
UNCOMMON
WEEK 5

38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone 
slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also. 40 If you are sued in court and 
your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If a soldier demands that you carry 
his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. 42 Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away 
from those who want to borrow.

43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 
44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you 
will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both 
the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If you love 
only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do 
that much. 47 If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone 
else? Even pagans do that. 48 But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven 
is perfect.”  Matthew 5:38-48 (NLT)

“If someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also. 40 If you are sued 
in court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If a soldier demands 
that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles.”  Matthew 5:39-41

14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them… 
 
17 Never pay back evil with more evil… 
 
19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the 
Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord.

20 Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads.”

21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.

Romans 12:14,17,19-21



“You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, 
‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them 
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond 
with the supple moves of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your 
God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and 
the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all 
you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply 
say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner 
does that.48 “In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live 
like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, 
the way God lives toward you.”     
Matthew 5:43-48 (Message)

44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you 
will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven.   
Matthew 5:44-45  

“If anyone belongs to Christ, there is a new creation. The old things have gone; 
everything is made new!”  
2 Corinthians 5:17
  


