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into God’s good graces. Thus in v. 22, Jesus notes the response of those who believed that their works would
save them. Doing mighty works in God’s name while not humbly submitting our lives to the Lordship of Christ

1s a non-starter.

When we talk about the relationship between good works and salvation, our sinful human understanding tends
to always come back to some form of works of righteousness. It simply does not make sense to us that salvation
would be a free gift given to the undeserving. This seems too good to be true. We often look at people who do
many wonderful things but do not know Christ and wonder if somehow by their good deeds, God will be

gracious to them.

This portion of the Sermon on the Mount seems to rule that out. While I cannot claim to know the full counsel
of God, the text makes it clear that it is not what we do that matters, but who we know and are known by. As
previously noted, when we abide in Christ, good deeds (fruit) will come naturally. However, our “good deeds”
generated by our own will are not judged by God as good fruit. Our works do not earn us a relationship with
God. Only in Christ, while still undeserving, are we restored to a right relationship with God. Only then will
Jesus acknowledge before His Father that He knows us.
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Why do you think we struggle to understand the relationship between works and our relationship with God?



