


What an amazing God we serve! Despite a culture that continues to careen to ever-
increasing levels of dysfunction and opposition to the Christian faith in many ways and 
places, what Jesus promised 2,000 years ago is still true today: “Now I say to you that you 
are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of 
hell will not conquer it,” (Matthew 16:18, NLT).  

And we have witnessed Jesus building His Church in powerful ways here at Riverside the 
past 12 months. In ways that are more than we can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20, NLT), 
we have watched our incredible Lord do what only He can do among us and through us.

By God’s amazing grace we continue to stay focused always on Jesus’ mission: to reach 
people and help them become fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ. I continue to share 
this same statement I have made in previous annual reports because it is still so true: 
While we are a community of people who have spiritually-defective DNA, we also have 
been and are being transformed, and we are empowered by Jesus to engage in His 
mission. He has a special delight when we as individuals and as a church embrace and 
participate in that which is the passion of His great heart: lost people matter to God, 
and He wants them found.

Staying focused on Jesus’ mission matters. It matters more than anything else.

And now God has opened a door for us that a year ago seemed closed. In early June 2023, 
we closed on the former Wright County Health and Human Services building in Buffalo. 
We have already started the demolition work, and a very aggressive construction plan 
that, God willing, will allow us to open this 3rd campus in March 2024…and hopefully, 
have Easter services there March 31, 2024! To God be the glory!

We praise the Lord for the faithful giving of Riversiders over the past decade which 
meant when this door reopened, we were able to take next steps immediately to take 
advantage of this opportunity. We have been able to purchase this property with cash, 
and God willing, we will be able to remodel this building with cash! That’s no small thing 
at any time, but especially when economic times are uncertain.

Our challenge now as a church is to give generously and sacrificially to ensure we are 
able to fully fund the operations/ministries of all 3 campuses in future years, and to 
rebuild our bank balance so we are ready when God opens the next door for us to pursue. 
Be sensitive to what God is saying to you about your next step of generosity.

As you read the through the summaries of what has happened the past 12 months, 
be sure to take a moment to thank and praise God for what He has done through you 
as part of Riverside. What you have done matters. For the lives changed because you 
invited, prayed, served, gave, and cared. And remember, every one of those numbers has 
a name, every name has a story, and every story matters to God. And to us! Celebrate 
with our ministry leaders as you discover success stories; thank them for their service 
and continue to pray for them as the new fiscal year begins. Pray for our Elders and 
leaders as we continue to lead and seek God’s will for Riverside. 
 



 • 124 people followed the Lord in water baptism

 • We welcomed 67 people into membership

 • Our average weekly attendance 7/1/22 - 6/25/23 (including our 
online experience) is 2,287 

 • In times of economic uncertainty, the Lord has again worked through 
His people here to help our church be financially strong and stable, 
and we received the greatest level of financial generosity through 
regular giving and almost $1 million in estate and special gifts ever in 
Riverside’s almost 92 years of existence!

 • WE ONCE AGAIN HAD THE JOY TO JOIN THE CELEBRATION IN 
HEAVEN FOR THE 910 (as of 6/22/23) MEN, WOMEN, STUDENTS, 
AND CHILDREN WHO TOLD US THEY SAID ‘YES!’ TO JESUS CHRIST 
AS THEIR LORD AND SAVIOR! 
This means more than two people every day for the past 12 months 
said ‘YES!’ to Jesus as Lord through the people and ministries of 
Riverside (sounds a lot like the first Church in Jerusalem, where we 
are told that, “And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those 
who were being saved,” Acts 2:47)! Praise the Lord for His wonderful 
love and amazing grace!

Thanks to everyone at Riverside who in these past 12 months has prayed 
for me and my family, encouraged me with a note, an email, a pat on the 
back, or even a hug. I know I say this every year, but you need to know  
these things mean more to me than you will ever realize. I am thankful 
for a godly and mission-focused board of Elders who care so much for 
our staff and entire church family. Gwen and I are grateful to the Lord 
for our small group and many others of you who care about us, pray for 
us, and demonstrate real love to us.

It has been my privilege to serve as your Senior Pastor for almost 20 
years (as of September 1), and I look forward to the next 12 months with 
joy and great anticipation! Together let’s continue to be an outward 
focused church that makes and multiplies passionate followers of Jesus.  

I love you, Riverside family. 
  
Because God does more than we can ask or think,



Dear Riverside Family,

Riverside Church has never had so many people worshipping every Sunday, serving in ministry, being a 
part of small groups, engaged in the grace of giving, and taking healthy next steps in its 90+ years of 
existence. Our in-person worship attendance is closing in on our pre-Covid levels at the Big Lake Campus 
and is already there at the Sauk Rapids campus. The same is true for our online experience as well. 
To God be the glory!

As we look back, we see God was faithful – how exciting it has been to witness the NEXTSTEPS people 
have taken! We saw new families join us for the first time almost every week. Our Riverside Kids and 
Riverside Student ministries continued to thrive. God graciously led 124 people to follow Him in baptism. 
We received 67 new members into our fellowship. Small group participation exceeded 1300 people for 
the first time. And amazingly, God drew even more people to Himself than last year - praise Him for the 
910 people who said “YES!”, repenting and trusting Jesus as Lord this past year. 

Last year we wrote to you about our disappointment in not getting the Wright County facility in Buffalo. 
But God opened this door dramatically for us again in November, and in a period of a few months, we 
had 2 government agencies approve our purchase and use of this building in a fantastic location. And 
because of your past generosity and careful financial management, we will be able to purchase this 
building and remodel it without borrowing any money. What a good, powerful, and faithful God we serve!

God accomplished all of this, and to Him alone be the glory. But amazingly, He chooses to involve His 
followers in His work! 

So, if you are in Jesus, your prayers for the people around you matter. 
Your invitations to “come and sit with me” matter. Your steadfast 
acts of service and support for the ministries of Riverside matter. 
And your commitment to become like Jesus – loving others like He 
loves you, matters most! 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples if you love one another.” - John 13:34-35

As your Elder board, we are passionate about the privilege to lead 
Riverside Church. It is our prayer that God would grant us wisdom 
and humility in following Him. We pray He will use the people and 
ministries of Riverside Church to draw many to Himself. Lost people 
matter to God and He wants them found. And so do we!

God bless you,

The Elders of Riverside Church
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A YEAR *based on a conservative 
average household income of $50,000

RIVERSIDE CHURCH EXISTS...
for the purpose of reaching people and helping them to become fully-devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ. This is accomplished by bringing people into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, 
and drawing them into the Christ-centered community of the church.
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EVERY NUMBER HAS A NAME,
EVERY NAME HAS A STORY, AND

EVERY STORY MATTERS TO GOD!
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RIVERSIDE isn’t just a 
CHURCH where you go;

it’s a FAMILY where
you can BELONG.











 • I noticed the love. A lady helped me into the 
church. She was very friendly and welcoming.

 • Was greeted by all ages from child to adult and 
everyone at church was nice.

 • Parking lot attendants and greeters opening 
the door, lots of smiles!

 • How welcoming everyone was. Almost like 
walking into a family gathering.

 • How everyone made us feel like we were genuinely 
wanted to be there with the congregation and 
learning right alongside them. Sometimes 
churches can feel a little “stuffy” or that there 
are specific expectations, and our family felt 
absolutely none of that here.

 • How friendly everyone was! Even while I parked 
the patrol helpers were smiling and made com-
ing for the first time out a smile on my face in-
stantly. :)

WHAT WAS THE FIRST THING YOU NOTICED ABOUT RC?

Responses from some of our recent guests...

B Be Ready. Today could be someone’s first steps toward Jesus.

L Listen. What are guests communicating through words and actions?

U Understand Why. It’s not about what and how, it’s about why we serve.

E Every story matters. Every number has a name, every name has a story, and every 
story matters to God.

Our Guest Services teams often hear the phrase, “think B.L.U.E.” in our email and text 
encouragements. What does B.L.U.E. mean for our GS teams? I’m glad you asked!

Every week, the driving principles of B.L.U.E. fuel our desire to ensure a positive, memorable, 
and potentially life-changing experience for both Riversiders and our guests alike! 

“The way you feel about guests before they arrive will be the way they feel 
about themselves after they leave.” ~ Jason Young, The Comeback Effect


















