


This guide is designed to help you to get the most out of our 
time together studying and applying the book of Romans. It is 
intended to be used with a small group but can also be done 
individually. The guide contains space for you to take notes 
on the sermon each week and then has 5 days of devotional 
content that will be on the same passage as the sermon. 
Each of these days includes questions for you to meditate on 
as you consider how to apply God’s Word to your life. 

The guide also includes Small Group Questions so that 
you can discuss the things that you are learning with other 
believers. We are praying that these times in your small 
groups deepen your relationships with other followers of 
Jesus and also spur you on to walk closer to God! 

We want this study to be helpful for your journey following 
Jesus, so we compiled some tips that will help you. 

• Start your times with God in prayer each day!
• Always read the Scripture for the day first. If you only have

time for one thing, it should be God’s Word! Then read
through the devotional and reflect on the challenges at
the end.

• Apply God’s Word with specific action steps.
• Rejoice when God gives you the strength to meet

your goal!
• Share your goal with your group so they can help you and

encourage you!

WELCOME



Table of Contents

Romans 9..................................................1

Global Conference...............................12

Romans 10............................................22

Romans 11..............................................34



1. What point challenged you the most in this week’s sermon?

2. What does this passage teach you about God? 

3. Are there areas where you feel like God should have to 
answer to you? 

4. How does this passage emphasize the grace of God? 

5. How can understanding this passage bring you to have 
more moments praising God this week? 

6. What specific step can you take this week to apply God’s 
Word to your life? 

Memory Verse:

Romans 9:30
What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pur-
sue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is 
by faith; 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
Romans 9
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SERMON NOTES
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Old Testament Review

Day 1

Romans 9 is a rich passage about God’s plan and how the Jews 
should understand God’s actions toward the nation of Israel. Before 
we can study Romans 9, we must understand the stories that Paul 
references from the Old Testament. God promises His chosen 
people many things which seem to be missed if not all of Israel 
receives salvation. 

There’s a lot of references to look at In Romans 9, we will focus 
today on the earliest references from Genesis. Read each of the 
passages and then write a summary below so that you can trace 
the story. 

Read Genesis 15:3-6 

Read Genesis 16:1-4,15-16

Read Genesis 21:1-4

Read Genesis 25:21-26

Read Malachi 1:1-5

This passage in Malachi is not from the story of Jacob and Esau but 
occurs much later when Jacob’s offspring have become the nation 
of Israel, and Esau’s offspring the nation of Edom. God changes 
Jacob’s name to Israel after wrestling with Him (Gen 32:27). So, ref-
erences to Jacob are sometimes broader references to the people 
of Israel. God is speaking of the special relationship that He has 
with Israel and then contrasting it with judgment that He brought on 
the nation of Edom. 
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Meditation: 
What Old Testament stories are you most familiar with? 

Are there any you feel like you need to go back and review? 

How does understanding the Old Testament help you to fol-
low Jesus? 
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Tragedy of Israel 
Day 2
Read: Romans 9:1-13

The final verses in Romans 8 declare that nothing can separate us 
from God’s love, but Paul now comes back to the people God loves 
and why they are not all receiving salvation. If God loved the nation 
of Israel from the time of Abraham, why are some of them rejecting 
the Messiah? 

Paul begins by sharing his own feelings about this, he says that 
he is so upset that not everyone in Israel believes in Jesus, that 
he would give up his own Salvation in order to save the Israelites. 
This is the deep emotion that Paul has about this issue. He says 
that Israelites had 7 things because of their heritage – adoption, 
glory, covenants, the law, worship, the promises from God, and the 
patriarchs of the faith. Beyond these seven things belonging to 
Israel, Jesus, the savior of the world, was born an Israelite.

The people of Israel held all of the heritage, but they could not 
be saved on the basis of their lineage. They needed to have their 
own faith to receive the gift of salvation. This was what led to 
their destruction, they were so concerned with being children of 
Abraham, that they did not follow in the example of his faith. God 
wanted children who were of the promise given by faith, not just 
literal descendants. 

Israel’s ability to miss out after they had received so much should 
go unnoticed. They were set apart and given the promises of God, 
but they turned worship of God and waiting on Him into a set of 
dead religious practices. This is something that even followers 
of Jesus were tempted to fall into after hearing and receiving the 
Gospel (Gal 4:8-10). 
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Meditation: 
What are the advantages that you have in drawing near to God? 
(i.e. family, Bible access, church… etc) 

When are you tempted to make your salvation come through 
works instead of through grace and faith?

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 9:30
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God is God
Day 3
Read: Romans 9:10-24

God’s purpose of election is brought up in Romans 9:11 and is a 
glorious truth for those of us who are not Jews by birth. God’s 
design of His plan to bring salvation to humanity was always set on 
His chosen people being a blessing to the nations. This was where 
God’s promise to Abraham started by saying that in Abraham all 
the nations would be blessed (Gen 12:3). Gentiles are now experi-
encing this blessing as children of promise. 

But does God electing to use some and not others make God 
unjust? NO! Paul fleshes out his answer by referencing Moses’s 
encounter with God. God told Moses that He chooses who to have 
mercy on. He then grants Moses’s request to see Him by allowing 
him to see just God’s goodness.  God chose to give mercy on the 
one who was seeking Him. Paul uses this example to explain that 
our ability to see and respond to God depends entirely on His mer-
cy, not our will or exertion. 

Then Paul continues with this idea by using the metaphor of the 
potter and the clay. In this passage, God is the potter, and He 
molds the clay, some for honorable use and some for dishonorable 
use. The potter can do with the clay whatever he chooses. This is 
an idea that came up in Isaiah and Jeremiah (Is 29:16, 45:9, 64:8; 
Jer 18:6). 

Paul is giving an answer to the question, why does God hold peo-
ple accountable if it’s God that hardens or shows mercy? Paul’s 
answer is who are you to question God. God is the Creator of all, 
the designer of the heavens (Is 45:12), and the one who loves 
His people. God is righteous and can show His glory in whatever 
manner He pleases. Including His design to bring salvation to the 
Gentiles making vessels for glory out of Jews and Gentiles. This is 
the incredible truth of the Gospel. God’s love is not for one group 
of people but has been extended so that non-Jews can taste and 
enjoy the Glory of God. 
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Meditation: 
Do you ever have questions similar to the ones that Paul 
brings up here? What are they? 

How do you spend time reflecting on the vastness of God’s 
glory? 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 9:30
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BY FAITH
Day 4
Read: Romans 9:25-33

Israel’s response to Gentiles being given the gift of salvation would 
not be a welcomed reception. Israelites viewed themselves as 
better than the Gentiles and would have seen God’s work in the 
Gentiles as a betrayal. But God wants to call those who weren’t 
Jews. He wants to adopt Gentiles into His family.  

The prophet Isaiah’s words about a remnant returning were written 
before the captivity in Babylon (Is 10:22-23). Isaiah is already pro-
claiming that God will bring some but not all of Israel back. Paul is 
using this same concept to refer to salvation. Some Jews will trust 
Jesus and be saved but only a remnant. 

Paul then gets to the heart of the issue. The Gentiles received 
salvation by faith, but the Jews were caught up in trying to attain it 
by works. This led to their stumbling and missing the truth of Jesus.  
The Jews had all the foundation to believe in the Messiah, but they 
were caught up on the works of the law instead of believing in the 
grace of Jesus. 

These last few verses of Romans put a huge emphasis on faith. 
Those of us who are followers of Jesus should take some time to 
check ourselves as we read these verses. Is our righteousness 
based in our own good works that please God? Or have we built 
our righteousness on faith in Jesus alone (Rom 1:16-17)? 
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Meditation: 
How do you feel when God brings new people into His fami-
ly? Are you ever jealous of God’s Work in someone else’s life? 

When in your life do you take time to think about your faith? 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 9:30
Write as much as you can from memory:
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Confidence in God’s Plan
Day 5
Read: John 11:25-30

God’s sovereign plan and choices are the central view of Romans 
9, and today we are going to meditate on the benefits that we can 
have from them. The questions in this chapter are given from Isra-
el’s perspective but they are questions that all of us wrestle with. 
We all struggle with what God choosing some people as His own 
looks like. This was Paul’s reason for writing Romans 9-11 to assure 
Israel that God is righteous through all His actions, and He will be 
faithful to His promises. We can have the same assurance that God 
is righteous even if we don’t understand how it all works. 

Now, let us reflect on the benefits of God’s plan and the fact that if 
we are His followers, He has chosen us. The beauty of this truth is 
vast. God’s love for us as His children should draw us into a deeper 
relationship with Him. It should help us want to be around Him and 
seeking Him in everything that we do. 

God’s election of us means that His love for us does not change 
even when we struggle. He made us co-heirs with Christ; therefore, 
we will also receive the unconditional love of our heavenly Father. 
There is nothing that we can do to break away from His love or 
grace. We are not defined by our struggles, we are defined by be-
ing children of God. 

We also can have full confidence that we cannot lose our salvation. 
There is nothing that we or anyone else can do to separate us from 
the love God has for us (Rom 8:31-38). No one can snatch us out of 
God’s hand (Jn 11:25-30). We are His and He will protect us, defend 
us, and love us. This is the joy of being chosen by God. He has de-
cided that we are His. We cannot walk away from this new identity 
even in our darkest moments. The King of the Universe has called 
us by name. 



11

Meditation: 
If you are a follower of Jesus, how does it feel to believe He 
has chosen you? 

Take 2 minutes, and just think about the fact that God, the 
Creator of everything, the one who made the stars and skies, 
chose you. 

How could this meditation help you to feel more loved 
throughout each day? 

What response could you have to this love? Not out of works 
but out of overflow. Since you are loved by God, who can you 
show love to? Or how can you respond by loving Him?  

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 9:30
Say it out loud to someone today! 
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1. What point challenged you the most in this week’s sermon?

2. Why is sharing the Gospel with others important? 

3. What keeps you from talking to people about Jesus? 

4. Who can you start a spiritual conversation with this week?

5. Who can encourage you as you take this step of faith?

6. What specific step can you take this week to apply God’s 
Word to your life?

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
Global Conference
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SERMON NOTES
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Praying for Missions
Day 6
Read: Acts 13:46-52 

This week we will be shifting to focus on praying for our Global 
Outreach Partners. The first group of Christ followers is serving in 
a restricted country so their names have been changed in order to 
protect them. 

If you would like a full book of prayer prompts for our Global Out-
reach Partners, please email d.delp@codyork.org

People Group: “Bithani”
Major Religion: Islam Christian Adherent: 0.1% Bible Translation: 
Portions
Restrictive Country
In the country of the “Bithani,” it is estimated there are 10-20% still 
in the bondage of slavery.

Prayer requests from Partner 1
• Language learning for many new teammates
• Open hearts and minds to receive the Truth of the Gospel
• Hunger for the Truth among nationals

Prayer requests from Partner 2
• The Lord to build up a group of local women willing to consistent-
ly meet and study His Word
• God to reveal Himself to her friends and they will accept His Truth
• Friends to question their religion and cultural traditions that keep 
them trapped, and for their courage to step away from what is
safe to what is true

Prayer requests from Partner 3
• The “Bithani” to question life, their faith, and seek Truth
• To continue to allow God’s Word and Spirit to guide her daily
• A harvest of righteousness, sown in peace in her life and in the
lives of those around her
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Meditation: 
Why is it important to pray for Outreach Partners?

How can you pray for these 3 partners throughout your day?
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Praying for Missions
Day 7
Read: Romans 10:12-15

Nathan and Laurel

With a church planted, Nathan and Laurel are focused on disciple-
ship and training. They also have a Baka Training Center that helps 
the community with needs like agriculture training and sharing the 
Gospel.

If you would like a full book of prayer prompts for our Global Out-
reach Partners, please email d.delp@codyork.org

People Group: Baka
Major Religion: Animism
Christian Adherent: 1% Evangelical Bible Translation: Portions
The Baka live throughout central Africa in the tropical rainforests. 
They believe that their god is no longer interested in them.

Nathan and Laurel’s Prayer Requests
• The family’s health
• Growth in the Baka church leaders
• Progress at the Baka Training Center
• Freedom and healing through Christ (many struggle with addic-
tion)

Meditation: 

How have the prayer requests of the outreach partners challenged 
the things that you pray about?

How could praying for God’s Work around the world impact your 
daily perspective? 
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Praying for Missions
Day 8
Read: Isaiah 52:7

If you would like a full book of prayer prompts for our Global Out-
reach Partners, please email d.delp@codyork.org

People Group: “Miga”
Major Religion: Islam Christian Adherent: 0.01% Bible Translation: 
New Testament
Restrictive Country
The Miga are an ethnic people group who are impoverished. Team 
Hope helps the community through education, community engage-
ment, development farming, and community health while sharing 
the Gospel.

Outreach Partner Prayer Requests
• Wisdom in leading the team
• Quiet herself to hear from God
• The team to abide in the Father
• A disciple making movement of God among the Miga
• The strongholds and powers of darkness to be broken

Meditation: 

How does it feel to know that God is using people in restricted 
countries to serve Him?

How does praying for them the past few days make you want to be 
more engaged with their work? 
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Praying for Missions
Day 9
Read: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Dale and Karen

Dale provides leadership training in the developing world. In South 
Asia, he teaches in 4 cohorts and has a teacher training program. 
Dale also teaches for Asia Biblical Theological Seminary. Dale and 
Karen help to fund development and training.

If you would like a full book of prayer prompts for our Global Out-
reach Partners, please email d.delp@codyork.org

Dale and Karen’s Prayer Requests
• Dale to have safety and health during travel
• Life change and ministry skill development in the students
• God to provide funds needed for cohorts and development 
projects
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Meditation: 
Why is God’s Word such a critical thing for people to 
understand in order to follow Jesus? 
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Praying for Missions

Day 10
Read: Mark 10:13-16 

Jim and Susan

Jim and Susan equip children’s ministry leaders, support missionary 
kids, and work with children in crisis.

Jim and Susan use their own curriculum,
99 Adventures in the Bible’s Big Story to train children’s workers 
around the world and online. Their curriculum is translated into 
many languages. They now have a preschool version for ages 2 – 
5 years old.

If you would like a full book of prayer prompts for our Global Out-
reach Partners, please email d.delp@codyork.org

Jim and Susan’s Prayer Requests
• Susan’s ongoing health issues
• Jim and Susan’s traveling and training in restricted access 
countries
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Meditation: 
How was praying for Global Outreach Partners this week?

Do you want to continue in daily prayer for one of the 
partners you prayed for? 
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1. What point challenged you the most in this week’s sermon?

2. When you first encounter hard times, do you try to 
remember the glory that is in front of us as followers of 
Jesus? 

3. How do we wait with patience for God to finish His 
redeeming work? 

4. How can you keep the glory ahead in your mind at all 
times? 

5. How can you thank God for His Spirit working in you even 
as you long to be fully in the presence of God? 

6. What specific step can you take this week to apply God’s 
Word to your life? 

Memory verse:

Romans 10:9
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved.

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
Romans 10
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SERMON NOTES
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History

Day 11
Read Romans 10

The Bible is the inspired word of God. It is God breathed.  By His 
good grace, God inspired men to trace the thread of His faithful-
ness to man, to provide salvation to lost humanity. One of the 
beauties of the way He does this is through history. Starting from 
the day that Adam fell to the moment of Christ’s resurrection, He 
begins the foretelling of His redemption, played out through the 
story of Israel.

The promise of salvation was first presented to His chosen people, 
Israel, which makes understanding the history of Israel important to 
the “younger” (Romans 9:12) or Gentiles.  When approaching such 
chapters as Romans 9 and 10, an understanding of Israel’s belief in 
the law and ultimate rejection of Jesus as Christ makes understand-
ing God’s redemptive work being given to the Gentiles easier. 

Using a concordance, find the Scriptures quoted by Paul in Romans 
10. Hint: there are at least four Old Testament writings quoted.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Meditation: 
How in your life have you seen God work His redemptive power? 

How does looking back at what God has done in the past give you 
confidence in Him in the present? 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 10:9
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What they got wrong
Day 12
Read Romans 10:1-4

From past studies, we understand that the promise of salvation was 
originally given to Israel. This is where Paul begins Romans 10.  He 
starts by saying, “Brothers, my hearts desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved.  For I bear them witness that they 
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.”

In Israel, the law and the knowledge of it was held in highest 
esteem.  The scribes – those who studied the law and provided in-
terpretation of it – were honored, elevating them to an almost holy 
place.  The problem became when the law was the end all and be 
all, not the God of the law.  Perhaps an easier way to understand 
this would be “They had a zeal for their idea of God but they didn’t 
actually know Who He was.”  

Paul continues, “For being ignorant of the righteousness of God 
and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes.” (Rom 10:3-4 ESV) 

Again, because Israel venerated the law, they had their own idea 
of what righteousness was, and that idea was fully based on works. 
By concentrating entirely on being righteous by what they did, they 
couldn’t see that Christ and faith in Him was actually going to make 
them righteous.   They had the truth right in front of them, but Israel 
convinced themselves that the law and the working out of it would 
be what brought them to righteousness.
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Meditation: 
When you look at your life, what “acts” do you do that you 
feel represent yourself as a Christian, either publicly or pri-
vately?

Looking at that list,  can you honestly say that you never 
count on those activities or acts to count as righteousness?

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 10:9
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What they got wrong part 2
Day 13
Read Romans 10:5-13; Deuteronomy 30:11-14; Rom 9:30-33

Romans 10:5-8 is Paul’s answer to Moses’s writing in Deuteronomy 
30: 11-14. Moses wrote that the keeping of the law wasn’t this far 
off idea that Israelites could aspire to.  It was literally within their 
grasp.  This is an almost mind-blowing idea because we know how 
impossible the law is to keep. Even the most dedicated student 
failed. In verse 14, Moses says, “But the word is very near you. . . “

That word (Roman 10:8) is the word of faith – the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  And here came the big Israel whiff if you will. They missed 
Him.  They had been given all of the words of all of the prophets 
and the promises of the law that would bring salvation to them, 
and they missed Him.  They knew what was coming. He came. 
However, in the blindness of their own works based righteousness, 
Israel lost the vision of their actual salvation. 

The beginning of the faith journey for us – the passing of the 
salvation from being the promise of Israel to include Gentiles is 
here in verse 9-13.  All who confess with their mouths the Lord and 
believe in Him will be saved. It doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or “a 
Greek” (Greek was simply a non-Jew). Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord and believes IN FAITH will be saved. 

Not everyone will call on Him. We already know that from our 
work in Romans 9. Some of us, even with the message so clearly 
delineated will miss this.  We will miss His message of faith.
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Meditation: 
Today’s meditation is very simple.  Have you called out in 
faith, confessing Him?  If you have, rejoice! The promise of 
salvation is yours. If not, do it now. Don’t miss this! 
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What is Hope?
Day 14
Read Romans 10:14-21

Part of this next section was to give proof that Israel had been 
given and heard the gospel but still rejected it (fleshed out in 
verses 18-21). However, the main thrust is the idea of how the 
gospel message of faith is spread. It’s actually a rather simple 
process.

1. Someone has to go.  That can be anyone who takes the story 
of the Good News to someone else, be it next door or to the next 
country.

2. When that person goes, they have to take the story of Christ’s 
finished work with them and proclaim it. 

3. Proclaiming the Gospel in an empty building doesn’t really do 
a whole lot of good. For the Gospel to be spread, people have to 
hear it. 

4. Ever hear about deaf ears? The Gospel heard is only effective if 
the truth is believed.  

5. Now, belief leads to calling out for salvation.  Yes, salvation is 
by faith, but in verse 13, Paul says that “Everyone that calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Paul goes back to the idea of Israel being part of this message 
reception in verse 18, asking if Israel had been given the gospel. 
“Their voice has gone out to all the ends of the earth, and their 
words to the ends of the world.” And did they understand it?  “Yes, 
but they didn’t want it.” So God, without rejecting His people (Verse 
21 says He holds His hands out to a disobedient people), passed 
the message along to those who would receive it, namely us, the 
Gentiles. 
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Meditation: 
What people has God put into your life that you can point to 
Jesus? 
 

Spend some time right now praying for them. 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 10:9
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Bringing it to you
Day 15
Read Romans 10

This chapter is dense. It speaks of election, the rejection of the 
gospel by the people of Israel and the subsequent passing of the 
offer of salvation to the Gentiles.   Placing it against the backdrop 
of chapter 9 and looking forward to chapter 11 makes it a huge 
historical placemark and theological statement.  Grasping the 
content as it pertains to our faith is key. 

It can also be overwhelming.  But there are a few simple truths to 
take too.  

1. Don’t miss the Gospel.  Don’t miss the Good News. Don’t miss 
that EVERYONE who calls on the name of the Lord can be saved. 
It’s as simple as that. God doesn’t care if you are Jew or Greek; He 
wants you in His family.

2. People have to hear the story of faith.  They can’t believe 
something they’ve never heard or had explained to them.  

3. The people who are messengers of the Gospel possess a certain 
beauty in their work.  It’s a lovely phrase, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the good news!” Do you know that feet 
aren’t actually beautiful? They’re gross. Especially feet that have 
trudged through the dirt and on the mountains and in the fields to 
take the Gospel to others. They smell and bleed and need a good 
scrubbing. Yet, because they are doing the work of spreading the 
life altering message of Christ’s work, they possess a beauty.

You have a part in all of this, not just as a believer who received the 
Good News, but also as a mouthpiece to spread the news you’ve 
received. You can sit in church and hear the teaching week after 
week, or you can do something with it. You don’t have to run to a 
foreign shore. Start with the person who sits next to you at work. 
Talk to your next-door neighbor.  Be so full of the importance of the 
salvation of Christ that you can’t hold it in.
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Meditation: 
Examine your life. Have you missed the redemptive work? Do you 
understand your need for salvation and what it takes to get there.

Look at your daily/weekly schedule.  Name one person that you 
know is not a believer. What is one way you can share the gospel 
of Christ with them?
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1. What point challenged you the most in this week’s sermon?

2. What verse encourages you the most in this passage?

3. How does it make you feel that we cannot fully understand 
God? 

4. How does Romans 11:33 bring you to worship? 

5. How can you ask God to open your heart and mind to see 
more of God’s greatness this week? 

6. What specific step can you take this week to apply God’s 
Word to your life? 

Memory Verse: 

Romans 11:33
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond 
tracing out!

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
Romans 11
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SERMON NOTES
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Sound Bites

Day 16
Read: Romans 11:26; Philippians 4:11-13

In our culture, people all the time are getting clipped and quoted 
to make it sound like they said something that they never meant. 
We could do this here to the Apostle Paul where he says, “all Israel 
will be saved.” Paul has talked at length throughout the letter of 
Romans about how people are not saved just because of their 
family of origin. Paul has preached throughout Romans that Salva-
tion comes through faith in Jesus alone! 

So, what does this verse mean? 

It refers to the time in the future when God will bring more Jews to 
believe in Jesus! God will fulfill His promises to rescue and redeem 
the Jews that He has chosen! God is faithful! 

This should lead us to question whether there are other verses 
that we do this same thing with? Are there times where we sound 
bite Scripture instead of understanding the meaning of the author? 

One that comes to mind is Philippians 4:13, this comes in the 
context of contentment. This is a great promise of God but it’s 
all about God being with Paul in hardship and how he could be 
content in those moments. It’s not about winning a national cham-
pionship or achieving some goal. The verse is about Jesus being 
enough no matter what trial, difficulty, or suffering happens in your 
life. Jesus is always enough. 
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Meditation: 
How can we make sure that we understand Scripture’s meaning 
instead of just sound bite versions?

Can you think of any verses that you may take out of context?

Scripture Memory Review: write out as much as you can of each 
verse we have done so far - Romans 9:30, 10:9, 11:33
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Israel’s Rejection

Day 17
Read: Romans 11:1-10

God’s rejection of Israel… Wait NO! He has not rejected Israel, 
that’s why Paul who is an Israelite is saved. God did not reject 
Israel. This is an important thing to understand for everyone 
who reads Romans. God’s plan was to choose a remnant who 
will be saved by grace. Paul uses the Old Testament example 
with Elijah to show how God keeps some for Himself even 
when others are going their own way. 

1 Kings 19 shows Elijah running for his life after an amazing 
victory on Mount Carmel. Elijah is depressed and feels like 
he is the only worshiper of the Lord left, but God says that 
he kept 7,000 who had not bowed to Baal. Paul is comparing 
the 7,000 to the Jews who God has chosen to save by grace. 
Paul makes it very clear that it’s not a works based salvation, 
but God is saving them by His grace alone. 

God hardened the heart of Israel in their disobedience and 
rebellion so those who were not elect missed the glory of the 
Messiah. They rejected faith in God and had gone to obtain 
salvation by works (Rom 9:31-32). This is when God hardened 
them in their ways. God blinded those in Israel who were in 
disobedience, the prophecy quoted is from Isaiah where God 
talks about the way He treats His people when they are far 
from Him (Is 29:10-14). The nation of Israel had been given 
so much but the majority of the nation rejected God and He 
chooses a remnant while hardening the rest. 
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Meditation: 
How do you see God’s grace in His work with Israel?

What confidence does it give you that God does not reject 
Israel but instead keeps His promises? 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 11:33
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Thanksgiving

Day 18
Read: Romans 11:11-24

We who are not Jewish are Gentiles, and the verses that we read 
today are so encouraging for Gentiles and how God has brought 
about our salvation. God used Israel’s rejection to bring salvation 
to us, Gentiles! He broke off the unbelieving branches in order to 
graft us who believe in Jesus into the root of Christ! This truth is life 
changing! 

Gentiles were not deserving of God’s love. Gentiles had no claims 
to the promises of God given to Israel, but God through His great 
mercy and grace has brought us into His family. He has done the 
work that we could never do. He changed our destiny by designing 
a plan where Israel’s rejection of Messiah meant that the Good 
News came to Gentiles. 

Even as we rejoice in Him, Paul wants to challenge us to continue 
in the faith. He urges us to be humbly faithful, not grow arrogant in 
our response to this election. The temptation exists – being proud 
of being chosen by God. Yet, the true understanding of faith should 
understand the enormity of the gift we have been given, realizing 
we did nothing to earn it. We should be repeatedly overwhelmed 
by the knowledge that it was God’s work only – not our merit or our 
work – that brings us into his family.
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Meditation: 
Write out a prayer of thanksgiving for God working in your 
heart to bring you to have faith in Him! 

What can you do to prevent pride/arrogance from invading 
your belief? 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 11:33
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Mystery Greater than we can know
Day 19
Read: Romans 11:25-36
Romans 11 closes with Paul showing the mystery of what God 
has in store for Israel. Paul already explained God’s work in 
choosing Israel but then bringing salvation to the Gentiles. 
Now, he is explaining the work that God will do in saving His 
special people Israel. Maybe the biggest mystery is how God 
viewed Israel as an enemy in order to bring the Gospel to the 
gentiles, but then, will still redeem and restore His people. 

God has a future plan to show mercy to the Jews, confirming 
God’s faithfulness to the His people of His promise.  God 
does not forget His promises nor is He unaware of what He 
is doing. He has brought about a hardening of the Jews for a 
period of time in order to save the nations and He will once 
again show great mercy to the nation that He established 
from Abraham. 

God’s election of Israel’s forefathers will bring Him to 
show continued mercy on them generations later as He 
promised (Deut 5:9-10). The concept of His mercy is huge 
in these verses. God knows our hearts, He sees our sin and 
brokenness. He is aware of all of our rebellion and the inner 
thoughts that we are ashamed of. Yet, He chooses to give us 
mercy. He does not treat us as our sins deserve but saves us 
from our sin and brings us into His family. This is the same 
salvation that Jews and Gentiles experience by faith in Jesus! 

Above all, the last three chapters that we have gone through 
in Romans should make us see how far God is beyond our 
understanding (Rom 11:33). This is one of the things that 
makes it so clear that we should worship Him. He is so 
clearly greater than us that we can do nothing but WORSHIP. 
His ways, His plan, and His knowledge cannot be fully 
understood by us, His creation. The proper response to these 
great and marvelous truths is to be in awe of Him. 
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Meditation: 
What are the mysteries of the faith that you struggle to under-
stand? 

How can you thank God for His mercy today?  

How does God’s plan for salvation leave you in awe of Him? 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 11:33
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Good Friday
Day 20

Today is a special day. It is a day that we remember and celebrate. 
We honor the day that darkness seemed to win. We meditate today 
on the torture device that the Romans used. Our minds are drawn 
to a bloody scene that is filled with love.

The love of God shows up in the most amazing way on a hill 
outside Jerusalem. The promises of God to bring about redemption 
are fulfilled in the death of Jesus. Good Friday is a somber day, as 
we dwell on the pain that Jesus went through. As His followers, it 
is right for us to spend time remembering the loneliness, pain, and 
betrayal that Jesus felt at the moments leading up to His death. 
These things are the price of our salvation. 

Jesus paid the price for us not when we most deserved it but 
when we were in sin. Let today be a day of meditating on the price 
that Jesus paid. Then make Sunday a great day of rejoicing as we 
celebrate the RESURRECTION OF OUR KING! 

Read John 19:16-30. 



Meditation: 
No questions. Just spend time thinking about Jesus. Think about 
His death. Set a timer for 5 minutes and just meditate on the verses 
that you just read. 

Scripture Memory Review: Romans 11:33






