
3. How does God want me to respond?
“What does it say?” focuses on observation. You ask a lot of 
questions. What stands out to you? What seems especially im-
portant? Answer the journalistic questions of who, what, when, 
where, why, and how. Figure out the flow of the plot, argument, 
or song. Notice key words like “therefore” and “if…then.”
“What does it mean?” focuses on interpretation. You start to 
answer your questions. Put words, phrases, sentences, events, 
and ideas in connection with one another. See the context by 
examining the passages before and after your passage. Explore 
some of the history and culture related to the passage. Discover 
what other passages might say about your passage through a 
concordance. Discern what seems to be the core teaching and 
how your passage helps you to see the gospel more clearly.
“How does God want me to respond?” focuses on the impli-
cations of your prior observation and interpretation. You ask 
questions like “Now that I know this, what do I do?” and “What 
is the undeniable result of the truth I have discovered?” Remem-
ber that not all passages lead you to act; some lead you to think 
or to feel. But your study results not just in more knowledge, but 
in at least one implication of the passage’s truth and teaching 
for your daily life.

You can use this template with any 
passage of Scripture. Try it. Do not 
settle for reading books about the Bi-
ble, but read, study, and reflect upon 
the Bible itself. You will be amazed 
at what God can and will do in you.


