
DISCUSSION GUIDE

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -

Tell us about some things which have 
brought you joy in the past week.
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Day One:Day One: Matthew 6 Psalm 95  	        
Day Two:Day Two: Leviticus 5; Proverbs 2     
Day Three:Day Three: 1 Corinthians 1; 2 Samuel 15
Day Four:Day Four: 1 Peter 3; Jeremiah 29
Day Five:Day Five: Job 33; Acts 11

1.	 Why do you think we are each so double-minded about who gets 
to receive mercy, be that ours or God’s?

2.	 Pastor Tom shared many examples of the role prayer played in 
Jesus’ life and ministry. (Review list in message notes.) What 
thoughts does that spark about your own prayer life?

3.	 When you think of Jesus praying for Peter (Luke 22:31-32, 61-62) 
despite what was coming, how does this give you confidence of 
Him extending mercy to you when you fail (sin)?

4.	 “But Jesus prayed for Peter…and when Jesus prays for people, it 
makes all the difference.” (Read Luke 24:8-12a). Peter had not 
yet had his restorative beach-front reunion with Jesus yet…so 
why was he running to the tomb? (John 21:1-19)

5.	 Jesus is tirelessly praying for you (Hebrews 7:25, 9:24-26) 
and “The focus of His prayers for us is on our greatest need = 
forgiveness and freedom from guilt and shame.” What are some 
areas where you need to welcome God’s mercy into your life?

6.	 As you personally experience the mercy of Jesus, how can you 
then extend that same mercy in practical ways to those around 
you?

This Personal Guide has been 
adapted from Professor Grant 
Horner’s Bible Reading System.

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PSA.83.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PRO.21.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2SA.3.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/JER.17.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/JOB.21.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ACT.27.NLT


"Someone Is 
Praying for Me"

2. Jesus Prayed for ___________ (note Luke 22:31-32)

Jesus knew Peter was going to __________ Him... (note Luke 22:33-34, 54-62).
But that didn't stop Him from praying for Peter to help him, ______________ 
him, and strengthen him.

Note Luke 22:61
...Peter's sense of incredible failure __________________ him (note Luke 22:62). 
This could have completely ________________ the rest of his life and legacy. 

But Jesus prayed for Peter...
...and when Jesus prays for people, it makes all the ______________________.
Note Luke 24:8-12a

3. Jesus Prays for _____ (note Hebrews 7:25)

Jesus' ministry of intercession only _____________________ beyond anything 
it was during His earthly ministry (note Hebrews 9:24). 
If you are a Jesus follower, you have the most consistent, effective, powerful, 
and wonderful Prayer _________________ there is.
He is never too ____________, too distracted, or too uninterested to pray for 
you (note Romans 8:33-34).

The focus of His prayers for us is on our greatest need = forgiveness and 
__________________ from guilt and shame. 
Our responsibility (note 1 John 1:8-9).
At that moment, Jesus _____________________ for us (note 1 John 2:1)...

Am I welcoming God's mercy into my life?

	• One of the greatest gifts for people who need mercy 
(____________________!), is His praying for us. 

Pastor Tom Lundeen
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Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

MESSAGE NOTES

While mercy is one of the primary _____________________ of God, it's not 
always the easiest thing to really understand and fully get our arms around. 
And we also have a bit of a conflicted _________________ towards mercy: 

	• We _____________________ want it for ourselves, but...
	• ...but we are less likely to want to see others _________________ it, 

either from us or even from God.

1. Prayer Was ________________ to Jesus' Life and Mission

	• Jesus prayed at his __________________ (note Luke 3:21).
	• After His baptism the Holy Spirit leads Him into the wilderness to 

pray and fast for 40 days (note Matthew 4:1).
	• He prayed before His ___________ public preaching ministry (note 

Mark 1:35-38). 
	• He prays all night before choosing 12 disciples (note Luke 6:12-13a).
	• He prays before feeding both the 5,000 (John 6:11) and the 4,000 

(Mark 8:6).
	• After feeding the 5,000 He prayed alone ____________ into the 

evening (note Matthew 14:22-23).
	• He prayed His High _____________________ prayer... (John 17).
	• He prayed after healing a leper (note Luke 5:16) and as He healed a 

deaf man (note Mark 7:32-37).
	• He prayed after hearing the report of the ______ disciples He sent 

out on His mission (note Luke 10:21).
	• He was praying when He was _________________________ (note 

Luke 9:28-29). 
	• He prayed __________ little children (note Mark 10:1t3-16).
	• He prayed __________ Jerusalem (note Matthew 23:37-39).
	• He taught His disciples to pray (note Luke 11:1-2a).
	• Note Hebrews 5:7
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"Someone Is 
Praying for Me"

2. Jesus Prayed for Peter (note Luke 22:31-32)

Jesus knew Peter was going to fail Him... (note Luke 22:33-34, 54-62).
But that didn't stop Him from praying for Peter to help him, restore him, and 
strengthen him.

Note Luke 22:61
...Peter's sense of incredible failure overwhelmed him (note Luke 22:62). 
This could have completely defined the rest of his life and legacy. 

But Jesus prayed for Peter...
...and when Jesus prays for people, it makes all the difference.
Note Luke 24:8-12a

3. Jesus Prays for Us (note Hebrews 7:25)

Jesus' ministry of intercession only expanded beyond anything it was during 
His earthly ministry (note Hebrews 9:24). 
If you are a Jesus follower, you have the most consistent, effective, powerful, 
and wonderful Prayer Partner there is.
He is never too tired, too distracted, or too uninterested to pray for you 
(note Romans 8:33-34).

The focus of His prayers for us is on our greatest need = forgiveness and 
freedom from guilt and shame. 
Our responsibility (note 1 John 1:8-9).
At that moment, Jesus intercedes for us (note 1 John 2:1)...

Am I welcoming God's mercy into my life?

	• One of the greatest gifts for people who need mercy (everyone!), is 
His praying for us. 

Pastor Tom Lundeen
Nov 10, 2024

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

MESSAGE NOTES

While mercy is one of the primary attributes of God, it's not always the 
easiest thing to really understand and fully get our arms around. 
And we also have a bit of a conflicted attitude towards mercy: 

	• We desperately want it for ourselves, but...
	• ...but we are less likely to want to see others receive it, either from us 

or even from God.

1. Prayer Was Central to Jesus' Life and Mission

	• Jesus prayed at his baptism (note Luke 3:21).
	• After His baptism the Holy Spirit leads Him into the wilderness to 

pray and fast for 40 days (note Matthew 4:1).
	• He prayed before His first public preaching ministry (note Mark 1:35-

38). 
	• He prays all night before choosing 12 disciples (note Luke 6:12-13a).
	• He prays before feeding both the 5,000 (John 6:11) and the 4,000 

(Mark 8:6).
	• After feeding the 5,000 He prayed alone late into the evening (note 

Matthew 14:22-23).
	• He prayed His High Priestly prayer... (John 17).
	• He prayed after healing a leper (note Luke 5:16) and as He healed a 

deaf man (note Mark 7:32-37).
	• He prayed after hearing the report of the 72 disciples He sent out on 

His mission (note Luke 10:21).
	• He was praying when He was transfigured (note Luke 9:28-29). 
	• He prayed over little children (note Mark 10:13-16).
	• He prayed over Jerusalem (note Matthew 23:37-39).
	• He taught His disciples to pray (note Luke 11:1-2a).
	• Note Hebrews 5:7

SMALL GROUP
guide on the back

SG
Your matters.group




