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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK . . .         by Rev. Dr. Vonda Batts, 

                                                                             Executive Minister (MPBC) 

  
(Joshua 1:9) (NKJV) 

 
Our theme, “Stepping Forward in Faith,” reminds us that God often 

calls His people to move before we see the full picture. In Joshua 1:9 
(NKJV), the Lord declares: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.” These words are both a promise and 
a charge. As a church family, we are reminded that stepping forward 
requires courage, obedience, and trust in the One who walks with us 
every step of the way. 

As we began the year, our congregation paused to honor the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. During our celebration on January 
18, we were blessed by a powerful testimonial video from Sister Eloise 
Clarke, who shared what Dr. King’s witness and leadership have meant 
to her and the profound impact his life has had on her journey of faith. 
The celebration also included a moving tribute video that reminded us 
that the struggle for justice, dignity, and love continues—and that 
people of faith must always be willing to step forward with courage. 

In February, we moved boldly into Black History Month, aligning 
our observance with our annual theme. Under Pastor Johnson’s 
leadership, we embarked on a powerful month-long journey that 
honored our heritage while preparing us for the future God is calling us 
to build. Each Sunday featured a testimonial video highlighting a “living 
legend” within our congregation—faithful servants whose lives bear 
witness to God’s sustaining grace. We were inspired by the stories of 
Trustee Norman Johnson, Sister Aaronita Brown, Trustee Tyrone 
Bradley, and Trustee Ian Tomlinson, each sharing how God has carried 
them through seasons of challenge, growth, and victory. 

Throughout the month, we explored four areas of growth—each 
representing a step forward rooted in faith, resilience, and the legacy of 
those who came before us: 

• Week of February 1 — Faith: Stepping Forward Spiritually 
• Week of February 8 — Finance: Stepping Forward 

Economically 
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9 “Have I not commanded you? 

Be strong and of good courage; 

do not be afraid, nor be 

dismayed, for the Lord your 

God is with you wherever you 

go.”  

 

(Joshua 1:9) (NKJV) 
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Visit our website at www.mtpleasantbc.org to 

stay connected. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MPBC Connect 

• Week of February 15 — Food: Stepping 
Forward in Fellowship 

• Week of February 22 — Mental Fitness: 
Stepping Forward in Wholeness 

This month was more than a reflection on the 
past—it was a movement toward the future. It was 
more than a celebration—it was a call to action for 
each of us to walk boldly in the purpose God has 
set before us. 

Our spiritual journey continued as the church 
entered a sacred season of 21 Days of Prayer and 
Fasting, beginning on Ash Wednesday and 
concluding on March 10. Each morning at 6:30 
a.m., members gathered for a brief but powerful 
time of prayer led by the ministers of Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church. God moved in undeniable 
ways during this consecrated time. Hearts were 
encouraged, faith was strengthened, and our sense 
of unity as a church family deepened. With an 
average of 38 participants—and as many as 48 on 
some mornings—it was clear that there is a 
spiritual hunger among God’s people to seek His 
presence and guidance. 

We also celebrate that Pastor Johnson and the 
Know the Truth Ministries recently embarked on a 
mission journey to South Africa, continuing the 
work of sharing the Gospel and building 
connections beyond our local community. We pray 
for God's continued blessing and impact upon this 
important ministry. 

Now, as we move forward into the Easter 
season, Pastor Johnson is preparing a powerful 
series of messages under the theme “The Road to 
Calvary.” On March 15, we heard “The Table That 
Transformed Everything” from Luke 22:14–20, 
followed on March 22 by “The Cross That 
Changed Everything” from John 19:16–30. On 
Palm Sunday, March 29, we will celebrate 
Missionary Day, with the message brought by Rev. 
Joyce Howard. 

Finally, we invite our entire church family to 
gather in great expectation on Easter Sunday, April 
5, as we celebrate the risen Savior. Let us come 
ready to worship with joy, to rejoice in the victory 
of the Resurrection, and to be renewed in the hope 
that because Christ lives, we too can step forward 
in faith, courage, and purpose. 

Mount Pleasant, the Lord continues to lead us 
forward. May we remain strong and courageous, 
trusting that wherever God calls us to go, He is 
already there. 
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Tomorrow’s Way 
Contributed By Sister Anita Johnson (MPBC) 

 

I know not if tomorrow’s way 

 Be steep or rough; 

But when His hand is guiding me, 

 That is enough. 

And so, although the veil has hid 

   Tomorrow’s way, 

I walk with perfect faith and trust, 

   Through each today. 

 

The love of God has hung a veil 

    Around tomorrow. 

That we may not its beauty see 

   Nor trouble borrow. 

But, oh, ‘tis sweeter far, to trust 

  His unseen hand, 

And know that all the paths of life, 

   His wisdom planned.  

 

                                     ~Author Unknown 

 

 

 

 

Faith 
Contributed By Sister Anita Johnson (MPBC) 

 

Faith looks across the storm – 

It does not doubt 

Or stop to look at clouds 

    And things without.  

 

Faith does not question why 

When all His ways 

Are hard to understand, 

     But trusts and prays. 

 

It seeks the greatest gift 

 And asks not sight; 

It does not need to see – 

     He is its light. 

 

Above the tempest’s roar 

  It hears His voice; 

And, with its hands in His, 

     Faith can rejoice. 

 

It fears no cloud, or wind 

 That it can bring; 

Faith looks across the storm 

     And still can sing. 

 

                              ~Author Unknown 

 

 

 



 

MPBC Messenger  Page 4 of 12 Spring 2026, Vol. 40, No. 1 

 

 
 
 
 

       
 

 

  

Dear Ministry Member and Fellow Christian, 
 
Greetings to all! 
 
We pray that all is well. Please know we are here for you. We ask for your continued prayers and 
thank you for your continued support. We need you! If your address and/or other pertinent 
information has changed, please send Sister Anita Johnson, MPBC Church Clerk, an email to 
clerk@mtpleasantbc.org.  
 
A virtual meeting will be scheduled to discuss the calendar of events for our CCM for 2026. 
Activities suggestions are welcomed. Also, a MPBC Pictorial Directory will be published in 2026. 
Look for future church announcements to schedule your photo session. If you do not want your 
picture, name, address or phone number printed in the directory, please let us know. 
 
We want to extend a welcome to our new ministry members and greetings to ministry members who 
have celebrated and/or are celebrating a birthday, wedding anniversary, retirement or any other 
celebratory event in March, April and May. 
 
God bless you, continue to keep safe. 
 
Deacon Karl Henderson, Deaconess Karin Henderson, Deacon James Cook and Deaconess Marlene 

Fields; Ministerial Team: Minister Myra Cook. Minister Angela Sheppard, and 
Minister Jennifer Madison 

(Prince William/Stafford/Spotsylvania/Caroline Counties and Lorton (PWSSC&L) CCM) 
 

—Thought for the spring— 

 

“Where flowers bloom so does hope” – Lady Bird Johnson 

 

Theme: “Ministry on the Move” (Philippians 3:14) 
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“Stepping Forward in Faith” 

by Rev. Penni Ford (MPBC) 

 

“Be strong and courageous… for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  

(Joshua 1:9) (NIV) 

 

As the people of God, we all encounter seasons when we find ourselves standing at the edge of 

something new. Behind us may be a familiar place — routines we have grown comfortable with, 

challenges we have already survived, or even wilderness experiences that stretched our faith. Before us 

lies opportunity, growth, responsibility, and promise. 

When Joshua prepared to lead Israel into the Promised Land, God did not offer a gentle suggestion. He 

gave a clear command: Be strong and courageous. Joshua had never led a nation into battle on this 

scale. He was stepping into leadership after Moses. The weight of that assignment could have been 

overwhelming. Yet God anchored Joshua’s courage in one powerful truth — “for the Lord your God 

will be with you wherever you go.” 

That same assurance strengthens us today. 

There are moments when fear quietly tries to influence our decisions. It tells us to wait, to hesitate, or to 

stay where it feels safe. It questions whether we are prepared, qualified, or capable. But faith reminds us 

that our confidence is not built on our résumé, our resources, or our recognition. Our confidence is built 

on God’s presence. 

At Mount Pleasant, we are continually called to move forward — forward in ministry, forward in 

service, forward in spiritual maturity. Growth requires movement. Obedience requires action. We cannot 

embrace new blessings while holding tightly to old fears. 

Courage does not mean the absence of uncertainty. It means trusting God enough to move even when we 

do not see the full picture. When we take a step in faith, God provides strength for that step. When we 

accept the assignment He gives, He supplies the grace to fulfill it. 

Let this be a season where we choose faith over fear, commitment over comfort, and obedience over 

hesitation. The same God who instructed Joshua continues to speak to His people: Be strong. Be 

courageous. I am with you. 

🙏 Prayer 

Father, in Jesus’ name, we thank You for Your abiding presence. Strengthen our hearts, steady our steps, 

and help us to walk boldly in obedience. Remove fear, renew our confidence, and remind us that You 

are with us in every season. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=uxEJDbfw&id=2D63394F7CF00FC323810BA0217620ADB23E4C2C&thid=OIP.uxEJDbfwiomfsbz2SsZU-AHaFD&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cinemoms.com%2fBlastLogo_NoDots.jpg&exph=410&expw=600&q=Blast+Logo&simid=607987937608009641&selectedIndex=3
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MPBC News and Events 
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For more information on Fentanyl, go to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) website. 

 

 

  
 Ministry Opportunities 

Public Safety Alert 

Brightly-Colored Fentanyl Used to Target Young Americans. 
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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

 which God prepared beforehand …” 
          Ephesians 2:10 
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      Revised: March 2026 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY (CCM) by DEACON, DEACONESS, MINISTERIAL STAFF and ZIP CODE 
Pastor Carl Johnson: Deacons, Deaconesses and Family, Out of Town Members 

John White 
Kenneth and Rita Jackson 
Jerry and Rosie Brown 
Annette Colclough 
Marcia Gilbert-Gregory 
Rev. Dr. Vonda Batts 
Rev. Dwight Cokely 

Karl and Karin Henderson 
James Cook 
Marlene Fields 
Min. Myra Cook 
Min. Angela Sheppard 
Min. Jennifer Madison 

Jerald and Faye Stark 
Maurice Evans 
Gloria Giron 
Min. Stephanie Gillus 
Min. Leticia Watson 
Min. Eldred Williams 
Rev. Joyce Howard 

Carlton Brown  
Amanda Brown 
Allie Hollister 
Dalton Martin 
Min. Bonita Easter 
Min. Linda Hayes 
Min. Percell Spinner 

David Evans 
Michael and Sylvia Hardy 
Mattie Charles 
Tawanna Tillman 
Rev. Penni Ford  
Min. Henrietta Nelson 
Min. Antonio Rafael 

DC and Maryland 
All Zip Codes 

Prince Williams County 
(excluding Manassas and 
its independent cities) 
Lorton: 
22079, 22199 
Stafford, Spotsylvania, and 
Caroline Counties 

Centreville, Chantilly 
Manassas, Sterling 
Nokesville, Herndon 
Reston, Fauquier, Warren 
and Loudoun Counties 
Fairfax: 
22030, 22031, 22032, 
22033, 22037 
Vienna: 22180 

Alexandria: 
22312 

Ft. Belvoir: 
22060 
Alexandria: 
22301, 22302, 22303, 
22305, 22306, 22307 
22308, 22309, 22310, 
22313, 22314, 22315 

Barry Newsome 
Glenn Blackwell 
Tasha Brown 
La’ Tonia White 
Rev. Margaret Barr  
Rev. Chris White 
 

Edward Robinson  
Bryant and Jacqueline 
Black 
Barbara White  
Rev. Cornella Carter-Taylor 
Min. Khadeejah Honesty 
 

Robert Brooks 
Sherri Morgan 
Averil Tomlinson 
Rev. Brian Morgan 
Min. Mark Miller 
Min. Jackie Wrice 
Rev. Dr. Gerald Robinson 

James and Jean Watson 
Michael Wilson 
Sherry Allen 
Susie Taylor 
Rev. Jessie Reynolds 
Min. Derrik Allen 
 

Ronald Hampton 
Robert Smith 
Josephine Byrd 
Marilyn McPherson 
Karen White 
Min. Carl Hollister  
Min. Aleia Taylor Ellington 

Alexandria: 
22304, 22311 

Arlington: 
All Zip Codes 
22201, 22202, 22203 
22204, 22205, 22206 
22207, 22209, 22211, 
22212 

Burke: 22015 
Fairfax: 22039 
Springfield: 
22150, 22151, 22152 
22153 

Annandale: 
22003 
McLean 
Merrifield 

Falls Church and Bailey’s 
Crossroads: 
22041, 22042, 22043 
22044, 22046 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
6477 Lincolnia Road 
Alexandria, Virginia  22312 
(703) 256-1268 
Rev. Dr. Carl M. Johnson, Pastor 

 

 
 
 

   
 

MPBC Messenger Staff 
 
 

Karin Henderson Editor-in-Chief/ 

  Designer 

Eloise Clarke Editor 

Anita Johnson Editor 

Debbie Coles Church News Reporter    

Linda Hayes Staff Writer/Contributor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

email: secretary@mtpleasantbc.org 

web site: www.mtpleasantbc.org 

Submission of articles to the       — Please send articles via email attachment to: 

mpbcnewsletter@mtpleasantbc.org. 

Vision Statement 
“Building a vibrant, engaged faith community serving, growing, and transforming Lives.”  

(1 Peter 4:10–11)  

Mission Statement 
“To grow a congregation of believers committed to the ministry of Worship, Evangelism, Missions, 

Discipleship, Service, and Fellowship with a heart for Prayer, Bible Study, and the Great 
Commission.” (Matthew 28:19–20) 

Theme 
“Stepping Forward in Faith” (Joshua 1:9) 

VIRTUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 25, 2026 @ 5:00 PM 


