
DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEKLY READING

- Icebreaker -
If you could be someone else 
for a day, who would it be? 

1.	 As a group, discuss your thoughts and takeaways from Conclusion, 
Overview Exercise, Where Do I Go from Here? & Appendix (pg 181-204) 
of The Benefit of Doubt. 

2.	 What about you now would surprise people from your hometown, 
based on what they knew about you growing up? 

3.	 Read Mark 6:4 and Matthew 13:55-56. How could familiarity with 
someone’s life cause us to miss the truth about them, even though we 
think we know them well?  

4.	 Why do you think it can be hard for people to see Jesus for who He 
really is? (2 Corinthians 4:4) How easy (or hard) is it for people to see 
Jesus in you?  

5.	 If you follow Jesus, describe the moment He “made His light shine” in 
your heart resulting in your miraculous 'YES!'. What about Jesus led 
you to make Him the Lord of your life? (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

6.	 Overcoming your doubts is a lifelong walk with Jesus that begins by 
saying 'YES!' to him. Have you said your 'YES!'? 

Before you attend your small group, read Conclusion, Overview Exercise, 
Where Do I Go from Here? & Appendix (pg 181-204) of The Benefit of Doubt. 

Not too late to join a small group! Use the GroupFinder at                      
MYRC.CHURCH/GROUPFINDER! 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -
What's one of your favorite memories 

from a New Year's Celebration?

1.	 Read Exodus 7:5. God demonstrated His power in relevant, 
understandable ways to the Egyptians, confronting their false 
beliefs head-on. What are relevant ways you’ve seen God 
reveal His power through the church to impact culture today? 

2.	 Read Exodus 9:1-7, 10:21-23, and 2 Samuel 22:29. Pastor Tom 
shared how God uses His power precisely and justly to “both 
comfort and confront, encourage and challenge, rebuke and 
restore simultaneously in the right people’s lives.” Which of 
these phrases describes how God is working in and through  
you now? Explain. 

3.	 Read Exodus 8:16-19. God’s power is unmatchable. How does 
God’s unmatched power give you unique perspective when 
facing life experiences?

4.	 Read Numbers 11:29b and Ephesians 5:18. God invites you 
to be filled with His Holy Spirit and rely on His power. What 
obstacles or attitudes do you need to surrender to God to 
embrace this invitation? 

5.	 As a group, pick a time to remind one another to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit each day this week (via text, group chats, etc.). 
Then, at your next group session, unpack how the week went 
and your takeaways from the experience. 

Day OneDay One :: Luke 15; Psalm 148 

Day TwoDay Two : : Numbers 31; Proverbs 24

Day ThreeDay Three : : Hebrews 5; 2 Kings 22

Day FourDay Four : : 2 Timothy 4; Ezekiel 25

Day FiveDay Five :: Job 24; Acts 8

This Personal Guide has been adapted from 
Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading System.
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Message Notes

He demonstrates His glory and power by keeping one group of people 
who mistakenly worshipped the Sun as a god in the dark; while at the 
same time keeping another group of people who for 4 centuries were 
thought to be in the dark...in the ________________________ of His light 
(note Exodus 10:21-23; 2 Samuel 22:29).

God's power in and through us can both comfort and confront, encourage 
and challenge, rebuke and restore _____________________________ in the 
right people's lives. 

3. God's Power Is ______________________

Note Exodus 7:11, 22; 8:7, 16-19a
______________ of God...

Note Exodus 31:18; Daniel 5; John 8:3-11; Luke 11:20
God's power is unmatched and utterly ______________. 

MILESTONES MATTER:

	• Living on purpose means connecting to God's power in our lives, for 
God's power is relevant, precise, and unmatched, and it makes all the 
difference in our __________ experiences. 

	• Note Numbers 11:29b and Ephesians 5:18

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

To live on purpose, I need ____________ to do it. 
After his first disastrous meeting with Pharaoh (note Exodus 5), Moses 
realized he needed more than just __________________ words to deal with 
Pharaoh and fulfill God's plan to free the people of Israel from slavery.

What do we need to know about ____________ power that we can learn 
from Moses' life and experience?

1. God's Power Is _________________

Note Exodus 7:5

	• The plague of blood affected the Nile River (central to Egyptian life 
and considered the god __________).

	• Frogs (goddess ____________). 
	• Livestock/animal ________________ (bull and cow gods).
	• Darkness was an ______________ to the Sun-god Ra (Re), a chief 

deity. 

God was contrasting His _________________ power to the false power of 
the Egyptian gods.
Note Exodus 7:22-24
Egyptian magicians = priests with _________________ abilities.

Note Exodus 8:6-8, 12-15
God also wants to reveal His power in and through us in relevant/
understandable ways that can be _________________ and comprehended 
by ordinary people. 

2. God's Power Is ________________

God's power is ________________ used in precise ways (note Exodus 9:1-7).
He uses His power ______________.
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Message Notes

He demonstrates His glory and power by keeping one group of people 
who mistakenly worshipped the Sun as a god in the dark; while at the 
same time keeping another group of people who for 4 centuries were 
thought to be in the dark...in the brightness of His light (note Exodus 
10:21-23, 2 Samuel 22:29).

God's power in and through us can both comfort and confront, encourage 
and challenge, rebuke and restore simultaneously in the right people's 
lives. 

3. God's Power Is Unmatched

Note Exodus 7:11, 22; 8:7, 16-19a
Finger of God...

Note Exodus 31:18; Daniel 5; John 8:3-11; Luke 11:20
God's power is unmatched and utterly unique. 

MILESTONES MATTER:

	• Living on purpose means connecting to God's power in our lives, for 
God's power is relevant, precise, and unmatched, and it makes all the 
difference in our life experiences. 

	• Note Numbers 11:29b and Ephesians 5:18

Tell us about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! 
App: Message Notes/Connect Card   Or: MYRC.LINK/CONNECT

To live on purpose, I need power to do it. 
After his first disastrous meeting with Pharaoh (note Exodus 5), Moses 
realized he needed more than just truthful words to deal with Pharaoh 
and fulfill God's plan to free the people of Israel from slavery.

What do we need to know about God's power that we can learn from 
Moses' life and experience?

1. God's Power Is Relevant

Note Exodus 7:5

	• The plague of blood affected the Nile River (central to Egyptian life 
and considered the god Hapi).

	• Frogs (goddess Heget). 
	• Livestock/animal deities (bull and cow gods).
	• Darkness was an insult to the Sun-god Ra (Re), a chief deity. 

God was contrasting His genuine power to the false power of the 
Egyptian gods.
Note Exodus 7:22-24
Egyptian magicians = priests with occultic abilities.

Note Exodus 8:6-8, 12-15
God also wants to reveal His power in and through us in relevant/
understandable ways that can be grasped and comprehended by 
ordinary people. 

2. God's Power Is Precise

God's power is always used in precise ways (note Exodus 9:1-7).
He uses His power justly.
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