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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

FEBRUARY 19, 2023 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. —Psalm 46:1 
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                                             Ma�hew Scogin 

                                     President, Hope College 

 

President Ma�hew A. Scogin ’02 is the 14th president of Hope College. He was 

elected by the Board of Trustees on December 7, 2018, assumed office on July 

1, 2019 and was inaugurated on September 13, 2019. 

 

Previously, Scogin served as chief administrative officer at the global financial 

advisory firm of Perella Weinberg Partners in New York City, where he over-

saw operations, strategy, corporate services, human resources and communi-

cations at the firm, which has 11 offices around the world.  

 

Prior to that position, he was at NYSE Euronext, where from 2009 to 2014 he served as the senior vice 

president and chief of staff at the 3,000-person company that ran the New York Stock Exchange and five 

exchanges in Europe. He served as a key member of the executive team and played a leading role in the 

overall strategic direction of the company during a time of tremendous change, while also overseeing 

the offices of Global Affairs and Government Relations and of Corporate Responsibility, and the Office 

of the CEO. During 2008 and 2009, he was chief of staff and senior adviser to the CEO of Wachovia 

Bank, at the time the nation’s fourth-largest commercial bank. 

 

Before joining the corporate sector, Scogin occupied several senior roles in government. From 2006 to 

2008, he was the senior advisor for domestic finance at the U.S. Department of Treasury, where he pro-

vided the secretary of the treasury and undersecretary of the treasury with counsel on a broad range of 

economic and financial policy ma�ers. In 2006, he served as a fiscal policy adviser to the governor of 

Massachuse�s; from 2002 to 2003, he was the legislative director for a Michigan state representative; 

and during 2001, while participating in Hope College’s Washington Honors Semester, he held an in-

ternship at the White House. 

 

He majored in political science and economics at Hope, and has a master’s degree in public policy from 

the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. After finishing graduate school, he spent 

time in Germany as a fellow with the Robert Bosch Foundation studying unemployment and labor mar-

ket policy. He has published several articles on issues related to public policy and finance. 

 

He received the U.S. Treasury Department Exceptional Service Award in 2008, and was one of 19 lead-

ers of New York City to be named a David Rockefeller Fellow by the Partnership for New York City in 

2013. Hope recognized him with a Young Alumni Award in 2014. 

 

Among other community service while in New York, he was on the Board of Directors for Restore NYC, 

a Christian non-profit dedicated to ending sex trafficking in New York City, and on the Board of Direc-

tors of the SIFMA Foundation for Financial Education. He also volunteered as the CFO and as a lay 

pastor at Lower Manha�an Community Church in New York City. 

 

He has also been extensively engaged in the life of the college since graduation, including serving as a 

member of the Board of Trustees since 2016. Among other involvement through the years, he spoke 

during a Hope Chapel service in September 2017, was the featured speaker in the Student Congress 

Speaker Series in March 2010 and was highlighted in an alumni profile in the 2008-09 Hope College Cata-

log. While on campus to receive his Young Alumni Award, he also presented a workshop on leadership 

development hosted by the Hope College Alumni Association. 

 

His wife, Sarah, is also a 2002 graduate of Hope, where she majored in music and computer science. 

They have three children at home: Sophie, Lucy and Oliver. 
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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Service 

GATHERING 

 THE CARILLON   

   OPENING VOLUNTARY      Andante religioso                                                                    Laura Ne�el 

*  Please rise in body or spirit at the ringing of the tower bell.  

*  INTROIT                                          Give to the Winds Thy Fears                                                           Walter 

Give to the winds thy fears; hope, and be undismayed.  

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head. 

Through waves and clouds and storms God gently clears the way.  

Wait patiently; so shall this night soon end in joyous day.   
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                  Rev. Dr. Keith O. Provost 

          Let us worship our God with gladness. 

We come in faith, to hear God’s Word for us. 

          Listen for God’s message of hope. 

We welcome a message of hope to sustain us in troubled times.  

*  PROCESSIONAL HYMN 645 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                      Mit Freuden Zart 

  

*  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                

Gracious God, you love us deeply yet we take your love for 

granted. Rather than trusting you, we trust the gifts you have given 

us. Rather than trusting in your message to us of compassion and 

hope through Christ’s ministry as found in Holy Scripture, we rely 

on rumors, whispers, our prejudices and the biases that surround 

us. We ignore Jesus’ admonition to turn the other cheek, preferring 

to strike out in anger and retaliation. Help us to learn the lessons 

faith, hope and love as we lean into your message for us. Help us 

and forgive us we pray.  

A moment for silent confession. 

*  RESPONSE HYMN 169  Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (Stanza 1)                      Rest 
 

   Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

   Forgive our foolish ways; 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 

In purer lives thy service find, 

In deeper reverence, praise.  

*  ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                   
 

          Our God fulfills his promises and is true to his word.  

We have confessed our sins. 

God has forgiven us, through Christ who died for us. 

Thanks be to God.  

*  Please rise in body or spirit. 
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*  GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581)        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,           Greatorex 

And to the Holy Ghost.   

As it was in the beginning,   

is now and ever shall be.   

World without end. Amen. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                           Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald  

OUR FAITH  IN ACTION   Oakland County Task Force on Poverty and Homelessness                                                                        

                                                                                                                                              Kimber  Bishop-Yanke 

WORD WITH THE CHILDREN (9:00 a.m.)                                                        Dr. Merideth Hites-Estevez  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen.  
 

Following the Word with the Children, children and youth ages 4 through grade 8 will be dismissed for  

Sunday School. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00 a.m.)             Rev. Dr. Keith O. Provost & Rev. Edwin Estevez 

PRESENTATION                                                                                                             Elder, Camille Breen 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

          Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

          Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

          Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting

Amen.                                                                                                

 

THE BAPTISM                       Robert Sco8 Root 

 



5 

 

RESPONSE               With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you  

           into the body of Christ.  

 Alleluia! Amen! 

BAPTISMAL HYMN 188          Jesus Loves Me                                                                     Jesus Loves Me 

*  HYMN 645 O for a World (Stanzas 1, 2, and 5)                                                  Azmon 

CALL TO OFFERING                                                   Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald & Rev. Edwin Estevez 

Our giving is an offering to God. All offerings, whether made in the worship service or outside of it, are 

part of our worship of God and are used to support the Kirk’s ministry. Text “KITH” to 73256 to give 

using your mobile device. 

ANTHEM      The Heavenly Music                                                                James Biery 

If I could listen with my heart And as we still to hear these sounds, 

To hear the heavenly music ring, Dissolved in endless, whispered prayer, 

Its myriad layers, part on part The One whose universe resounds 

Would thrill my soul and make it sing. With shouts of love is listening there. 
 

Such glorious music, soul to song, With arms outstretched, God draws us near, 

Enraptures earth and heaven as one; Where we become the hymns of praise 

With phrases floating, rhythm strong, That echo long with stanzas clear 

Such silky resonance is spun. And sing with love for endless days. (Marilyn Biery)  

*  DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)                                                                                                               Old Hundredth  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald 

WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                          Ma�hew A. Scogin, President, Hope College 

 Romans 8:18-25 NIV  

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   

SERMON Hope  

*  HYMN  Lord of All Hopefulness  (see insert)                                                Slane 

PRAYER 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)     
                                                                            

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen.                                                                                                                 
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SENDING  

*  RECESSIONAL HYMN 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                                                St. Anne 

   CHARGE AND BENEDICTION (seated) 

   SOLO  Ride On, King Jesus!                                                       arr. Hall Johnson 

Ride on, King Jesus no man can-a hiner me. 

For he is King of kings,  

He is Lord of lords, Jesus Christ, de first an’ las’,  

No man works like him. 

King Jesus rides a milk-white horse, 

Duh river of Jerdin he did cross. 

King Jesus rides in de middle o’ de air, Oh! 

He calls duh saints from ev’rywhere. Ah! 

Ride on, King Jesus!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY King of Kings                                                               arr. Ralph Simpson 
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 Worship/Music Notes 

As we continue our Black History month celebration, we hear a spiritual arrangement by Francis Hall 

Johnson (1888 – 1970), an American composer and arranger of African-American spiritual music. Born in 

Georgia, he a�ended the private, all-black Knox Institute and earned a degree from Allen University in 

Columbia, South Carolina. He also a�ended Atlanta University, the Juilliard School, Hahn School of Mu-

sic, and the University of Pennsylvania. Of the spiritual, Johnson wrote: “True enough, this music was 

transmi�ed to us through humble channels, but its source is that of all great art everywhere—the un-

quenchable, divinely human longing for a perfect realization of life. It traverses every shade of emotion 

without spilling over in any direction. Its most tragic u�erances are without pessimism, and its lightest, 

brightest moments have nothing to do with frivolity. In its darkest expressions there is always a hope, 

and in its gayest measures a constant reminder. Born out of the heart-cries of a captive people who still 

did not forget how to laugh, this music covers an amazing range of mood. Nevertheless, it is always seri-

ous music and should be performed seriously, in the spirit of its original conception.” 

The arranger of the closing voluntary, Ralph Simpson, is an organist, composer, arranger and now re-

tired as chair of the Department of Music at Tennessee State University. A native of Birmingham, Ala-

bama, he was the first African American to earn a Ph.D. in music from Michigan State University.  
 

Stephen Ministers are available for personal, confidential prayer in Melrose Chapel  

(to the left, when facing forward in the sanctuary) immediately following service each Sunday.  

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer please contact Nancy Lau at 248-835-6691. 
 

The flowers on the altar are presented to the glory of God in loving memory of Dr. Robert Belf by his 

wife, children and grandchildren.  
 

Tour Kirk in the Hills each Sunday! Those interested in a brief tour are asked to meet in the Baptistry, 

to the right of the Chancel, after the 11:00 a.m. service. See an usher for direction or further details.  
 

Join us for coffee and fellowship in Heritage Hall after the 9:00 a.m. worship service! 
  

About Cover Art 

All of Creation Groans | © 2023 Wayne Forte | Eyekons, used with permission  
 

Copyright information: The following is used with permission, OneLicense.net License No. 717156-A 

All rights reserved. “The Heavenly Music,” text by Marilyn Biery. © 2015 GIA Publications, Inc. “Lord of 

All Hopefulness,” text by Jan Struther, © 1931 Oxford University Press.  
 

Musicians: Nicole Joseph, soprano; Hai Zin Wu, violinist; Zoe Lei, assistant organist; Marilyn Biery, or-

ganist and director.  
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1340 West Long Lake Road  

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

(248) 626-2515  

kirkinthehills.org  

facebook.com/kirkinthehills 

 

Church Leadership 

Bob Heuer/Clerk of Session 

kithclerk@kirkinthehills.org 

Questions/Information 

Erica Ginter 

eginter@kirkinthehills.org 

Give 

Jayne Zellers 

jzellers@kirkinthehills.org 

Small Groups 

Jennifer Morris 

jmorris@kirkinthehills.org 

Baptisms, Memorials, Weddings 

Jennifer Morris  

jmorris@kirkinthehills.org 

Congregational Care 

Rev. Edwin Estevez 

revedwin@kirkinthehills.org 

Serve 

Julie Walker 

jwalker@kirkinthehills.org 

Membership 

Stephanie Sheak 

ssheak@kirkinthehills.org 

Choirs and Music Events 

Marilyn Biery 

mbiery@kirkinthehills.org 

Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald • Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Edwin Estevez • Associate Pastor for Mission 

Rev. Kelsey Sorge • Associate Pastor for Youth 

Rev. Dr. Keith Provost • Parish Associate for Pastoral Care  

Rev. Marjorie Wilhelmi • Parish Associate 

 

Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard • Pastor Emeritus 


