
DISCUSSION GUIDE

This Personal Guide has been adapted from 
Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading System.

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -

In Minnesota, your garage is designed for your 
car. What is the most unusual thing that shares 

this space with, or has banished your car(s)?

Day One:Day One: Luke 6

Day Two:Day Two: Genesis 50

Day Three:Day Three: Galatians 5

Day Four:Day Four: Revelation 7

Day Five:Day Five: Ecclesiastes 8

1.	 How does it make you feel when you hear a message on giving? 
Why do you think this is? 

2.	 Pastor Tom quoted Ron Blue as writing that “A life story could 
be written from a checking account” (or credit card/debit card 
statements). If this were all your descendants had to go on, what 
would they learn about you and your priorities by reviewing this 
information? 

3.	 Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. The Apostle Paul was utterly amazed 
at how and why the Macedonian church gave. What amazes you 
most about their motives and generosity and what impact does 
that have on your attitude towards giving? 

4.	 Pastor Tom spoke of the difference between giving out of a sense 
of duty and generosity that flows out of loving gratitude to 
Christ. Do you give out of a sense of duty, obligation, or guilt, or 
does your giving flow from gratitude and love for Christ? What’s 
one step that will move your giving in the right direction? 

5.	 Read 2 Corinthians 8:6-7. Throughout his message, Pastor Tom 
spoke of the “grace of giving.” What does this mean to you and 
how will you carry out the call of Scripture to “excel in the grace 
of giving"?

SG
Your matters.group

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/LUK.6.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/GEN.50.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/GAL.5.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/REV.7.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ECC.8.NLT
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2CO.8.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/2CO.8.NLT


"Multiplied Generosity"
2. By Making ____________________ Our Motivation
Generosity flows out of genuine ___________ (note 2 Corinthians 8:8).
Jesus Himself is our example of what generosity really looks like (note   
2 Corinthians 8:9; Philippians 2:7-8).
Jesus __________________ our debt of sin and paid for it on the cross. 

If this love of Christ, so magnanimous in its motive and so self-sacrificing 
in its execution, is an _______________ force in the believers' heart, how 
unnecessary, the apostle implies, any command to practice "giving" ought 
to be. What, without that love, might seem a ___________ moral duty has 
been transformed by it into a joyous privilege. (Tasker)

Everything we do for Jesus, including our giving, will be all the more 
positive and meaningful when our motivation isn't some sort of 
_____________________ obligation, burdensome duty to carry out, but 
instead it's an expression of gratitude to God for His incredible love for 
us (note 2 Corinthians 9:11-12).

What does it mean for Riverside to MULTIPLY?:
	• We are encouraged to _______________ in the grace of giving (note   

2 Corinthians 9:6-7).
	• Barna survey = ____% of US adults say they're completely or 

somewhat generous; but the average American gives just 
_________% of their income to charity; Dunning-Kruger effect = 
tendency for people to __________________ their performance).

	• Is the act of giving a joyful privilege for us, or a _______________ we 
try to avoid?

	• Serious, growing, Spirit-filled followers of Jesus aren't offended, 
_________________, or uncomfortable when encouraged to give 
generously to God's work.

	• Note Matthew 6:21
	• People who give to the Church start to love the Church. People who 

give to help people come to Christ to start to care about people coming 
to Christ. People who give to God find their ______________ and 
thoughts on God and godly things. (Strand)

Pastor Tom Lundeen
MESSAGE NOTESMESSAGE NOTES

Tell someone about the next step you took today in 
your spiritual journey! Let us know, too, and fill out our 
connect/next step card (digital* or hard copies). 
*MYRC.LINK/CONNECT or text riverside to 94000
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...having _________ church with multiple campuses while being one 
family is called multisite. 
Riverside Church exists to reach ________________ and help them to 
become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Note Matthew 6:21

A life story could be written from a checking account. It reflects your goals, 
priorities, convictions, relationships, and even the use of your time. A 
person who has been a Christian for a short time can ___________ prayer, 
Bible study...and going to church, but he can't ___________ what his bank 
account reveals. Maybe that is why so many of us are so _________________ 
about our personal finances. (Ron Blue)

It's why ______________ talked more about money and things than any 
other topic. 
God wants generosity to be the _____________ for all of His children. 
How does God want to multiply generosity in us?

1. By His Grace ______________________ My Heart 
     (note 2 Corinthians 8:1)
Apart from God's grace, we're ____________________ self-centered, 
proud, selfish people. 
A.	 Grace-inspired giving is unaffected by __________________ (note     

2 Corinthians 8:2) - note Philippians 1:27-29; 1 Thessalonians 1:6;    
2 Thessalonians 1:4)...grace-inspired giving isn't dependent on good 
circumstances and positive __________________ conditions. 

B.	 Grace-inspired giving is ______________________ and spontaneous 
(note 2 Corinthians 8:3-4) - note Acts 11:29-30. Their giving was 
expressed in two biblical forms: 
i.	 __________________________ giving (note 2 Corinthians 8:3, 

5-10; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
ii.	 __________________ giving (note 2 Corinthians 8:3). 

C.	 Grace-inspired giving is God-________________                      (note 
2 Corinthians 8:5) - Consecration to God __________________ 
contributions. (King)

D.	 Grace-inspired giving is __________________ for Jesus followers 
(note 2 Corinthians 8:7)
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"Multiplied Generosity"
2. By Making Gratitude Our Motivation

Generosity flows out of genuine love (note 2 Corinthians 8:8).
Jesus Himself is our example of what generosity really looks like (note   
2 Corinthians 8:9; Philippians 2:7-8).
Jesus assumed our debt of sin and paid for it on the cross. 

If this love of Christ, so magnanimous in its motive and so self-sacrificing 
in its execution, is an active force in the believers' heart, how unnecessary, 
the apostle implies, any command to practice "giving" ought to be. What, 
without that love, might seem a cold moral duty has been transformed by 
it into a joyous privilege. (Tasker)

Everything we do for Jesus, including our giving, will be all the more 
positive and meaningful when our motivation isn't some sort of 
legalistic obligation, burdensome duty to carry out, but instead it's an 
expression of gratitude to God for His incredible love for us (note 
2 Corinthians 9:11-12).

What does it mean for Riverside to MULTIPLY?:
	• We are encouraged to excel in the grace of giving (note                        

2 Corinthians 9:6-7).
	• Barna survey = 81% of US adults say they're completely or 

somewhat generous; but the average American gives just 2-3% 
of their income to charity; Dunning-Kruger effect = tendency for 
people to overrate their performance).

	• Is the act of giving a joyful privilege for us, or a burden we try to 
avoid?

	• Serious, growing, Spirit-filled followers of Jesus aren't offended, 
uptight, or uncomfortable when encouraged to give generously to 
God's work.

	• Note Matthew 6:21
	• People who give to the Church start to love the Church. People who 

give to help people come to Christ to start to care about people coming 
to Christ. People who give to God find their hearts and thoughts on 
God and godly things. (Strand)

Pastor Tom Lundeen
MESSAGE NOTES

Tell someone about the next step you took today in 
your spiritual journey! Let us know, too, and fill out our 
connect/next step card (digital* or hard copies). 
*MYRC.LINK/CONNECT or text riverside to 94000
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...having one church with multiple campuses while being one family is 
called multisite. 
Riverside Church exists to reach people and help them to become fully 
devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Note Matthew 6:21

A life story could be written from a checking account. It reflects your goals, 
priorities, convictions, relationships, and even the use of your time. A person 
who has been a Christian for a short time can fake prayer, Bible study...and 
going to church, but he can't fake what his bank account reveals. Maybe 
that is why so many of us are so secretive about our personal finances. 
(Ron Blue)

It's why Jesus talked more about money and things than any other 
topic. 
God wants generosity to be the norm for all of His children. 
How does God want to multiply generosity in us?

1. By His Grace Saturating My Heart (note 2 Corinthians 8:1)

Apart from God's grace, we're naturally self-centered, proud, selfish 
people. 
A.	 Grace-inspired giving is unaffected by obstacles (note 2 Corinthians 

8:2) - note Philippians 1:27-29; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; 2 Thessalonians 
1:4)...grace-inspired giving isn't dependent on good circumstances 
and positive economic conditions. 

B.	 Grace-inspired giving is voluntary and spontaneous (note                   
2 Corinthians 8:3-4) - note Acts 11:29-30. Their giving was 
expressed in two biblical forms: 
i.	 Proportionate giving (note 2 Corinthians 8:3, 5-10;                              

1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
ii.	 Sacrificial giving (note 2 Corinthians 8:3). 

C.	 Grace-inspired giving is God-focused (note 2 Corinthians 8:5) - 
Consecration to God precedes contributions. (King)

D.	 Grace-inspired giving is normal for Jesus followers (note                      
2 Corinthians 8:7)
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